Gt T

DFCLASSIFIED

- e agony £9/2.95
“ 7 /{) ‘ : B}’_E‘.MAJJ&?Z
T ) ‘ St T
MEMORANDUM - 4 g % W - _
THE WHITE HOUSE F o, .
WASHINGTON /;M/ W
ol A ACTION
/ - 1 ZZ;{}/ S;eptembelj 12, 1969
T oloern A L LY i
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, KISLSg?l/\IGER (
FROM: Helmut Sonnenfeldt V .

SECRET

JomH. Holdridgezfi7d

(‘W;/'%
SUBFECT: The US Role in Soviet Mga.neuvering Against PZking

Soviet strike against China's nuclear facilities, The memorandum 7/67
concludes that guch action is not likely. (It wasg written before the 7’,

We have Prepared a memoranduym from you to the President calling
attention to thesge soundings and exXpressing your concern that we
should have g consistent response. Your memorandum also notes

a related problem of Ttecent overtures from the Soviets regarding a
Possible common position with them on Chinese Tepresentation in the
UN. Your Mmemorandum asks for authorization to have the Depart-

RECOMMENDATION: ' Ca

!
That you sign the memorandum at Tab A and forward the attached {t o
package to the President, : ¥
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SUBJECT: The US R.ole in Sowet Ma.neuvers Agamst Commumst China

The US Reaction to a Soviet Pre-emptive Stnke .A.é;a.iﬁst China
It seems increasingly clear that the Soviets.are probing for foreign
reactions to a strike against Chma. and, in’ general -keeping the
subject alwe by deny:mg We stern "fabncata,ons” concermng such a
strike,

PR T

The following are some of the probe g C :‘: .

-~ In Mld August a Sov:n.et Embassy. off1c1a1 asked a State
officer pointblank. what our reaction would be to a Sov1et strike against
Chmese nuclear facilities; :

-- the same official_put the same q‘tlfe'stion to an official of the
Research Analysis Corporation last week;

-- in Moscow a Soviet editor while denying such plans, claimed
that the Soviets would show some 'new wea.pons” to deal with the
Chinese;

-~ at the UN a Soviet officer said the Chinese were making the
erroneous assumption that the Soviets would not use larger-than-tactical
nuclear weapons against them. - :

These statements, as well as somewhat similar ones to Japanese,
French, and Indian officials, have been offset by fairly authoritative
denials which, of course, call attention to the subject. Kosygin told
Foreign Minister Aichi that the Soviets “absolutely“ would not launch
an attack on China and labeled Western press specula.tlon to this effect
as "total nonsense.'' Soviet Forelgn M1n13try officials responsible for
Far East affairs have said much the same. And Soviet broadcasts in
the last weeks have dismissed such CIA "fabrications.”

One problem created by these contacts and discussions involving
Americans is that there is apparently no clear line of response. Itis
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