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DEAR HENEY

HERE ARE SOME POINTS WHICH STRIKE ME AS IN FAVOR OF AN ABM BAK
PROPOSAL, 1 HOPE THE PRESIDENT WILL ACCEPT MY RECOMMENDATIONS IN
DSDEL SALT 875.

1T WOULD BE MILITARILY ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE U,5. TO HAVE A
MUTUAL APM BAN AS COMPARED WITH NCA OR ONE SAFEGUARD/NCA, OR
TWO SAFECUARD/NCA (ALREADY AUTHORIZED) , OR EVEN THREE SAFEGUARD/NGCA.
THE ADDITIONAL SOVIET VULNERABILITY TO POSEIDON (OR RESIDUAL
MINUTEMEN) ATTACK EESULTING FROM THE ELIMINATION OF SOVIET AHMS,
THE REDUCED RISK OF SAM UPGRADE, AND THE EASIEE CALCULABILITY OF
ASSUBED DESTRUCTION GREATLY CUTWEIGHS THE SMALL INCREASE IK
MINUTEMEN SURVIVING AN ATTACK (EVEN ASSUMING THREE SAFEGUARD
STTES),

IF WE SEEK MORE FROM THE SOVIETS IN THE CASE OF A BAN
THAN IF & LIMITATION, THE U.S5. WILL HAVE TO BEAR ONUS OT &
FATLURE TO GET & BAN, 1IN THIS FI1SHBOWL WORLD, THE PROCESS BY
WHICH 4 BAN ESCAPED US WILL BECOME TUBLIC.

ONE PROPOSAL TS FOk & TEMPORARY ARRANGEMENT ALLOWING
CRAND FORKS AND MOSCOW. FOR US TO INITIATE THIS PROPOSAL
MAKES AIMOST CERTAIN THAT ANY SUBSEQUENT LIMITATION ARRANGEMENT

{AS OPPOSED TO BAN) WILL BE ON A ONE-FOR-OKE BASIS, 1IN THE
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LAST ANAIYS1S, WE MAY HAVE TQ SETTLE FOR SUCH AN OUTOOME. BUT
IF WE FROPOSE [T LN CONHECTION WITH ZERO, 1 THINK WE LOSE
WHATEVER EAEG&IHIHE POWER WE HAVE ON 5AM UOPGRADE, OTEER LARGE
PHASED=-ARRAY RADARS, ETC. T THINE THAT SUCH LEVERACE TAEES
WOULD NOT BE ENTAILED IF WE PROFDSE A FLAT AEM BAN,

IN VIEW ©F THE ABOVE STRATEGIC MILITARY, NEGOTIATING
AND FOLITICAL CONSIDERATIONE, APPROVAL IS URCED FOR DELEGATION
T0 PROCEED ALONG LINWES OF FARAGEAFHS 1 - 6 DF USDEL SALT 875,

WARM REGAERDSE,
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