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uS!H2 ~!C · 01 ~~:::.e.~~~:~~ /12~ 1 ;052 
1(: 250~47l MAR · 12· 
FM AM[MBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECST~T£ WASMOC 8~86 
INFO AMEM SASSY SER~ 
AMCON SUL HONG KONG 
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C• 0 N F I 0 E N T I ~ L· ~OSCQW 26 76 

SUB~ECT • SINO• SOVIET MILIT~RY BALANCE 

l• SWI SS OCM RO SS ! I P ~O TECTI, WHO H~S FREQUENT CON TA CT WI T.H 
CHINES~ EMBASSYJ TOLD ~MBOFP MAR 2~ THAT IN ~ECENT CQNVERS~TION 
CHINES£ OCM EXP~ESSEO ,oNCERN OVER NUMBER§ 0~ SOVIET TROOP~ AND 
MILITARY EQU IPMENT ON CHINESE 80ROERS • ACCORDING CHINESE OCM 1 
CPR HAi ENO UGH MEO IUM RANG~ · MtSSILES ·To DE STRO Y ALL ~A~OR SOV IET 
!NST4LLAT IONS IN S JaERIA BUT DO ES NOT YET HAVE CAPABILIT Y 0~ 
REAC~I~G EURQPE•N SECTION 0< UsSR , ~~T~!N TMREE YEARS, HOW EVER• 
CH !NES E EX PECT TO HAVE lONG R~NGE M[SS !LES A~L( TO RE~CH MOSCOW• 
TH iS WTLL rUNOAM[ NTALLY ALTE R THE ST RATE GIC PI CT URE • CH INESE NOW 
ESTJ• ATE TH AT THE~£ IS ST AN DOFF 8ET~£EN SOVIET UN!ON ANO C~jNA 
[N TER•-S OF" A81LJTY EA CH S·!OE ·ro NEVTRALIZE CONVEN TIONAL ATT A·CK 
8~ OTH(R • J,E, SO VIETS HAVE WEAP ONS CAPA6LE OF" OFFS[ TTtNG 
CHINESE NUMERICAL SUPER!O~ ! TY ~HILE CHI NES E HAV E DEFENSE IN 
DEPT~ TM~T CAN ABSORB SOVIET ATTACK• 

/ 2 ·· WE CA NNOT EVALUATE ACC URA CY OF A !lOVE I NF ORMA T I ON 1 HH I CH LEA V6S 
)1 UNCL FAR EXT ENT TO WM ICH CH·!NESE CONCERN OVER SOVIET AU!L DU<> ON 

BORDeR MAY 8£ MOOERATEO BY tST[M ATEO EXTSToNr£ OF STAND~FF JV 
CONVENTIONA L OFFENS (V~ CAPAB!L!Tl£S, 
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