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CHINESE DEMONSTRATE NUCLEAR WEAPONS DELIVERY CAPABILITY

Peking has claimed that its The detonation ocourrsd
fourth nuclear test, conducted about 100 miles east of the Lop
atr 26 Ogtcber, was of a weapon Hor nuclear test site and, like
delivered by a ballistic misszile. the first twec Chinese tests,
The #Evidence available-- had a yield in the lew-inter-
altheugh indirect-—-supports this mediate range.

¢laim, and indicates that the
Chinese are making substantial
progress toward & missile strike
capability. The political impact
of the explosion probakly netted
them some immediate gains, which,
however, may he partly offset in
the locager run,

CHINESE COMMUNIST NUCLEAR TESTING
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The detonation peint for the
Lateet test ig 350=-400 miles Ffrom
China's misgile tast center at
Shuang-cheng=tzu, and the time of
detonation would be compatible
with a ballistie missile launch
from there at a time guitable for
ballistic missile testing.

There is not anough infor-
mation to establish that the Chi-
nese have Javeloped a ballistic
missile and compatible nuclear
warhead meeting the reguirements
of readiness, reliability, and
acocuracy for a deployable weapsns
eystem,
aver, indicates that they have

macde significant progress in solv-

ing at least some of the problems
involved.

The exact timing of the test
may have been adjusted to come
during President Johnaon's trip
for political effact. The neces-
sary developmental work, howaver,
waz under way Efor many months be-
fore the Manila Conference was
antounced. The test came at a

The 26 Octaober test, how-

e

time when the regime was badly in
need of a showy achievemant, Com=
ing on the heals of the Manila
Conferance, it alsc served ag a
psychological booet to the Viet-
namese Communists and as a Té=
mindaer that China's military po-
tential must be taken into ac-
count in any consideration of the
Vietnamege situation. Unlike
communiqués issued after earlie:
tests, Peking's announcement thlis
time mentioned the war in Vietnam,

The Chinese may also have
hoped that a demonstration of
their scientific capabilities
would undercut derisive bloc com=-
mentary on the sxcesses of thedr
"gultural revolutien.,® Some of
the political and psychologlcal
gains that Peking realized from
this test, however, will probably
be cffset over the longer run by
the fear aroused in both the Com-
munist and non-Communist worlds
that China is becoming an even
more dangersus threat to peace.
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