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1. ‘ This is in response to your memorandum of 31 August 1972
on the above subject., The Air Staff has studied your proposal for
declassification of DSAP datas I do not anticipate any real problem
with declassifying the data or providing them to NOAA on a routine
bzesis, I am concerned, however, about the possible effects of
declassifying the DSAP rission and issuing a press release at the
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2e ’ There are three areas of concern:
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‘ It therefore appears that
the progrem history would have to be kept classified in order for the
uilic to believe that FTV 6530 is the first operational satellite.
gezing this history classified may be difficult in the face of the

ticn generzted by publicly announcing the mission and issuing a
reiezse cn the lawnch.

P
K

Rl

s
-

!nf‘
™ (

”
=20
res

‘d

be In view of the drawdown in Southeast Asia and Congressicnal
detzte cn the defense budget, the question would naturally arise: Why
is the ICD now putting an operstionzl meteorological satellite in orbit?
Tris could lezd to other questions which would be difficult to answer
woile avoiding any reflerence to the special strategic mission supports

¢+ Public disclosure of the program could bring queries and reguests
for readcut both from Allied organizations such as NATO 'and from uncommit-
ted nztions, This could lead to proposals for cooperative ventures,
agzin reising qQuestions which would tend to impinge on the special
tretegie rission. )

3. (U) Most of the conflict with historical fact could be avoided by
more corplete declassification; i.e., issuance of a press release
sutmarizing the history of the program since its inception and justifying
its existences I do not recommend this approach, however, because it
still would be subject to the concerns in paragraphs 2b and 2c above.
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" L. Q I believe the most prudent and productive approach at this
time would be to declassify only the DSAP data, consistent with special
strategic rission security requirements, and leav r ects of
the progren clessifieds The data could then be rade available to NOAA
routinesy along woth the technical information necessary for effective
use of the data. Direct liaison between the Air Weather Service and
NOAA could be authorized to work out details of data transmission and
use., Questions about the source of the data could be answered by simply
saying that they come from a classified military space program, without
divulging which program or what its total mission might bes This
approzch does not appear to have any serious disadvantages, yet it
would allow KOAA to begin immediately reaping the benefits of DSAP
technology.

5. (U) Tris course of action agrees with the position of the Joint
Chiefs of Stzf{ on DSAP data declassification as outlined in JCSM
272-72, § June 1972, I will send a memorandum to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff irforming them of the action being taken.

‘ With your approval, I am prepared to:

g+ Direct the Air Force Systems Command to revise the DSAP Security
Classificetion Guide to reflect this declassification of the data, and

b+ Direct the Military Airlift Command to make arrangements to
provide DSiP date to NOAA on a routine basis.
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