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1.• (U) A•.uWAR" ATMOSPHERE CONTINUES TO PREVAIL IN
COLOMBIAN JAILS AMONG IMPRISONED.FOLLOWERS OF-THE LATE
N.ARCO KINGPIN GONZALO RODRIGUEZ GACHA (SEE-•REFTEL,
PARA 3). INMATES GRABBED HbSTAGES AND TdOK OVER-THE "LA
PICO.TA" ..IAIt: IN BOGOTAj, WHILE FIFTEEN ESCAPED FROM TWO
OTHER, PRISONS IN VALLE DEL CA60A AND ANTIOQUTA ON
DECEMBER 25-26.
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2. (U) AT'LA PICOTAY TWELVE ARMED MEMBERS OF THE
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RbDRIGUE-Z GAC•HA GANG HELD ELEVEN GUARDS AND FOUR
VI.SITOIRS HOSTAGE' FOR . SEVERAL HOURS. THE MU T 1E£RS
THREATENED TO.KI-LL.THE HOSTAGES- UNLESS THE MINISTER OF
JUSTICE.AND*OTHER GOC-OFFICIALS. NEGOTIATED WITH 'THEM.
THE GRIEVOUS. ItOl NDING. OF -'A GUARD FR-OMPTED SPECIAL, UNITS
OF THE METROPOLITAN -POLICE TO STORM THE.'FACILITIES. 'TAE
POLICE.HANAGED TO KILL .SEVEN' OF THE MUTINEERS AND'
RESCUED :THE. OTHER'HOSTAGESs WHO EMER.QED••'UMHAKME•D..
DURING. T14E . RIOT, THE INMATES ISSUED- A • DECLARATION .
DEPLORING 'I:Ht RECENT. K-ILL'INGS•.OF MEMBERS .OF RODRIGUEZ
GAGHA'S GROUP. • THEY AL• O..EXPRESSED THEIR ALLEGIANCE T0,
MEDELLIN CARTEL' CAPO•' PABLO .ESC-OBAR .GOVIRIA. PRISON-
AUTHORITIES AR£••.INVESTIGATIKG. THE MEANS .BY WHICH THEE
PRISONERS GOT_ THE •FIREARMS 'E.MPLOYED*.IN -THE ,'RIOT.' '

3'. (U) FIFTEEN.-INMATES ESCAPED FROM THE-BUENAVENTURA
JAIL. (VALLt. DEL CAUCA -IN* THE SOUTHWEST) AND 'THE ZARAGOZA .
JAIL IN ANTIbQUTA DEPARTMENT DECEMBER.-26. ALL THE
FUGITIVES:-MIRE SERVING SENTENCES :FUR- MAJOR CRIMES-AND
POLl-CE IN 80TH- DEPARTMENTS HAVE :INSTITUTED MAJOR
TRACKDOWN•OPERATIONS, TO RECAPTURE THEM '

4 (C) COLD 'NEI, JOSE LEONIDAS CAMELO•'OF THE BOGOTA
METROPOLITAN POLICE;T.OLD POLOFF DECEMBER 2.7 THAT THE LA
PICOTA- MUTINEERS WERE- PROVIDED WI'T'H FIREARMS: BY CORRUPT.
PRISON-GUARDS. -COME-LO -SAID- THAT • THE RODRIGUEZ GACHA '
FOLLOWERS RIOTED BECAUSE THEY P'ROBABLY' 'B-ELIEVED -THAT THE
MEDELLIN -CARTEL AND THE' GROUP LED BY. EMER LD TRAFFICKER
VICTOR CARRANZA ARE OUT TO'. KI•LL THEM. ESCOBAR GAVIRIAs.
HE•SAIDs IS ANXIOUS TO PREVENT INCRIMINATION--OF HIMSELF"'-
AND OTHER CARTEL MEMBERS BY FOLLOWERS OF RODRIG.UEZ
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GACHA, WHOM THEY BELIEVE WAS BETRAYED TO THE.AUTHORITIES
'BY • ONE Of HI•S OWN. GROUP . THIS - I S THE REASON THAT THE
RIOTING 'INMATES•TRIED'TO PLACATE ESCOBAR B.Y ISSUING A
DECLARATION EXPRESSING-ALLEGIANCE TO HIM, ACCORDING TO
CAMELO.• HE SAID THAT THE TWO PRISON ESCAPES STAGED
DECEMBER 26 ARE PART OF JAIL-BREAKING EFFORTS-BY-OTHER
IMPRISONED FOLLOWERS OF ROD*RIGUEZ'GkCHA•WHO FEAR THERE
IS A PLOT TO KILL THEM IN, PRISON. CAMELO•SPECULATED
THAT,THE LA PICOTA RIOT WA5 THE RESULT OF THE
FRUSTRATION OF INMATES AFTER FAILING TO-STAGE A JAIL
BREAK.
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