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1.7 (UY A "KAR"® ﬁTMUSPHERE CONTINUES TO PREVQIL IN
COLOMBIAN JAILS AMONG IMPRISONED. FOLLOWERS OF THE LATE
NARCO KINGPIN GONZALO RODRIGUEZ GACHA (SEE- REFTEL»

PARA 3). INMATES GRABBED HDSTAGES AND T@OK OVER .-THE “LA
PICOTA* JAIL IN BOGOTA» HWHILE FIFTEEN ESCAPED FROM T“D
OTHER PRISONS IN VALLE DEL CAUCA AND RNTIDQUIQ ON
DECEMBER 25-26.
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2. ((U) AT LA PICOTAs; TWELVE ARMED MEMBERS OF THE
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-RODRIGUEZ GACHA caNG HELD ELEVEN GUARDS AND FDUR

" YISITORS HOSTAGE FOR.SEVERAL HOURS. '° THE MUT|§EERS )
THREATENED TO KILL .THE HOSTAGES UNLESS THE MINISTER OF ' M
JUSTICE AND DTHER GOC ‘OFFICIALS NEGOTIATED WITH THEM. - “
THE- GRIEVOUS. WOUNDING. OF A GUARD PROMPTED SPECIAL. UNITS

“ OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE TQ STORM THE.FACILITIES. 'THE
POLICE .MANAGED TO KILL SEVEN OF THE MUTINEERS AND -
RESCUED THE OTHER HOSTAGES, WHO EMERGED: UNHARMED.
DURING. THE RIOT, THE INMATES ISSUED A DECLARATION .
DEPLORING THE RECENT KILLINGS. OF MEMBERS OF RODRIGUEZ

. GACHA’S GROUP. ' THEY ALS0 EXPRESSED THEIR ALLEGIANCE TO.

. MEDELLIN CARTEL CAPO’ PABLO .ESCOBAR GAVIRIA. PRISON
AUTHORITIES ARE- INVESTIGATING. THE MEANS BY WHICH THE
PRISONERS GOT THE FIREaRns EMPLDYED IN THE RIOT.

3. W FIFTEEN INNﬁTES ESCQPED FROM THE- BUENGVENTURQ
JAIL. (VALLE. DEt CAUCA -IN THE SBUTHNEST) AND THE ZARAGOZA .
. JAIL IN ANTIDQUIA DEPARTMENT DECEMBER. 26.. ALL THE
FUGITIVES: WERE SERVING SENTENCES :FOR- MAJOR CRIMES AND
POLICE IN BOTH  DEPARTMENTS HAVE. INSTITUTED MRJDR
'TRACKDONN DPERﬁTIBNS TO RECQPTURE THEN :

. (C) COLUNEL JOSE LEDNIDQS CAMEL'D OF THE BOGOTA
METROPOLITAN POLICE .TOLD POLOFF DECEMBER 27 THAT THE LA
PICOTAH MUTINEERS WERE- PROVIDED WITH FIRE&RMS BY CORRUPT .
PRISON- GUARDS. CAMELO SAID THAT. THE RODRIGUEZ GACHA -
FOLLORERS RIDTED BECGUSE THEY PROBABLY BELIEVED -THAT THE
MEDELLIN CARTEL AND THE' GROUP LED BY EMERALD TRAFFICKER
VICTOR ChRRANZA ARE OUY TO. KILL THEM. ESCOBA&R GﬁVIRIﬂ:
HE ‘SAID, IS ANXTOUS TO PREVENT INCRIMINATION OF HIMSELF
AND OTHER CARTEL MEMBERS BY FOLLONERS OF RODRIGUEZ
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. cacna, KHoM THEY BELIEVE NRS BETRAYED YO THE SUTHDRITIES
‘BY ONE GF HIS OWN GROUP. THIS IS5 THE REASON THAT THE -
RIOTING INMATES TRIED TO PLACATE ESCORAR BY ISSUING A
DECLARATION EXPRESSING ALLEGIANCE TO HIM, ACCORDING TO
CGMELO.' HE SAID THAT THE TWO PRISON ESCAPES STAGED
DECEMBER 26 ARE PART OF JAIL-BREAKING EFFORTS .BY. OTHER
IMPRISOUNED FOLLOWERS OF RODRIGUEZ GACHA NHD ‘FEAR THERE
IS A PLOT TO KILL THEM IN PRISON. CAMELO SPECULATED
THAT THE LA PICOTA RIOT WAS THE RESULT OF THE
FRUSTRQTION OF INMATES AFTER FQILING TO  STAGE A JAIL
BREAK. .
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