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IUGCUTIO 0~8~! 
- "' "' A gro•~s body of evidence i ndicates that Communist China is ' 
developing an intercontinent al ballistic miss ile (ICBM) system \ 

\ 

CIA 

capable o! delivering ~uclear p~loads to targets wittin the conti-
I1All>tal United S~s. The first .five ~o ten launches, which could 
begin during the second half of 1967, will probably illtpact within 
China 's boundaries . Tes1; firings o! vehicles with ranges up to . 
6,oqo· nau tical miles •·Jill ultilllately be required to demonstratG'the (: 
m1litar;' feasibility of the system and could begin by 1969. The 

~ . Chinese will probabl,y refer to such f 1:-1ngs as tests of .a space 
booster. • . "' TO; Acli.,.. '"'""· '""'"•" r 

AM"' The .f"liglat t eat program >till probably be cor.ducted from a new launch -•• 
i o~ faci lity at the existing missile test rangehead at Shuang-ch 1eng-tzu 
l ~Ol. in llorth Central China (U 0o$' N., 1000).$ 1 E.), There is as ye t no 

firm "''idence concerning the directions in which the t est · f iri.ngs 
• <COH 

>~ill be ~1nched, rut 11any potential firing M.in:uths can ~ elillinatEd 
co~• because of political-geographical considerati ons , file mo~ iikely . .,.. diractiao of fire would be from the Slnr.ang- cJr.l,e:tg-tzu rang~-~ to · 
AIO 

. the south and eauthFtest on a ziJnuths from 186' .'to 21SO (see enclosed -, oh_~) . The booster stage of nissiles l aunched in tlris general 
V.SIS direction woul.d impact ·•ithin China's borders •'hUe tbe·upper stage . 

and re-entry veh1C:.e l<O'I:.ld pass over S<>Uth Asi.a t o in;>act in the . .. ~ I ndian o.~ean. (The upper etage of th.e missile. would probably burn 
up i n the e=t~.' s atmosphere a..f'ter separatir.g from the peyload.} 

fllt.E ;*" 1-.... Burma or East Pakistan woul d lie beneath the t'light path and 
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eastern Indi a would be overflown if the launch a2inuth ~ere between 210° 
and 215°. There is little likelihood, hc«aver, that any part of the l aunch 
vehicle "aul d :il1lpact in any o.1: t hese countr ies. 

The Chinese cculd als o conduc t thei r t es t firings along azi..Jra.th• between 
90° a.nd 125° •i.th resul.ting impact areas f or the re- entry •1ehiele in tho 
Pacific Oe<lan, although this i s c ons idered unlike!¥. On t he ether hand , 
the Chinese might attempt to put a relatively haa''Y satellite into orbit 
along such azimuths (l)lll'ticularly due east) at :m earl;{ s tage of tho I CBH 
test program. 

The Chinese will nav-e tc •et up tac11i t i es to mcnitor the per formance 
of the t est vehicloa , pe.rticul.arl;{ along t he re-entry sepent of the 
missile fl i ght . Land-based instNlllent ation and t racking site s m·e 
general!¥ preferable, >men "'-'llilable . · Several French isla:'ids in the 
South I ndian Ocean e.re well situated 1n relation to i'ull-ra.~ge Chi nese 
ICEII impact areas. The Chinose ••ll¥ have t alked t o the French about 
us ing tho Comoro I slands northwest of the 118l"&asy Republic (Paris pleaae 
note) . The greater probability i s, hcwever 1 t hat t he Chi neae will ha'le 
t o r ely on :r.ias1le r ange i nstrumentati on (1'.RI) ships Cor t>mitaring 
t heir extended- r ange test&. lt is likely that such v essels ore now 
being r eadi ed. TheU' appe arance on t he high s eas ,,;.u signal the i!Ulinenoe 
o£ l cr.g-ra.nge !CBK .fli£)lt testing. 

