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MEMORANDUM FCR ROBERT C. MCFAR:jHE

FROM: OLIVER L. NORTH

SUBJECT: Timing and the Wicaraguan Resistance Yote

Attached at Tab A is the most recent version of the chronology of

events aimed at securing Congressicnal approval for renewed
support to the Nicaraguan Resistance Forces. This schedule

results from the four communications/media meetings we have now
Please note that

_ had with Pat Buchanan's ad hoc working group.
the schedule continues to focus .on 2 vote at the end of April
triggered by submission of the required report on or about

april 15.
s depicted on the internal chronology at

in the region continue as
iens and political action.
1so timed to influence the

In addition.te the event
Tab A, other activities
planned--including military operat
Like the chronoleqy, these events are a
vote:

planned travel by Calero, Cruz, and Robelo;

-—  various military resupply efforts timed to support
significantly increased military operations immediately
after the vote {we expect major Sandinista czo
attacks in this --today's resupply to

from, ent well); and

- special operations attacks against highly visible military

targets in Nicaragua.

d whether or not the vote occurs

some of these efforts will procee
For example, today Bernardario

as planned at the end of April.
taries, former Sandinista Defense Minister, defected to Costa

Rica and is now in Pamama {you were briefed on this cperation
during the trip}. Others, however, including actions by U.S.,
interssts groups are very sensitive to the timing., Next week the
networks aucticn their air time for 15, 30, and 60 second
commercials during prime viewing hours. These groups are
prepared to commit nearly $2M for commercial air time and the
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Production of various advertising media, If we are to retain
their support, we must let them know by Friday whether or not
they should proceed. To the maximum extent we have tried to
prevent the kinds of errors that will cost them finaneially or
politically, Unfortunately, some, like the Young Republicans
ad, get through--this has been tixed,

It is important that a decision be taken no later than noon,
Friday, March 22, if we are to proceed with the events ip the
checklist {Tab A} and those activities which Support a vote at
the end of April,

Senator Durenburger plans fo make a major speech on this issue at
the Naticnal Press club haxt Tuesday, March 26, We should at
least give him a sense of what to expect before he speaks.

You should also be aware that Directer Casey has sent a personal
note to Don Regan on the timing matter. We are attempting to
obtain a copy for your use,

Worthlind has apparently completed an analysis on some recent
polling data. It reportedly does not look good for a vote at
this time.

Finally, Jim Michel reminds that in your meetings with the
Central American Heads of State you told them that we would be
quiescent during the early Spring, but that in April we would
act, fThis description fits either scenario--going for the vote
or a fallback option with sanctions. One way or the other, we
need to have a decision.

RECOMMENDATION
™

That you discuss this matter with Don Regan and urge that a
decision be made on timing by noen on Friday, March 22.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments
Tab A - Chronclogical Event Checklist (dtd Mareh 20, 1985)
Tab B = Young Republicans Ad
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CHRONOLOGICAL EVENT CHECKRLIST

February 21-28, 1385 (completed)

Event Responsibility
ve

State/LPD
Send resource book eon the Ceontadora process
process to congressmen, media cutlets, privats (Miller)
organizations and individuals interested in
Nicaragua.
FDN to select articulate freedom fighters withl NSC {¥orth)
proven combat records and to make them available
for contact with U.S. media representatives.

i i i NSC {North)
Assign U.S. intelligence agencies to research, (Raymond)

dinista
report, and clear for public release San i
migita;y actions violating Geneva Convention/
civilized standards of warfare,

Prepare themes for approaches to Congressmen L NSC (Nerth})
based on overall listed perceptions which wil

directly attack the cbjections listed above,

: £ NSC (North}
Encourage U.S. media reporters to mee State/LPD
individual FON fighters with proven combat {Gomez)

records and media appeal.

