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Chinege Communist Huclear Cepablility

Thia wreau regords HiZe13=2-00, The Chilnese Commmnist
Atanle Imergy Progran; ns one of the mopt significant mnong
rzeent intelligence products. The NIE made clear the feot
that it 19 no longsr a gquastion of whether Feiping iz enpoped
in & nutlear weapons program; but only of when » detonntion
nmey w caxpected., Thw perticulsr signilicence of the HIE was
that it advancad the eerliest datse Ly vhich Pelping might be
able to explode & nuelear device.

The implications of the NIZ have been pgiven considersble
thought in FE, im $/P, and within Defense.

I belleve thet the Department's planning would be facili-
tated 1f NlE=13-2=40 could be followed b a further ¥IE which
would nttempt to prediet Lhe reperaussions, politicel sa well
as militery, of a Chinese Communict nuclesr detonstion sng of
thie snbsequent acquisitdon of a muclesr militery capability,
snphasizing the impaoct in auch arcas an:

S5ino~3oviet Nelstions.
Pelping's policy toward disermsmend, and dest
ban nepotistions.
Policies and sttitudes toward the Bloe and the
Vest of non-Communist Asian countries, partioulerly Japan,
I.ndia_’ al free Ghinﬂ‘
Chinese Communist political andfor militory
aotions In Southesst Aals, Talwan 3tralts, Kores, and elsewhera.
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in gormection with the gbove, I balieve i{ would be
worthwhile to obtein o very brief statement as Lo whather
the time vange glven in NIiE~13~2-60 (paragreph 5) 1s atill
conafdared valid in the light of aurrent Sine~3oviet
relations, Chinese Communlst economle diffieuliies, and eny
ather possible new wvidenos, Prasunably, howaver, Chinese
Gommumist intentions snd cepsbllities in the nuclesr weapons
rrogran jteelf need not apgein to be gpone into in dotsail at
thiz time. Hether, wont 1z needed now la to exsrdne the
broader Impllications of whot was nreviouwaly estlnsted,
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