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Despite delays in the deployment of a medi\UII r Mge ballistic missile 

(MRBM) sys tem, CCO!ll1lUT.ist Chinn appears c .. pabl.e o f csl<i~ subotantial progress 

111 a<haneed ·•eapoos duriLlg the next tcv years . leiing could beg,U, dopl oyilll!; 

e. £ev MRJ!Ns ill 1966, and, a& eurl;r as 1971-72, ICBMs with t hermonuclear vo.r-

heads haVl.Jl<; a range of 5 , 000 mUe& . SUch a deve1o~nt raises questicrus 

about a poos i bLe Cbineee miscalculation or t he cha~c~s of i ncreased Chine se 

aggressiveuess or e"-e.n odvent.ur1srn in foreign affair&, but thus ftJr Pelting has 

given no Slgn tha~ the ac~uioiticn of uophisUc<Lteo t~dV'8llCed weapons systelto 

v ill bas icnJ.l.y alter either the ~egilr.e 1 G previous adherence to ,;J>.e s trate8)' of ( 

"people 's "'·ars" or its apparent rezpect for US nucle11r capa..b111ties. ( 

Presant Chinese Nuclear Cupabil1t1~s . At prese~t , Feking may have a Cow 

lCN-yield a.toclie v c .. poas t hat. coul.C be dellvel:'ed by e xisting Chinese :tedium 

bomb<: rs. However, ;,h;; Chinese ure aloo believ~d t.o have developed an MRBM 

e;~~~tem in the 6oo-1,000 lliD r""'PI · Altbougb initial deployme"t of th15 syGtem ~ 
appea r s to have been delayed, it could take plo.ce witl~1n o. Y<~ar o r oo . When \ 

tb.ie a-ys~e.11 1& opera:ti onlll.J Ll Asian ;1at iom:;. jl1th t:l":.e eY.ceptioo of parto ot 

~India aDd l:laon.ooi a woUld b•> " 1 t bir. :r;wee oi' <~uch I"JUllo\!l 11' they wen~ dep loy<!d 

• 
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This IN ruopllfles Md updutea .ll'l-13, "'J'he Chineo>o Jluclenr Thrct>t to Non­
Co11111unist A01o," J1>.nuar1 U, l<fi'7 (SllCRF.'I'/110 fOREIGN DISS~) . 
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close to Cbina' ~ borders . 11>e wa.rhee.ds initially dcployce ,.OUld probably be 

belov 100 K'J', 

' n.e Cbiaeoe have auo de1l011Gtrated o. capo.bil1ty t o pr oduce a t herroonuclear 

device v1tb a yield of aevera.l. megatons. Dw•ioe; i'to moat r ecent; •• aod u.r.­

e.nnowccd -- test i n D:cember L9S'f, Peking apvo.rently made or. unsuccesa.fuJ. 

at tempt to achie 'le a t hermooucl.en:r design Vll1ci:l cou:I.d be m1<:oile·del1\'ered by 

In addition to conventional bomber• e.nd Mi':lli>W, Peking hils CO:'>s tructed oar. 

Sov1e:t·typc die.&el .. powerad ''0- cl.a!lO" ~ubma..rin.e v hieh i u designed 'to :·ire three 

be.llistic missiles. Hove ver 1 t here i to no e vi<Sencc t hat ~he C.bincse have 

developed a missile system suitable for th:is GubJUlnne. 

Po<lo1!>le D:velopt>ents llul'i.!',g the 19'/C' o . Although pro.)ec~10:'>G of C=unist 

China's nucle&r ca._po:oi lltics necessari l y (ll.ust tle 1mprcc1:;e1 tt.QGt ~uthoritieG 

f ield durJ.ng ~he J.97:J 's. In :.959, e:>:>usll fissionable ll\$bcria.l. shoul.d bccooe 

a va:l.l.ebl.os to a.ll.Olf the Chinese to deploy a liJoited number of MRBMS. lly the 

mid-1970 ' • Pell1ng Jr.ll)' be able ~o deploy all :no.ey ao 100 >UJBMs ·• ith ~hel'1l>Onuclcar 

11ar~.eado l.n s o:Ct fixed <:lteo. 

