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E? !}VZ'_G L groving body of evidence indicates that Commmplst China is ¥
SUGCESTED CISTRIBUTION | developing an intercontinemtal ballistic missile (ICEM) system &
capable of delivering ruclear payloads to targets within the conti-
CIA nental United States. The first five to ten launches, which could
begin during the second half of 1967, willl probably impact within
China'a boundaries. Test firings of vehicles with ranges up to .
6,000 nzutical miles will ultimately be required to demonstrate’the g
nﬂlitarv feasibility of the system and could begin by 1267. The 5
Chinese will probably refer to such {irings as tests of a space E
booster. -
TO: |action | infa. fimitials E

e The f£iight test progranm will probably be conducted from a new launch
Tapility at the exdsting migsile test rangehead at Shuang-ch'engetzu

el=_ ]

!“L in Nerth Central China (l1°05' N., 100"15' E.)., There is as yet no
firm evidence concerning the directions in which the test firings

sk will be launched, but many potential firing asimuths can be eliminated

st becauze of political-geographical consideraiticns. The mos§ likely

o direction of fire would be from the Ehuang-chﬁaﬁg-tzu rangefead to

- the south and southwest on azimuths from 18¢° to 2157 (see enclosed
=1, chart). The booster stage of nissiles launched in this peneral
=1 dd_f-entlm world impact within China'ls barders while the upper stage
and re-entry vehicle would pass over South Asia to impact in the

=] Indian Ocean. (The upper stage of the missile would probably btwrn
up in the earth!s atmosphere after separating from the payload.)
FILE e Burma or Esst Pakistan would lie beneath the £light path and
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aastarnﬁlndia would be overflown if the launch azimuth were between 210°
and 215%. There is little likslihood, however, that any part of the launch
vehicle would irmpact in any of these countries.

The Chinese could also conduct their test firings aloog azimuths between
90% and 1259 with resulting impact areas for the re-entry vehicle in the
Pacific Ocean, although this is ccnsidered unlikely, On the cther hand,
the Chinese might attempt to put a relatively hsavy satellite inteo orbit
along such azimuths (particnlarly due east) at an early stage cf the ICEM
test program.

The Chinese will have Lc set up facilities to mondtor the performance

of the test wvehicles, psrticularly along the re-entry segment of the
missile flight. Land-based instrumentation and tracking sites are
generally preferable, when available. Several French islands in the
South Indian Ocean are well situated in relation to full-range Chinese
ICEH impact areas. The Chinese may have talked to the French about

using the Comoro Islands northwest of the Malsgasy Republie (Paris please
note). The greater probabillty ls, however, that the Chinese L have
to rely on misslle range instrumentation {(MRI) ships Cor monitoring
their extended-range tests. It iz likely that such vessels are noy
being readied. Thelr appearance con the high seas will signal the imminence
of leng-range ICEM flight testing.

Chinese MRIs would require port facilities Wwithin a reascnable distance
of impact areas far such suppoert functions as refueling, restocking of
supplies, and transfer of flight ftest data back to China. Since the
China mainland would be too remote, the Chinese omst seek assistance
frem countries with peort facilitdes in the Indlan Qcean, Pakistan is
a prime candidate for such a role becamse of its geographical location
and its special rslationship with Communist China. The parta of Karachi
and Dacea would appear %o bte pocd bases for MRIs. Dacca would be
especially desirable because cf its direct air-flight connections with
mainland China. The East African country of Tanszania is another
possibility because of its nearness to a 6,000 pautical mile impact
arsa from the Shuang-chtenp=tzu rangehead. The Chinese are known to
be engsged in certain development projects in mainland Tanzaniz and con
the island of Z2ansibar,

In addition to momitoring rmissile perfermance at both ends of lomg-range
ICEM test firings, tracldng the wehicle along its intermediate path is
desirable., Tt is therefore possible that the Chinese may attampt to
establish trackdng facilities for this purpose., Kast Paklstan would
appear to be well situated gecgraphically to play such a role. Long-
range firings of this kind alsc require relizble and instantaneous
commnications between ihe rangehead and the downrange instrumentation
facilities. Becouse of the great distances iavolved, relay sites are
needed., Again, Pakistan is probably in the mest favorable pesition te
provide such sites.
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REQUIREMENTS

The Department would appreciaste any infermation on this subject along
the general lines indicated belowr

1, Are there ary indications that the Chinese have proposed or are
about tc propose an agreement with the host country invelving support
for an ICEM flight tesl program?

2. Al] possible details cf the terms of any agreements beiween Commurist
China and amy Asian or African ccontry which could inwvolwve support for a
Chinese ICEM flight test program. When was the agreement reached, when
will it go intceffect, and what is the precise form of support to be
extanded by the Asian or African country?

3. If the agreement permits the use of poert facilities for the berthing,
refueling, resupplying, cr repairing of Chirese vessels, the folleowing
details should be furnishec:

a. Port arrival and departure btines; duration cf stay; Location
while in port,

b. Names and identification numbers of ships.

c. Size and configuration of ship, including all pessible
information en visible antennas, large platforms, unusually shaped
objects on deck, booms, nets; ground photographs and/or sketches
when cbtainable.

d. Cover stordes used Lo explain presence in port,
e, HRepairs, if any, made while in port.

f. Nature of mupplies loaded on ships while in part.
g. Itinerary of ships cnce they leave port,

L. If the agresment provides for facilities within the heost ccountry
to be marmed by the Chinese, the following points should be reported on:

d« Alleged function cf facility.

b. Precise location of installation, including ccordinates if
availaktla,

c. Degeription in detzil of Zaecility, including pumber and size
of tmildings, wmsual eguipment, types of anternas ard direction in which
oriented; ground shotograshs and/or sketches where obtainable.
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d. Types, monbar, and cperatiomal frequencies of zny communi-
catlions equipment used at facility,

e. Any special securiiy precautions taken to gnard facility or
bar the curims.

Reporting in respcnse to this cireunlar airgram should cite requirement
No. C-D87-5351L.

RUSK

Inclosurers
Chart of possible launching agimuths
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