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abuki play--I 've had one complaint: You surfaced fehssc a position 
they were  supposed to  surface.  

J: At their  specific request  . . . Okay, we won't get into "who hit John? I see ,  
I see.  

K: Well, the s tory I get . . . since no one in his bureaucracy knows of his 
commitment, he'  s got one hel l  of a problem. He needs some 'ha n ging tough' on 
our side ( ?  ) .  What he i s  proposing . . . he stands by h is  commitment. What he needs 
i s  a l i t t le help, l ike removing any reference to the word 'comprehensiv,  ' and the 
acceptance of some Japanese pr inciples ,  which don't change the substance, but which 
they can point to a s  their  achievement. Do you know what they a r e  talking about? 

J: Well, . . . our acceptance of their  showing damage. 

K: It doesn't  change the substance though. My problem i s  the guy I ' m  tal king 
to doesn't  understand ei ther .  The i r  proposal i s  that i t  would be eas ies t  for  him 
to s f a  handle box- i t  now i f  our  ambassador  were  instructed to do the next round with 
their  new commerce  minis te r  and do i t  alone--with no in t e rp re t e r - - s ince  the man 
speaks perfect  English. 

J: But the new commerce  min i s t e r  doesn't  . . . 

K: F i r s t ,  there  i s  to be no reference to an agreement .  

J: No, I understand. 

K: He says  he will give specific instructions tomorrow. 

J :  To Shimoda? 

K: No to their  commerce  minis te r .  MXSQ?X Meyer  should see  him alone- -be 
tough on our demands, but do something on the word 'comprehensive'  and on some 
other unspecified pr inciples ,  whatever that means.  And then i t  will be sett led soon. 

J :  Okay. 

K: I ' m  s u r e  this i s  c l ea r  to you. 

J: Okay. 

K: I didn't intend to get into it. 
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J: No, you had to. Shimoda said i t  was personal  f r o m  the P r i m e  Minister  . . . 
He said Shimoda i s  the one to handle it.  

K: That 's  what he told the President .  

J: Yes,  the word he  had f r o m  the P r i m e  Minister  i s  what I gave you. 

K: He said the re  would be new instructions tomorrow. 

J: Well, according to how they wanted to play i t -  - I 've  taken the position 
that I ' l l  handle i t  however they want to play it. 

K: F r o m  where I s i t ,  i t ' s  been handled with exquisite tact. They just 
haven't been able to handle their  buceaucracy. 

J: I 've been going through some  charades to  help them ht the P r i m e  
Minis te r ' s  request.  I thought i t  was okay. Now i t ' s  not any more .  

K; Well, get h im to s e e  the  Commerce  Minister alone, and give them what . . . 
the word I got specifically i s  that the substance would not be changed. He would l ike 
a l i t t le help by being able to point to something. 

J :  Okay. Do you know Hira  sawa? 

K: Yes, I ' m  not eager  to talk with h im about textiles though. 

J: He wanted to s e e  m e  and you. I t ' s  Shimoda's impression that Hirasawa 
'knows averytfaaag. I '  

K: Yes, but we don't know whether Shimoda knows everything. 

J: This i s  the problem. I t ' s  c l ea r  to m e  that Shimoda doesn't  know about 
the piece of paper.  

K: No one knows about it. I talked to h im and - -  I l ied to h im-- I  said no 
one he re  knows about it. We a r e  just  issuing direct ives  f r o m  here.  

J: I 've told Armin. 

K: He won't make a slip? 

J: No, I didn't te l l  him about the piece of paper.  Are  you going to see  
Hirasawa? 
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K: If you think I should. 

J: No. You have no word h e ' s  the P r i m e  Minister ' s  man?  

K: No. and he  had everyopportunity to  introduce this - - this fella I 'm talking to. 

J: Okay. I ' m  seeing him on Wednesday. 

K: If you feel  a f te r  seeing h im that he  knows anything - -  m y  man  was 
imploring m e  that nothing be said about the piece of paper .  I a m  s u r e  he would 
have said this m a n  was authorized to speak. 

J: Okay. 

K: You can ' t  wri te  his tory af te r  you've seen a thing like this.  Documents 
have nothing to do with it. I t ' s  a kabuki play. 


