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ALGUST 3, 1971
EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR AMBASSADOR GERARD SMITH
FROM HENRY A. wISSINGER |

1 AM BECOMING SOMEWHAT CONCERNED BY WHAT APPEARS TO
BE THE LEISURELY PACE AT WHICH THE CURRENT ROUND IS
PROCEEDING. 1 HAD ANTICIPATED THAT AFTER THE MAY 29
ANNOUNCEMENT WE WOULD BE ABLE TO MOVE EXPEDITIOUSLY. IN THE
DIRECTION @F AN AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD BE CONSISTENT ¥ITH
THE UNDERSTANDINGS SET FORTH AT THAT TIME. ‘I CAN SEE
SEMONOV'S GAME BUT HE HAS PLAYED IT LONG EMOUGH NOW AND IT

IETI?E T0 €ET DOWN TQ HLISIHEES.

- IT Il'-'f'h‘ APPEARS THMAT WE MAY BE FUHEI}IHE A" PLETHORA OF
ESOTERIC I[SSUES AND RISKING A MORE RAPID PACE BY ‘A SERIES
OF DIVERSIONS ON MATTERS WHICH INVOLVE THE .SPECIALIZED
CONCERNS OF ARMS LIMITATIONS EXPERTS BUT “WHICH IN THE FIIML
ANALYSIS CONSTITUTE BARRIERS TO ﬂGHIEﬂ'IIH THE xnm OF
HEHEIITIJH VE HAD* HOPED - FOR.

'WITH RESPECT  TO THE ZERO ABM PROPOSAL, I MUST SAY THAT
I MELD THE BELIEF, BASED ON MY CONVERSATIONS WITK-DOBRYNIN,
THAT SUCH A4' PROPOSAL WOULD NEVER BE smnusur CONSIDERED
BY THE SOVIETS BECAUSE IT WOULD REQUIRE THE ‘COSTLY -DISMANTLING
OF ASSETS WHICK THEY HAVE ALREADY PROVIDED FOR. 'BUT 1 VILL
YIELD TO WISER HEADS. :

I HEGIHHIEE ‘THAT MY GUHEERHE MAY ROT - BE HII.IL F'IJUHIJED
BUT "VOULD VERY MUCH APPRECIATE REASSURANCE ‘FROM :YOU 'aKD THE
BENEFITS OF YOUR OVN ESTIMATE OF THE VORX -SCHEDULE YOU™!
VISUALIZE FOR THE DAYS AHEAD.. -THE FOREGOING “IS NOT" SUGGESTED
BY WAY OF CRITICISM BUT ‘RATHER AN EXPRESSION OF ‘MY OWN

. PERSONAL COMCERN THAT WE MAY BE TRAVELING DOVN TOO MaNY

* WITH MIN.

- BYWAYS WHICH COULD DIVERT US FROM THE ULTIMATE GOAL VE ALL

SEEK:C ' THIS HAS NOT BEEN SHOWN TO THE PRESIDENT ﬂ! DISCUSSED

—

nnu REGARDS, : v
339 : AU

i . HOWNGRADED
| | e £0, 17058, Section 3.1 (9)
by Hational Security Council,

U3 ARMS CONTROL AMD DISARMARENT ACENDY -
CwclaraFidaasy | ] I whada i ) in past

b___Ftem

LBF B

UHCLASSIFE

} S

it W

-



