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FOLLOVING 1S ENSASSY INFORMAL TAANSLATION OF ARCHBISHOP -
ROMERD* S LETTER TO PRESIOENY CARTER A3 T APPEARED IN

LocaL PRESS.

QUOTE: N THE LAST FEV CAYS MEVS KAS APPEARED I[N THE
WATIONAL PRESS THAT WORRIES ME GREATLY: ACCOAROING 70
INE REPORTS YOUR GCVERWMENMT 1S STUDYING THE PCSSIBILITY
OF CCONOMIC ANG MILITARY SUPPCRT AMD ASSISTANCE 70 THE
PRESENT JUMTA GOVERMRENMT.

BLCAUSE YOU ARE A CHRISTIAN AKD BECAUSE YOU

NAVE SHOUN THAT YOU VANT TO DEFEND NUMAN RIGHTS | VENTURE

10 SET FORTH FOR YOU MY PASTCRAL POINT OF VIEV
CONCERKING THIS KEWS ANS 1O MAKE A REQUEST.

1 AM VERY VORRIED BY THE NEWS THAT THE GOVERNRENT

OF THE UNITED STATES (S STUDYING A FORA OF 2BETTING
THE ARMING OF EL SALVADOR 8Y SENDING MILIYARY TEARS
AND ACVISORS TO °TRAIN THREE SALVADSRAM SATALLIONS
1K LOGISTICS, COMMUNICATIONS, ANO INTELLIGEKCE.® IF
THIS INFURMATION FRQM THE HEWSPAPERS (3 CORRECT, THE
CONTRIBUTION OF YQUR GOVERNMENT INSTEAD OF

PROMOTIEG GREATER JUSTICE AND PIACE IN EL SALYAOCR
WILL VITHOUT OOUBT SHARPEN THE tXJUSTICE ANQ REPREISION
AGAINST THE ORGANIZATIONS OF TWZ PECPLE WHMICH
REPEATEOLY HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING TO GAIN RESPECT FOR
THEIR KOST FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS.

THE PRESENT JUNTA GOVERNMENT 8NJ ABCVE ALl THE

ARMED FORCES ANO ZECURITY FORCES UNFCRTUNATELY MAVE
NOT OEMONSTRATED THEIR CAPACITY 10 RESOLVE, iIN
POLITICAL AN STAUCTURAL PRACTICE, THE GRAVE NATIOMAL
PROBLEMS. IN GEMERAL THEY WAVE QNLY REVERTED 19
REPRESSIVE VIOLENCE PROQUCING A TOTAL OF DEATHS aKD
INJURIES MUCH GREATER THAN (N THE RECEMT MILITARY
REGIMES VHOSE SYSTEMATIC VIOLATION OF WUMAN RIGHTS
VAS JENCUNCED BY THE INTEANATIQUAL cCRMMITTEE N HUMAN
RIGHTS,
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1T 1S 1S TRUE THAT LAST MOVENBER i GACUP OF

SIX AMERICANS WEAE (M EL ZALY3DCR...PCYIBING
£280, 803 11 GAS #A3KS AN FLAK JACKETS SND IH3TIUL
ABOUT (REIR USE AGAINST JEMONSTRATCRS®, YOU fOURSEL
SHOULD BE INFORRED TRAT (T (S EVICENT rnar SINCE
TNEM THE SECURITY FCRCES WITH BETTER PERICNAL
PROTECTICH aNO EFFiSIENCY HAVE REPRESIED TWE PEOPLE
EVEN MORE VIOUENTLY USING LETHAL WEAPGNS.
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FOR TH1S REASOM 25 WELL 25 AY SBLIGATION 2S A
SALVOQRAN AND S ARCHBISHOP OF THE SRCHOICCELE COF

SAN SALVADOR TO SEE THAT FAITH &ND JUSTICE REIGN

{M MY COUNTRY, | ASK YCU, IF YOU REALLY YANT TQ CEFEND
HUMAN RIGHTS,

- 10 PRORIBIT THE GIVING OF THIS MILITARY A1D TO
THE SALVAQORAN GOVERKMENT, 4ANO

- 70 GUARANTEE THAT YOUR GOVERKMENT VILL NCT INTERVENE
DIRECTLY OR {NOIRECTLY VITH MILITARY, ECOHCHMIC,
DIPLOMATIC, OR OTHER PRESSURES TC DETERMINE THE
DESTIKY GF THE SALVAOCRAN PECPLE. .

IM THESE MOMENTS VE ARE LIVING THROUGH & GRAVE
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CRISIS IN QUR CCUNTRY, BUT
IT 1S CERTAIN THAT IT IS IMCREASINGLY THE PECPLE
VHO ARE AVAKEMING 2ND ORGAMIZIMG AND HAVE BEGUN 10
PREPARE THEMSELVES TO MANAGE ANO SE RESPONSIBLE FCR
THE FUTURE OF EL SALVADGR; CNLY THEY ARE CAPABLE QF
OVERCQIING THE CRISIS.

1T VOULD BE UNJUST AND DEPLORABLE IF THE

IMTRUSION OF FCREIGN POWERS WERE 70 FRUSTRATE THE
SALYAQORAW PEQPLE, WERE TO REPRESS 1T aND BLOCK TS
AUTCNOROUS DECISIONS 2BOUT THE ECCNCMIC AND PGLITICAL
PATH THAY CUR COUNTRY CUGHT TO FOLLQW.

17 QBULD VIOLATE THE RIGHT PUBLICLY RECIGNIZED
8Y THE LATIK AMERICAN BiSHOPS MEETING IN PUEBLA:

STHE LEGITIMATE SELF-OETERMINATICH CF QUR PEQPLE
THAT PEAMITS THEM 7O CRGANIZE ACCORDING TQ THEIR
OWM GENIUS AND THE MARCH OF THEIR HISTORY AND TO
COGPERATE IN A NEW INTERNATIONAL CROER".

| HOPE THAT YOUR RELIGIQUS SENTIRENTS aND YQUR
FEELINGS FOR THE DEFENSE OF MUMAN RIGHTS VILL
MOVE YQ' TO ACCEZPT MY PETITION, AVOIO!(NG BY THIS
ACTION WORSE ELCODSHED JMIMIS-SUFFERING T
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