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SUBJECT: Information on Chinese Nuclear Capabilities

1. PFollowing 18 US Govi sseessment of Chinese nuclear cepabilities to be

used mt your discreticm in orally briefing President Park. Assessment draws
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on latest NIE and hag received approval and updating from cﬂ?bul; no mention

of NIE should be made to Parkyant briefing should be described s “assessmont”

rather than s estimate.

COMMUNIST CHINESE NUCLEAR CAPABILITIES

SUMMARY

Chine clearly asplires to grest power status, and current Chinece leaders

have given a high priorlty to developing a substantial strategic capability

as essentisl to such status. If the Chinese make wise use of th_&ir limitica,

resources--and resolve their internal political conflicta--they could meke

ut&an‘f progresa towerd the achievement of these goals over

A. Present Chinese Capebilities

vhe next decade,

l. At present Peking may have a fev small-yield atomlc weapons which
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rcuﬂﬂ be delivered by existing Chinese bombers of the TU-4 or TU-16 type. They
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could also heve & crude thermonuclear bomb with a megaton-yleld for the TU-16.

2. We believe that the Chinege have developed an MREM aystem in the Ev:ﬂ-l,ﬂm
nm rangs, but we have no evidence that it has been deployed. Initial deployment
could hegin durlng the next year or 2o. When this system is operationel, all Asimn
nations with the exceptlon of parts of India and Indomesia would be within range of
MREMs deploved close to China's eastern and southera borders. We anticipate that
the warheads indtially employed would have ylelds under 100-kt.

3« Tbe Chinese have demonstrated s capabllity to produce & thermonuclear
device with s yleld of several megatons. Although this device wae not missile—
deliverasble, their last test in December 1967, which was not announced by Peking,
apparently wae an unsuccessful attempt to achieve a light-welght thermomuclear (TN)
design as a step toward a weapon which could be missilewdielivered by en ICEM or
possibly an MEEM.

L.  Peking hes constructed one Soviet-type diesel-powered "G-class" submarine
vhich 1 deslgned to fire three ballistic misslles. w we hove no avidence
indicating that the Chinese havwe developed a missile sy:u.tq.ﬁ suitable for thie
single sutu-rim.f
B. Poselble Tevelopments

1. Weapons. We expect that Peking will continue t¢ work toward tl:Le devalcop-
ment of thermonuclear devices for IUBMs and leseer-renge strategic atteck syetems.

2. DnJ.ivarx E-;.{Ht-ems

a. MREM. In 1969 enough fissionable materiels should become avallable
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I_ to allow the Chinese to deploy & limited number of MREMe. By the mildé-1570's Faking_.|
mey be able to deplcy ss many as 100 MABEMs, same with TN varheads, in soft fixed
asltes.

b, ICBM. China is vorking on an ICBM and is capable of deploying cne
with a TN warbead and baving & range of over 5,000 miles by the early or mid-l970%s.
This deployment could =eonceivably take place as early as 1971-1572, if the Chinece
program encountered no major setbacks. The Chinese may decide to deploy thelir first
ICEM at only a few sites by sbout the mid-1970's. Any lerge-scale Chinese ICBYM
deployment may awalt the avallability of ICBMs with improved lsuncher survival,
reliabiiity, and eccuracy.

c. Medium Bombers. Chinm is considered capable of producing the Scviet

TVU-15 medium jet bamber, which has & combat redius of 1,650 m. If Peking produces
such aireraft, we belleve thet it could have about 50 or so cperational by 1972

d. Missile-launching Subnarines. UWe hawve 1o evidence that Peking is

presently comstructing any additional ballistic misslle submarines. China hae
shown some interest In nuclesr-powered submarines cepsble of launching hallistic
miselles. However, even 1f the regime has started research and development of
such & vesael, we do not believe that the firsl unit could be cperational until
the late 19T70's at the earliest.

3. Conelusion. The extent of actual progress will remain in doubt =o long

86 political fanaticism and disorder continue to infect China. While we have
evidence that disruptions associated with the Cultural Revoluticn have involved

goverament agencles in the weapons fleld, we have nc way of assessling precisely
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rﬂ-the arfect.nr such disruptions on the Chinese advanced weaspons program. In _']

addition, Chinals progress in strategle veapens could be sdversely affected il the
regime sttempte to do too much tco soon.
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