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• • SECRE~ ·• 
CHINESE DEMONSTRATE NUCLEAR WEAPONS DELIVERY CAPABiliTY 

Peking has claimed that its 
fourth nuclear test, conducted 
on 26 October, ~as of a weapon 
deli!ii!!ered b a ballistic missile. 
The evidence ava.ilable-­
althouq 1ndirect--supports this 
claim, and indicates t hat the 
Chines~ are making substantial 
progress toward a missile strike 
capability. The political imp~ct 
of the e~losion probably ~etted 
them some immediate 9ains, which, 
however, may be partly offset in 
the longer run. 
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The detonation occurred 
about 100 miles east of the Lop 
t4or nuclear test site and, 1 ike 
~he first two Chinese 
had a yield in the 
mediate~~~ 
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• SECRET • 
The detona tion point fo~ the 

latest test is 350- 400 •ilcs from 
China's mis•ile test center at 
Shuang-chenq-tzu, and the time of 
detonation would he compatible 
with a ballistic missile 1auncb 
from there at ~ time suitable for 
ballistic missile testin9 . 

There is not enough infor­
mation to establioh t ha t the Chi­
nese have developed a ballistic 
missile and compat ible nuclear 
warhead meeting the requirements 
of readiness, 4el iabil i ty, and 
accuracy for a deployable weapons 
syatem. ~he 26 October test, how­
ever, inQicatee that they have 
~ee significant proqreaa in solv­
in9 at least some of ~he probl~s 
involved. 

The exact timinv of the test 
may have been a djusted to come 
durinq President Johnaon's trip 
for political effect. ThQ neces­
sary developmental work, howaver, 
~as under way for many months be­
fore the Manila Confe rence was 
announced. The teat oame at a 

• • 

time whon the reglme was bAdly i n 
need o r a &howy achievement. corn..­
in~ on the heals of th6 Manila 
Conference, it also sarved as a 
psychol ogical boost to the Viat­
n~ese Communiets and as a Te­
rninder that China 's military po­
tentia l must be ta'ken into a c­
count i n any considera tion ot the 
Vietn~ese sieuation. Unli,t e 
cocunm1qu.4s issued aft.er ear li • ,r 
testa, Pekinq's anno~nc~ent this 
time mentioned the war in Vi etnam. 

The Chinese may also have 
hoped that a demonotrat ion of 
their aoientific capabilities 
would undercut derisive bloc com­
mentary on the excesses of their 
"cultural revolution.• Some of 
t he political and psycholoqical 
~alns t hat Peking realized f rom 
this test, however, v ill prob.bly 
be off• et over the longer r un by 
the f ear aroused in both the Co~­
muniat and non-Communiet worlds 
that China is becominq an &ven 

threat to 
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