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SUBJECT: (U) 	 National RecoJ:lIlaissance Office Mission.­

Ground Station Declassification Study 


(SII'f'KlIREf:J) Thank you for thoughtful consider 
regarding ou~ initiative. ~o declaSsify 

mission ground stations 
the -fact of­

National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) 
the -fact of- an NRC presence at the Joint. Defence Facility'Pine 
Gap, Alice Springs, Australia, and Menwith Hill Station, 
Harrogate, united Kingdom. I am taking this opportunity to 
provide an update since my October 2006 letter. 

(U) We have completed the. first phase of our 
declassification effort--identifying potential imPediments and 
risks. While a va~iety of issues were identified, .acceptable 
mitigation plans were available to address each one. Therefore, 
I plan to proceed to the next phase--mitigation--after which I 
will be in a position to request concurrence of the Director of( 

IIi decfassification.. 

(U/IFOUO) I have directed the NRO Otfice of Sec~rity and 
Counterintelligence to plan the tion strategy that 
will enable the final decision. will lead 
this effort and may :be .contacted on 

(U) Thank you very much for your continued support, and I 
will keep you informed as this·e~fort progre~ses. 

Donald M. Kerr 
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D1 STRIBtJTION: 

Secretary of State 
Director of National Intelligence' , 
Secretary of the Army' 
Secretary of the Navy 
Secretary of the Ai~ Force 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Under Secretary of Defense for Intelligence 
Administrator, National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration 
Director, National Security Agency 
Director, Defense Intelligence Agency 
Director, National Geospatial-I~telligence Agency 

( 
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