Chi:1es e NR.Is >~auld r aqui.rG port facilities ·.ntbi.n a reasonable distance 
of ilr.paot areas .fa':' such ruppcrt functions as r efueling, r estocking of 
supplies 1 and t r ansf er of fli&ht tes t data back to Chi na. Since the 
China mainland would be too remote, the Chinese lltllst s eek assist ance 
fran countries with p ort ! acili t 1es i n ·ehe Indian Ocean. ?ald.stan is 
a prime candidat e for such a. role because of i'l.s geographical l ocat i on 
an<1 its special relationship rith COIM!Unist Chi na. The porto of Karachi 
and Dacca ·•auld appear t o be good bases for tiRis . Dacca would be 
especiall y desirable because cf its direct air-flight connections with 
•ainland China. The Bas~ A.Crican country of Tan$D.Ilia is another 
pos s ibili t y becaus e of iU. nearnoss to a 6,000 nautical mil e :impact 
area frCII the Shu"'"lg- ch'eng- t zu r ane;ehead. The Ch i nes e are known to 
be engaged i n certain de'TelO]llllent Fr o j eots i:l tr.ainland Tanzania and en 
the islana o.t: Zansibar . 

In addition to monitoring n:issile perfor:mance at both ends of l ong-ro.nge 
I CS4 t est f irings , t r acking the •rehi cle <>long i ts int ermediate path is 
desU'able . It i s therefore possible that the Chinese :a:zy att e>rpt t o 
establish tracking facili ties f ar this J)Ul'pose. J~ast Pak.i stan would 
appear to be ~ell •itu atcd geographical l y to play such a rol e . Lone­
r ange .firings of this kind also requU'e reliable and ins t antaneous 
C<l<llWnications between t he r angehead an<! t he do<~nrnnge i :>strument at1on 
f aci lities. Because of the great dista,ce3 involved, relay sitos are 
needed . Again, Pal<iston is probabl y i n tho raost favor able position to 
prO'.ride s uch sites. 
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The Department >raul<. appr eciate any i nformation on this subject along 
the general lines indicated below" 

l. >.re there ""'1Y indicatiol'l8 t.bat 'he Chineso have proposed or arc 
about to pr opose an agr eement •~th the host country i nvOlving support 
f or an ICRi Dight tes·~ progro.mt 

CA-ll48 

2 . All possi ble details cf the tenos of any agreements bet~<een Comnmiat 
China an:! any Asian or African C()Untry which could involve support for a 
Chi nese ICEN flight teat progrlllll. '<ihen was the agreement r eached, when 
•'ill i t go into effect,, 9-nd what is t he pr ecise form of suppor t t o be 
extended by the Asian or African c oun t<'y? 

.3 . If the agreeiTlent permit s t he use oi' por t facilities !or the berthing, 
re.!'ueling, r e supplying, cr r epairing oC Chinece ve<;sel s , the f ollcwi ng 
details should be fUrnisheci: 

a. Port arrival and depar ture t :!ncs; duration cf st01; locati on 
Whi le in port . 

b . Names and identifi cation numbers of ships . 

c . Size and configuration of ship , incl uoing all possible 
information on visible antennas, l arge platfom s , unusuall.y shaped 
objects on deck, booms, net s; ground photographs and/or sketches 
when obtainable . 

d . Cover stox·i e s used ·eo explain pre sence in port . 

e . Repairs, if :my, made while in port . 

r. Notur e of ISUJ)plies loaded on ships wh ile in p::xrt . 

g. Itinerary oi ships onco they l eave port . 

4. 1f the agre€11lent provides ::or faciliti es within the host ecuntn. 
t o be manned by the Chinese, t he following points s hculd be reported on: 

a . .U.leged fUnc t i on cf facility. 

b ~ Precis e l ocation or inst.allat.ion., ineluditlg coordinate! if 
availabl e. 

c . Descri ption in det<>U of ~acUity, including t'N>Iber and size 
or buildings , unusual e<[Ui pment, tYlJ<l$ of antcrnas and dircct.i on in wr.ic.!> 
oriented; grQW'Id photogra:?hs aoo/or sketches "" ar·e obtainable. 
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d . Types , nu.tbar, and operational frequenc ies ·>.C a ny ooamr,uni-
cntions equipnent u sed at ! aci l i ty. 

CA• lllo8 

e . A:try special aec-.:.ri t;y prec aut ions t aken t o guard facili ty or 
b ar t he curious . 

Reporting in r e sponse to thi s circular all'gram shoul d ci t e r equirement 
tlo. C-DS7- .535l.L. 

Encl osur e:-
Chart of possi bl e l aunchir'g azilllu ths 

ClE.~?.J.NCES : (all in s ubstance) 
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