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The Xatlonal SlG~,CommIttee 
TIle Direct«ofCelllnlIaleUi.,a 

'l'bc Dha:Iar. ~'SCcurity #t.pfIJ:J 

13 April 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DlRBCTOR OF CENTIlAL,JNTELUGBNCB 

SUBJECT: 	 Proposal for the DecJassificalioolDd ReIcue of lDformIIion ReF,din1 the FIrSt 
~teEl..D'«CoIlectioD PtoJllDl (U) -ACl1~NMEMOBANDUM' 

1. (S~AdIpg Bra.... That you approve the declauificadon aDd re1ease of 
dIrtaiD information reprdiagtbe GRABIDYNO EL1NT satellite wbi:h bu historical, 
sipificaa=. including idemificalioo of disliDpisbed picmeen 8Dd IbeirpIleDt aaencies. for the 
7Sth aoniwnuy of tile Naval ReseIrcb Lab (NRL). 15-19 JUDe 1998. ' 

, 2. (S=itRQ}lKlrtmupd, On 22 ~ 1997, the CommaMiog Officer, NRL, 
proposed to the Director. NRO. that ceniia iDfarmaticm about thC aatioD'slrst l"CODDaissance 
satellite. known as botIl GRAB and DYNO. be declassifiecllDd released for NRL's Diamond 
Jubilee. The GRABIDYNO satellite was dew10pcd by NRL; ODe wu1luoCbed,on 22 JUDe 1960 
and one aD 29 June 1961. Upon approval of Ibis pmpouJ, tbiI wiD aepresent abe first EI..1Nr 
satellite information to be ofliciaDy released. to the public. Tbe NRL request wu coasideIed u 
pan of an ongoiDg NR.().led review of a ~ by the Director, NSA, to &dassily historically 
valuable information about early BLlNT SIteIIites. . 

3. (S~,JlIsneima. Ia accordance with PDDl491NSCl49, -National Space Policy," 
and EO129S8, "Classified National. Defense Security IDformatiOll," you bave the authority to 
declassify details ofintelligence collcclion fmm space. The "fact of' ovedJeacl SIGINT collection 
is now unclassified. Release Of.iDformatiOD c:onceminl GRABlDYNO would complement the . 
recent release ofsimilar information on tbe CORONA imapry propam. HiiIOrians Would pin a 
mOR! baJanced view ofearly US recoaiJmS$ID efforts. wbile the pioneers JeSpODSibJe for tile 
~griUD'S-Sseeeu ~acbiewttbe desermhllcopitioa. - . - ::. - - ... - _. - .­

4. (U) TIle information proposed for release includes a shOrt history of the program. . 
seJccted photos and ~ names ofdistinguished alUlllDi, aad iummary stalemCDts Dl'prosDID 
results and lbeir impact on national security. AUICbmeDt 1 depicts the proposed Exhibition 
Package. . 

Derived Prom: NSAICSS 123-2 
. ~: 24 PeIxuIry 1998 

Declauify On: XI, Xl. XS. X6. X1, X8 
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SUBJECT: 	 Pzopoaal tor the DeclusUlcadon and Relea..e of Information ileaardlag the P'Jdt 

Sltelllte !lINT CoDectlun PtoafIID (U) 
13 AprillP98 ' 

S. (~ It.riak u"l~mllltby I team ofteehD1cal &I1d ~t)' e.xpens indicates tbaune 
PJOpoie4 ed1lbIdoa elcmleDra ud lDCorml1lGll am lon, obaolett &ad IbIsIr reJuse would ClUJ(! DO , 

idendftab1e damaae lO IWionalleCurlty. Alt.IcIIn1ent 2 II tbe dsk &llCllllDaDt 1I&IIl'1 report. 
0uidaUne& weIe ilIo develol*1 to ldeadly OaAllDYNO ELlNT ....Ul6latOflUdon at_dual 
seMitivit)' dw II nol belDa re1eued at tbb time and tbIl wUltemah1 peoleCtld from dlJc:lowte. ' 
AnICbmer.It 3coQtaW the protec1ion ~. . 

, 6, M'Tbo more compteheftlive review for decluaiftcadOIL ot ou. hfltorlcl1ly \lalUible 
. intormlUon about earl)' EUNT wenttel wU1 conUnue. 

, 7. (U) In addition to me DOnDal SIOM Commlw:e coordi1W1On, me 1'ClWe pcopouJ bit 
been cootdlnated wl&h 1be Porelp Denl.lIn!! DecepWm omee. . 

. 8. (~aamllMnd.ncui.. Tbat YOl:!'lppfOwlbe docludlJCldOll anc releue or the 
,propolC<i a~YNO Blhibltlon Packap Cor lb815ds &alUvenary ot.tba NiL and autlsori:e 
tile ClWtman. Nadcna1 S[OINT Commtuea to sa tntorm the DlrIt:tor. NRO, and Commtndlnl 
omcer,NlL. 

lDc1: AS 

Approved: 

http:AnICbmer.It

