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MEMORANDUM FOR: 	 General Bruce Carlson, USAF (Ret.) 

Director, National Reconnaissance Office 


SUBJECT: 	 (U~) Declassification of GA1v1BIT and HEXAGON 
Program Names' 

REFERENCES: 	 a. (U) D/NRO Memorandum dated 13 August 2010 (NRO 

Concerns) 

b. (U) Acti ng DNJ Memorandum ElS 00408 dated 27.J uly 2010 
(Acting DNI declass decision) 

(U) This responds to your memorandum regarding Acting DNI Gompertfs 27 July 2010 
memorandum related to the declassification of the GAMBIT and HEXAGON satellite systems. 
(ref b). -' 

(U~You requested clarification of the language in the July 27 memo,..an~um 
which stated that the DNI will rnake final declassification 'decisions regar<:Jing satelHte 
programmatic data. TIle declass~tation of the GAMBIT and HEXAGON satemte prograro~ 
will impact numerous Inrel1igence Community elements for years to come and there was some 
concern that (he requisite level of coordination did not take place pdol' to seeking Acting DNI 
Gompert's concurrence. The pwposc of the July memorandum was to emphasize the nee~ for 
coordination across the intelligence enterprise. 

(U~ agree [hat decisions on the details of NRO iriformation are best left to the 
NRO declassification subject maHer-experts. It was not OUI intent to reduce or minimize DINRO 
original classification authority as delegated by the ONI in accordance with EO 13526. Given 
your clear commitment to closely coordinate any future declassification decisions with the ODNI 
and the affected Intelligence Community elements I concur that future declassification decisions 
l'hould be made by the D/NRO. 

~)My POC for this i;slIc is John Hackelt, Director of Information Management, 
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