Chi11a i B work1~ on a:o ICilM and .tc eapubJ..e ol' de;>loyi~g t~.e1r weapoo. Yi~b 

a tbe ['Jll<)nucle&r 11arhead tmd havin~; u range o1' 5 , 000 !dles by tbe early or !dd· 

1.9'(0' s . Th1s deployment could concei·:abl,v ~ol;e pl.oce no ee.rly a.s 1971-1972, if 

t!le Cb.ir..eae prog:rom eacoant<:red no snujOl' actbs.cks. f:(m~ever, becttuse or teehni-

cal J.im1 t o.ti<m• , t he Chine5e "'"Y no·~ depJ.oy •hei r :Cirs·t ICS)! oystem exten5i\-.;:ly. 
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There!' o re , -.e " oul d no t e xpect the nurot<lr o f opc•·atio~o.l ICilY. l.o.uncbe:rs t o 

exceed lD to 25 by abou t t he m1d· l 970 1s . · Large - s cale Chinese IC!lM deployment 

ma.y a>~aJ.t the a vailability of J.m;>roved ICBJI.s 1n t ei'JOs o f l auncller s urvival., 

reli abill t y ,and accur ncy . 

Al.tbcual> curr~nt ev1dellee l ndi ctttca tho.t ?e:..1ne 1u no-· e tresG.ing thO 

de ,'elopment of MRI!Ms an<! particulo.rl..y :CCJ!Io!l;, t to Clline u~ could also c onst !'Uot 

o t her t ype & of 6<>l1vel"'/ s yatcu , s uch lUI :oe<lil.llt Jet bombers o r miooil.c - lo.Wlching 

subaia.rlnes . Al.tbollgh s ubmari nes udgbt o.ppca.r t o be an attract1-re del.iverr 

&y6'telt t o the Chir.ese, there i s no eYi dence that .Peki ne 1 & present l y coru~truct-

in& any add i t ional b<ll.llstlc mis sile subl!a:ri.Dcs . Tbe Chinese b&ve shown an 

interest ~ nuc leo.r- povered submari nes, but , e ven 1! tbe regime lla.!l started 

research and develop<oet>t o1' ouch n ves sel , it i s unl ilr.cly t hat t be fi r s t unit 

could be ope re.ti ona.l. until the late 1970 's at t ile e&rl1est. 

!loth technical SAd political. pr obli.:Jns lllfll<e it <l if!icult to assess with 

b&ve e vidence tbet di s ruption• a9&oe1ated with tbe Culture.l Revolut i o n hn'~ 

1n'o'Olveo government a&encie G 1n t he weapone f ield, 1t 1s unclear vbether the 

de l:o.ya tb&t have apparent ly occarred in MRllM deplo)'U'.en t b.aYe resulted f r rut such 

d1•rupt 1ons o r ! I'<l!ll tec hnica.l. t'I!Ctore . I.n t be long-ru::>., of course, tbe p&cc or 

PeAina' s o.dvancco weaponn pr ogra,T, i r. l l..l<e ly to l:c re tarded sooevbat by the 

ed·.,oat1onal dis:'Uptions o1' the Cul'l;<>>'a.l Rcvol utior.. I n addit ion , CtUna'• progress 

1n otra~eg1e vea:r.<>no coul d be orlvcr&ely al'rcc\.ed 11' tile r egi.mo !lt t cmpt s ~o do 

wo l!!Uch too ~con . 
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l!Bphaais on eol!-vent1ona.l Stra1.e sz Uncbaneed· Des pite the possibi lit y of 

aubatantial Cl:linese progress i n odvanoecl vespOns cysOOl>S .1J! tbe <>ext fev years , 

Peking baa ohO\Ill no s ign that it will eJ.ter i t s relisnoe on "people' s war• or 

that i t •1U lo"e its veU- eonceal.ed but aevert.M leso real. respec t for ;l.'l:erican 

ability to lllUl'•er a IUie.l.onl· a.t t aek vi tb on ove nthel..m1ng acs au.lt or, Chinese 

te.rgeto. 