Contact internal eyewitnesses/victims to NSC (Rorth)

testify before Congress about their abortive
attemp{s to deal with the FSLN (deadline
March 15).

i

A TEBATHED
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March 1-8, 198%
Evant

Prepare list of publicly and privately
expressed Congressicnal objections to aiding
resistance and voting record on the issue,

Provide State/H with a list of Nicaraquan
emigres and freedom fighters to serve as
petential witnesses to testify hefore

hearings on aid to Nicaraguan freedom fighters
{due March 15),

Nicaraguan internal oppesition and resistance
ARNOUnce unity on goals and Principals
(Mazch 2, San Jose} {completed).

Request that Zbigniew Brzezinski write a
geopolitical paper which points out
geopoliticalconsequences of Communist
domination of Nicaragua (paper due March 20},

Briefings on Nicaragua for key Congressional
members and staffers. North on WU aggression
and external invelvement, Burghardt on
diplomatic situation.

Supervise preparation and assigrment of
articles directed to apecial interest groups at

-
BT

Resgonsibiligx

WH/LA
VState/H

NSC {Rorth)

State/ARA
(Michel)

State/LPD
{Reich)

State/LPD
Miller)
NSC (North)

NSC {Menges)

NSC {North)
{Burghardt)

State/LPD

rate of one per week beginning March 18 fexamples:

article op Nicaraguan educational system for NEA,
article by retired military for Retired Officers
Association, etc.).

Assign agencies to draft one op-ed piece per
week for signature by Administration officials,
Specify themes for the op-eds and retain final
editorial rights. )

Conduct public opinion poll of America
attitedes toward Sandinistas, freedom fighters,

National Press Club news conference for FDN
commanders Bermudez, Tigrillo, Mike Lima
(March 5) (follow-on Congressional visits
[March 6) {(completed).

Martha Lida Murillo (9 yr old atrocity

victim) visit to Washington--media interviews,
Congressiocnal visits, possible photo-op

with {irst Lady {March 6-8) (completed).

CHFRIAED

HSC (Menges)

WH {Rollins)

State/LPD
{Gomez)
{Kuykendall)

State/LPD
(Gomez}
(Ruykendall)
{(WH/OPL)
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March 9=-13, 1985
Event

WH/Legislative Affairs, State/H apd ARA
complete list of key Congressmen interested
in Nicaragua.

Intelligence briefing for White House
Administration and senior staff by CIA
(Vickers, Room 208, OEOB, 30 minutes).

Brief Presidential meeting with Lew Lehrman
and other leaders of the influence groups
working on MX and resistance funding.

© State/LPD and WH Media Relations prepare a

list of key mediacutlets interested in
Central American issues, including newspapers,
radio, and TV stations (including S$IN). Where

N 40305

Responsibility
State/H{Ball/Fox)
WH/LA

State/ARA
(Michel/Holwill)

N5C (North)

NSC (Raymond)
[Hoxth)

NSC {North)
State/LPD
(Miller}

possible identify specific editors, commentators,

talk shows, and columnists.

NSC update talking points on aid to Nicaraguan
freedom fighters.

Briefings in OECB for members/Senators:
Shultz, McFarlane, Gorman, and Shlaudeman to
brief Lehman {requires General Gorman toc be
placed on contract}.

Call/viait newspaper editorial boards and.
give then background con the Nicaraguan
freedom fighters.

Brief OAS members in Washington and.
abroad on second term goals in Central
America. Explore possible OAS acktion
against Wicaraqua.

VP at Brazilian inauguration. Discuss
possible OAS initiative on Nicaragua with
Core Four, Colombia, Brazil, and Uruguay
(March 15 and 16).

Prepare a "Dear Colleagues” ltr for signature
by a responsible Democrat which counsels
against "negotiating” with the PSLNv

sG]

EONFIDENTIAL-

KSC (North)

HSC " (Korth)
{Lehman)

State/LPD (Reich]
WH/PA
NS¢ (North)

OAS (Middendorf)
NSC (Menges)
State/LPD({Reich)

VP {Hughes)

HSC (Lehman}






