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SUBJ:!X:T: lntormation on Chioose Nuclear Capabilities 

l . Fol..l.o"•J.ns is US Govt asaeosn>ent of Chinese nuclear capabiliti es to be 

used at your discretion in orally briefing Pre tioent Park. ASsessment draws~ 
on latest NJE and bas received appro\'B.l. and updating fran CIA} but no mention 

a>f NIE should be made t o Park1 ana brief ing sb.ould be describe<! as "assesemc....,t" 

rather than ns estinw.te. 

CGUo!I!NIS'l' CHINESE l!UCLEAR CAPABILITIES 

China clearly Q.spires to great power s tatus , nod current Chl.nese leaders 

ba~ given a high priority to developing a s ubs tantial strategic c apabilit y 

as e ssential to sucb status. I f the Chinese OUlke vise use of their ll.m.itc~, 

resources --and resolve their internal POlit ical confllcts--tbey could make 

steady progress tovard the achievement of 'these goal$ over the next deca.de . 

A.. Present Chinese capabilltiea 

l. At present !'eking may have a te" small-yield a OOmie veapons vhich \ 
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r could be del.ivered by eXisting Chinese bOO!lber s of tbe TU-4 or TU-l6 t}'l)e . 'l'hey I 

L 

. 
coul.d also have a . cruee tbermoouc~ea.r bomb wit!\ a l!legaton-yield for the TU-16. 

2 . We bel.ieYe the.t tl\e Chinese have devel oped an MRBM s ystem i n the 6oo-~,o:x> 

nm r!Ulge, but we have no evidence thet it has been deployed. Initia~ de ployment 

could begin durine; t he next year or so. When this system ;!.s operat ional., nl.1 A.sian 

t!.&tiona with t he e xeeption ot parts of India Md Indonesia. voul.d be '•'1tbin rac;;e of 

MRB.Ms deployed close to China' s eastern an<1 southern borders. We anticipate that 

the ve.rbeada :LD:I.tia.lly employed vould have yieJ.ds under J.OO-kt. 

3. Tbe Chinese ha•~ deooost rated a eapab~ity to produce a the rmonuclear 

device "itb. a y1e~d of several megatons. Although t his device """ not m1a•1l.e= 

del.i-...rabl.e, their last test in December 1.967, w!Jj.ch vas not announced by Peking, 

apparently was e.n unsuccessful. attempt to achie ve a ~t-we1ght thern10rruc~ar (Ttl) 

deoign as a step toward a " eapo11 "h1cb coul.d be m1s&il.e-..del.1vered by an ICBM or 

possibly an MRBM. 

4 • . Peking bas cOilAtruct ed one Soviet- type diesel-powered "G-claes• aubmarille 

vbJ.ch i s designed to tire t b.ree beJ.llsti c mis sil.es. ~~ ~ bave no evidence 

indicat ing the.t the Ch1oose have devel.oped a 11.16&1le s)'llte!n euitabl.e for this 

single submarine-/ 

B. J?l:>ssi~ Developments 

1 . 1/eapon.s. 1/e e>q:>ect that Peking vill continue to " ork toward the develop­

ment of thermonucl.ear device~ i'or ICllMs and lesse r-range strategic attock systems. 

2 . . Dell very Systems 

a. MRBM. I1t 1969 enough fiGsionable material.s should become a.vailab~ 
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l t o allow the Chinese to deploy a lim1ted number of l !RBMs . By the m1c-19f0 1 s Peking I 
mey be able to 4eploy as lWIIl;{ a.s 100 MRBMs, sene vith TN varheads, in soft fixed 

s i t es . 

b. ICBII. China is vorkiog on an ICBM and is capable of deploying one 

with a TN warhead en<l having a range of over 5 ,000 miles by t o.e early or mid-1970 's . 

T.lllo deployment could o<:~nceivably toke place &G early as 1971-19'72, if the Chinese 

program e<1countered no major set"oack&. The Chitlese mey decioe tc deploy their first 

I CBM at o:~ly a fevr siteo by about tbe ruid -1970 ' • · Any large-ecs.J.e Chinese ICB.\1 

deployment mey ll>iait the ava il ability Of JCBl'.B vith iJnproved laWlCher sur vival, 

relU.bilit y , a.llO accuracy . 

c. NediUl:l Jlombers. Chine is considered capable of producing the SoViet 

Ttl-16 med1WD jet bomber 1 Vhi.ch has a canbat. r a41us of 1 , 65<> =· It Peking produces 

such aircraft, we believe that it could have nbout 50 or so operational by 1912· 

d . M1seile-launeb1ng Subllla.rines . lie have no eVidence that Peking is 

presently constr1.1ct i ng aey addi tional ballistic missil.e submarines . China hae 

s holln &Ollie interest l n nuclear-powered s ubmarines capable of launching b a.llietic 

misSiles. Bollever, even 11' t he reg:l.llle has sta:-ted researcll and development o:t 

such e. veesel , ve do not believe that the fi r s-t unit c ould be operational untn 

t.be late 1970' a a.t tbe eo.rliest. 

3 . Conclusion . The e xtent of ac tual progress >ill retllB.in in doubt so long 

a& politic al fa.'\O.ticiSJil o.t~d dis or der continue to infect Ohlna. 1/hile ve he,.., 
evideoce t hat disruptions associated vith the Cultural Revolution have involved 

L gove rnment agencies i n t be weapons field , we hsve no way o r aaae&aing precisely _j 
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r the effect or sucb di~rupt1on.s on the Chinese o.dve.nced Yeapons program. In 

L 

addi t ion , China' s progress in str ategic ve&pon& could be adve rsely e.rteeted if' t he 

regime at teapt s to do too lllUch teo soon . 
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