We cont i nue to believe tbat ""!' depl o:J111S nt China does >:~oJ<e c.loll(l; i t s non-

Ccml<un.1ot peripllery •ill be dictat ed b;t e. desire t o inpro'-e i ts prectige , its 

detense potential., o.nd its abilit;t t o confront US mi l11;ary otrene;th l n Aa iu 

vitb same· degree (at l.ea.st in Chinese tel'I!W) of nuc.l.o<U· powe r . Ne,-ertbe l.eos , ·.te 

cannot rule out t oo pooaib 1l1tr ttw.t t be Chinese coul d ns e even e f c" l CJll-ls "" 

a tbrea~ over American <:l tie• ~<hUe at t oo &<lllle time using their MP.BM.s t o t b.reaten 

Aaian natioru; or US ! orces 1n ASi o.. 'l'be existence of such ~ tlfo- :t'iated t bre"t 

could uade rcut t l:e crc~ 1b1llty of US cCC!lll'.l. tment s t o tho•e oaUcn• undex the 

MRBM aha,OOW . 

\11th or vitho~<t the nbllity t.o mal<e """"' kind of t hreat agfl1nst ;;be US, 

Pek 1ng 1o a<:ctuioition ot: advanoed veapOns o;,'lltc ... 1s bound to ba'tC im;.>or t !lllt 

psychologicu.L eff ect·s oo i t s rcla.t.1ono ·.ti til ltOJZY eow:t.r1e{;1 4.nd espeei al.l.y Asi an 

natio!U5 1n wilic h Peki ng h.ao a.l..ready calle<l for !.'<!VO~ut!oo . ~.o>:>ng ceruu.o 

&ma.ller NJ1DJ:l o tate s , Chinese ,po&tleS!)lon of' s;ophlat;ic;atcd ::uc lec.r veo_i)O:'IS 

o;rotemc will provi de one illOr.<' ~enoon for dcr. l.1ng eaut 1oa>.l,y vith ro p<>llerl:'u~ a 

ne1gr::>or . P:oong lurger nll~io;w \lhich ba'"' n poY.;cntit<l for p:-ocluelng nuclear 

·•eapono, nuch '' " J'npW1 anO It:d1,., ?t.Jo.1og 1G nuclear acc0111pll<hznents '.till likely 

sti.mulo.i.c £ear& of· poGoitlc flflocal.cul.ation und ~(>•~ degr\!c o.r su~c;c·rt for 

developacnt Of tY:cir 0\lj:} »lot~lOO.l' Oystems . 
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A41de from the question of mioe~culat1on ond t te psychological 1mpaet 

ot Pek1ng1 & increasing l)O".Ier in the nuclear field, questions relllB.ia uo to 

vbll tller Peking'$ a.cqu1~1t1on of aopb.:Latice.ted ·•eapons syst·a.'llS "ill cause 

Cbiloeee lead~ rs to overest1mete tbeir rro~dom of ""ticn a.nd emb.oldan them to 
' ' ". " ' . ,•' ' ' ' 

give increa~ed covert support to Asian revolutionary groups such as the 

llur.oeS<I or ThB.1 COIIllllunists. Such a poosibillty CIUltlot be ruled out , 

althou.gl> p reVious patterns in Peklng ' • behavior :U.ad uz to believe that otter 

fa<: tore -- especia.ll;t Pelting' s essess:oent of the rr.volutione.cy situation in a 

perticul.ar country -- •ill continue to e,..rt greater i r.fluence over Chioese 

acti ons in foater1cg "pecpl.e • s, o,.•are . " 
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