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Prel111>1nary teelmical e.ne.lysls or COIIllllun1ot China • s seventh nuclear teat, 

togethe-r Witlt Peking's continuing silellCe about the event, suggests that the 

test could have been a failure. 

Ther1110nuclear Material Present. Xhe test, which took pleee on Decelll'ber 24 

in the vicinity of the nuclear test site at U>p Nor, bad an estimated yield 

of 10 kilotons. l'r<!l:IJJlinary debris ssmpl.1.ng hs& sh01m thst l1th1'11111 deuteride, 

a 'thermonuclear (TN) :fuel, vas present in the device. Xhe third, firth, and 

sixth Chinese nuclear tests involved thermonulcear material, and their estimated 

yields vere approximately 250 KT 1 300 KT, and 3, 000 KT 1 respect1 vely. 

Given the thermonuclear ms.terial content and otber technical evidence, tbe 

low yield of the seventh device suggest that something may have gone vrong 

during the detonetiQn1 a.nd that the Chinese DAY hs.ve expected e. yield of at 

least several hundred kilotons. However, we cannot exclude tbe pOssibility 

that the device vas a "mock-up" using so:ne d'"""'Y components to rep.l.Bc~ the 

scti ve materials, thus reducing the yield. 

Chinese Silent on Detonation. On balance, we believe the test was a tail..r.l. 

Contrery to their usual practice of announciDg nuclear tests with ~at rantare, 

Peking bas yet to ~ention the December 24 detonation. This silence &treagtbens 

the :Impression that the test may •. not have gone accord.ing to plan. 'l'h~ t111>1ag 

~ of the detonation, moreover, eould &uggest that more then a 10 kiloton blast 
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may have been 1n the >~orko. China hod ho.d only one ouclcou· t cot in 1967 

prior to t his one (c:anp<>.re<i ~o " total or -::hr<:e l n ].966) <>n1 a spectacle to 

ebd another )'fOnt of Cultur<U Revolution octivity, to ctenl soroo of the USSR' r. 

50tb Annlversary thU11de1·, nn<l t o J'!lY further hQ!n.a(l<! to Hoo (Dcce.mbor 26 vus 

bia birthday) vould have been very much in the l'eki!ll; s~ylc . 

At rm:y rate 1 fUrther a nl\lysis or t he tc~t debris $lld fort he~ Chioese 

p..'-opagama year-ebd revie••• rron'/ sbed 1110re lleht on the purpooe or the teet 

am bov hking - · to portrny it. 

Sb'CRif.l'/NO Fal.t:ION D15Su.t 
-C~OLLeD DISSEK 


	05-01
	05-02

