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0 151806Z NOV 83 
FM AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 

.TO SflCSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 80'2 

C e If .P i !l e If 'i' l A L GUATEMALA 09871 

~ DECAPnONED~ 
E. 0. 12356: DECL: OADR 
TAGS: PGOV, EAID, SHUM,. PXNS, Pnn', GT 
SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON THE INPORMAT ION;;RClVE•CT\ 

CONCEBNING THE DEATHS OF THE THREE AID r. 
RELATED PERSONS. 

REP: GUATEMALA 9870 
l. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. THE GUATEMALI\N PRESS, PARTI CtlLARLY THE EVENmG 
PAPERS OP NOVEMBER 12, GAVI! GREAT PROMINEN:B TO THE 
DEA'I'US OF THE AID RELATED PERSONS, AND LA HORA GAVE 
rr B.I\NNI!I\ IIEADLmES ACROSS 'l'HE ENTIRE FRONT PAGB. 
NONE OF TIIB PAPERS SWALLOWED T11B OPPIC:tAL VERSION 
OF AN ACCIDENT. TIIB DIPLOMATIC CORPS ALSO GIVES NO 
CREDmiLITY TO THE OPFIC:tAL VERSION. 

3 • FROM TIIB IXJCUMEi.rrs WHICH WBRE FOUND, IT LOOKS 
AS IF THE All'l'HOI\rriES INTENDED TO PROVIDE DOCUMllN'l'A
'l'ION FOR FELIPE 1\ELAC • S WXPE AS WELL. 'l'HEI\E WBI\E 
FOUR PASSES POR TRAVEL TO MBXICO AND A PASSPOR'I' 
AND A CEIXILA DE VECmo.AD ISSOBD TO ELVIRA DB JESUS 
SOLARES, BUT WITHOUT PHOTOGRAPHS. WHY CELIA CHET . 
DE RALAC BAS NOT 'l'URNBD UP IS STILL A MYSTERY. IT 
WOOLD APPBAR TO HAVE BEEN .'liN OVERSIGHT TO HAVE· ·LBPT 
THE. ooCoMENTs WHICH WERE TO BE USED POR HER wrrH 
~·llf!N'l':r:rc!> 
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THE REST OF THE DOCUHENTS liND THIS MAY mDICATB 
THAT THE WHOLE ACCIDENT WAS RAPIDLY STAGED . 
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4 . QI.JITE APART PROM THE REPORTED IU\RLY MORNING 
WAAAING TO THE FIREMEN IN COATEPEQUB, TilE AUTIIOIUTIES 
ACTI!D wrrH I!XTI!AORJ)JNARY -DILIGENCB AND SPEED IN 
REMOVING TilE CAR PROM ITS AIJ.FnSD RI!STDIG PLACE AND 
MOVING IT TO THE POLICE STATION AT PAJAPITA BY 
8:15A.M. FR~. MOIIEMBER 11, POR AT THAT HOOR INTER
AMERICA WAS NO'tiPIED BY THE FUNERAL HOM!! IN COATEPEQQB 
THAT THE VEHICLE WAS ALREADY IN PAJAPITA. IT IS ALSO 
INTERESTING THAT THE BODIES ~/ERE TRANSFI!RRED TO 
NATIONAL HOSPITAL AT COATEPEQI.Jil, WHERE A FEDERAL 
~VER.NMENT EMPLOYEE C01.1IJl ISSVE THE REPORTS OF DEATH, 
WHEN THE ACCIDENT OCCURRED MUC!I CLOSER TO PAJAPITA . 
AN EXAMDIATIOI'I OP THE SITE OF THE WRECK BY THE 
TRAVELING GROUP PROM GUATEMALA CITY MENTIONED IN THE 
REFERENCED TELEGRAM, REVEALED NO SIGNIFICANT .INFORMATION • 

5. MY OWN VIEW IS THAT THE INCIDENT WAS A PROMPT 
RESPONSE BY THE ARC!IIVOS UNDER COL. JUAN JOSE 
HARROQI.JIN SILIEZAR (CHJ:EP OF STAFF OF THE PRESJ:DENT) 
TO THE VIGOROUS HUMAN RIGHTS PRESENTATION MADE BY 

' UNDER SECRETARY IKLE AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ELLJ:or ABRAMS ON NOVEMBER 7 • THE 'I'KEMI! BEING: 
'YOU CAN'T TALK TO US THIS WAY; WE WILL SHOW You•• 
THERE IS, OP COORSE, THE POSSmiLITY 'mAT ONE OR MORE 
OP THE PERSONS DIED tiNDER TORTURE AND THAT THE 
INCENDIARY DEVICE WAS NECESSARY IN 0RJ)ER TO DESTROY 
ALL BVIDENCE OF TOR'IUR.B ON THE BODJ:ES OP TilE TKO 
~ER PERSONS. ·THE 'IHIRD ~ON HAD TO BE THROWN 
r:»T OP THE CAR IN. ORJ)ER TO PROVIDE VERISIKILI'I'ODE 
FOR THE St:JRVIW.L OF THE GENtJINE AND PRADDELENT 
eootnCI!If'I':EM. 
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llOC\IKBNTS IN GOOD SHAPE. THE GEI>IUlNE DOCtlMENTS 
WERE IN EXCEIJJi":NT CONDITION AND THE FALSE DOCtlMENTS 
WERE SAID BY THOSE WHO EXAHINED THEM TO BE VBRY 
CLUMSY 'FORGERIES WITH TBE SEALS ON 'J'!I!l PASSPORT 
PHOTOGRAPHS NO'f Ml'.TCHING PARTS OP Tiri!( SEALS ON THE 
PASSPORT PHO'l'OC?RAPH PAGES. 

6. I STJ:LL OON.'T SEE THAT WE HAVE A VERY GOOD 
LEGAL-<ASE. FOR' D"'"G"l*>1G THE OPPJ:CJ:AL VERSION OF AN 
ACCIDENT. Tt1ERB IS ONE ADVANTAGE IN THIS CASE. 
SO PAR, OvER THE FEBRUARY CASE , IN THAT A DEATH 
CERTIFICATE IS BEING ISSVED FOR PELXPE RALAC XEL0C 
AND THXS DOES ALU:/tf HIS 'I'i.'O AND A IIALP YEAR OLD SON 
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TO. OBTAIN WHATEVER PENSION IS GOING TO BE AI'IARDilD 
B'i INTI!lUIHERICA. THE CASE CRIES OUT FOR JUSTICE, 
BUT PBIUIAPS WE SHOULD GO EASY UNTIL WE KNOW THE FA'I'E 
OF RALAC'S WIPE . 

7. I. WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THIS CASE BY ~ PHONE 
WITH l\1\A/CEN AT. 5:00P.M. WASHINGTON TIME. 
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