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You will- meet’tﬂii“hﬂ:’eﬁfﬁhht’t} p.m. vnth the principal
o>fficials coricerned with our polici‘el in South Vietnam, including
*4r. Murrow and Ambassador Nolt{ug‘. '
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Roger Hilsman and BUT

.Colby (CIA) m]l be prepared to
~eport to you an the most recentd“&velopments.

A commitien ~f
ranerals has been formed for the:'prurpoae of bringing about a
military coup within a week.' Itafticontemplated that the gover
+ould be formed after the coupy >taibe headed by G e
and will include some mllituy ofifcert x5 cabinet positions.

The
generals have asked for a tokenoﬁU. s. ‘good faith [n the form of
an innocuous mesuage over- then'Volc’é of America.
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oﬁé %ﬁler! coup planl by cgrtain
Thh group !nclhd“ Lhe labor leader.
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. We ‘also ha.ve a report
civilian leaders,

THe purpose oi' tfwi meéi :
latest developmentl and prcgf

~ Nolting will be lﬂlhble. -
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- 3 (b} : Wh[!‘e the Un{ted State& would prefer to retain
<
A

Prenldent Diem in’ ofﬂce, we have serious doubts that
it can effectively be done.:

'We should leaveto the
Vietnamese’ military leaderl tha dcciuton whether Diem
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()  The fundamenta.l objective of the United States

in South Vietnam has not changed: it will continue to give
wholehearted support to.the prosecution of the war
against the Viet Cong terrorists, and will continue
assistance to any government in South Vietnam which
shows itself ca.pable of susta{ning this effort.

You may wish to ernphas{z‘e the'great 1mportance of highly
~=ordinated collective action by the government officials and
azencies involved- here in Wash{ngton. ;

At the moment coordi.t‘mﬂon'ft be{ng carrted on. throug‘;
P.ozer Hilsman's office.
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