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Iraqi Concealment Unit

Iraq acknowledged that a group of techmical, security and intelligence staff was
established in April 1991 to conceal vital aspects of its proscribed programmes
including documentation, personnel, components, research and production equipment,
hiological and chemical agents and weapons. Shortly after the adoption of UNSCR
687 in April 1991, an Administrative Security Committee {ASC) was formed with
responsibility for advising Saddam on the information which could be released to
UNSCOM and the [AEA.

The Committee consisted of senior Miljtary Industrial Commission (MIC) scientists
from all of Iraq’s WMD programmes The Higher Security Committee (HSC) of the
Presidential Office was in overall command of deception operations The system was
directed from the very highest political levels within the Presidential Office and
involved, if not Saddam himself, his youngest son, Qusai

The system for hiding proscribed materral relied on high mobility and good command
and control. Tt used lornes to move items at short notice and most hide sites appear to
have been located ¢lose to good road links and telecomimunications The Baghdad
area was particularly favoured In addition to active measures to hide matenial from
the UN, Iraq has atternpted to monitor, delay and collect telligence on UN
operations to aid its overall deception plan

Iraq’s Biological Weapons Programme

Nowhsare was Iraqi obstruction of UN inspectors more blatant than n the field of
biological weapons. Iraq denied that it had pursued a biological weapons programme
uniil July 1995 Between 1991 and 1995, Irag refused to disclose any details of its
past programime ,

. In the course of the first brological weapons inspection in August 1991, Iraq indicated

that it had merely conducted a milifary biological research programme At the site
visited, Al-Salman, Iraq had remgved equipment, documents and even entire
buildings Later in the year, during a visit to the Al-Hakam site, Iraq declared to
UNSCOM inspectors that the facility was used as a factory to produce proteins
derived from yeast to feed animals. Inspectors subsequently discovered that the plant
was a4 central site for the production of anthrax spores and botulinum toxsn for
weapons Iraqi officials had also systematically cleaned up the factory in order to
deceive inspectors

Another key site, the Foot and Mouth Disease Vaccine Institute at Daura which
produced botulinum toxin and probably anthrax, was mot divulged as part of the
programme, Five years later, after intense pressure, Irag aclmowledged that tens of
tonnes of bacteriological warfare agent had been produced there and at Al-Hakam
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Iraq tonsistently tried to obstruct UNSCOM’s efforts to investigate the scale of its
biological weapons programme It ¢reated forged documents to account for bacterial
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growth media, imported in the late 1980s, specifically for the production of anthrax,
botulinum toxin apd probably plague The documents were created to indicate that
the material had been imported by the State Company for Drugs and Medical
Appliances Marketing for use in hospitals and distribution to local authorities

Traq also censored documents and scientific papers provided to the first UN inspection
team, removing all references to key individuals, weapons and industrial production
of agents

Iraq bas yet to provide any documents conceming production of biological agent and
subsequent weaponisation Iraq claims to have destroyed, unilaterally and illegally,
some biological weapons in 1991 and 1992 making accounting for these weapons
impossible In addition Irag cleansed a key site at Al-Muthanne — its main research
and development, production and weaponisation facility for chemical warfare agents -
of all evidence of a biological programme in the toxicology department, the animal-
house and weapons filling station ‘

The first biological inspection teamn tasked with establishing monitonng of
compliance was demed acecess to Baghdad University Veterinary School in March
1993. In July 1995, Iraq acknowledged reluctantly that biological agents had been
produced on an industrial scale at Al-Hakam. Folléwing the defection in August 1995
of Hussain Kamel, fraq released over 2 mullion documents relating to s WMD
programme

Iraq acknowledged that it had pursued a biological programme that
led to the deployment of actual weapons. Iraq admitted producing in
excess of 200 biological weapons with a reserve of agent to fill

considerably more ,

As documents recovered in August 1995 were assessed, it became apparent that the
full disclosure required by the UNj was far from complete Successive inspection
teams went to Irag to try to gaip greater understanding of the programme and to
obtain credtble supporting evidence 1n July 1996 Iraq refused to discuss its past
programme and docirine forcing the team to withdraw in protest

Monitoring teams were at the same time finding undisclosed equipment and materials
assoctated with the past programme  In respomse, Iragq grudgingly provided
successive disclosures of thewr programme which were judged by UNSCOM, and
specially convened international panels, to be technically inadequate

Traq refused to elaborate further on the programme during inspections 1n 1997 and
1998, confining discussion to previous topics In July 1698, Tang Aziz personally
intervened in the inspection process stating that the biological programme had been
more secret and mere closed than other WMD, programmes He also played down the
significance of the programme. This is consistent with Iraq’s policy of trvialising the

H
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biological weapons programme as the personal adventure of a few misgnided
scientists

In late 1995, Iraq acknowledged weapons testing the biological agent ricin, but did
not provide praduction information. Two years later — in early 1997 ~ UNSCOM
chscovered evidence that Iraq had produced ricin Ricin is a highly dangerous toxin
derived from castor bean pulp which can cause multiple organ failure and death
wathin one or two days of inhalation

UNSCOM and JAEA Achievements

UNSCOM surveyed 1015 sites in Iraq, carrying out 272 separate inspections Despite
Iraqi obstruction and intimidation, UN inspectors uncovered details of chemical,
biological, nuclear and ballistic missile programmes the scale of which surprised the
world

One of the most sobering discoveries was that at the time of the Gulf War, Iraq bad
been within less than three years of acquiring a nuclear weapon Other major
UINSCOM/TAEA achievements included

+ the destruction of 40,000 munitions for chemical weapons, 2,610 tonnes of
chemical precursors and 411 tonnes of chemical warfare agent,

» the dismantiing of Irag’s prime chemical weapons development and production
complex at Al-Muthanna, and a range of key production equipment,

» the destruction of 48-SCUD type mussiles, 11 mobile launchers and 36 static sites,
30 warheads filled with chemical or biological agents, and 20 conventional
warheads, - /

* the destruction of the Al-Hakam biological weapons facility and a range of
production equipment, seed stociks and growth media for biological weapons,
!
» and the removal and destruction of the wnfrastructure for the nuclear weapons
programme, including the Al-Athir weaponisation/testing facility

Operation Desert Fox

The US and The UK had made clear, when calling off airstrikes in November 1998,
that anything short of full co-operation would lead to immediate military action
against Iraq

Richard Butler was requested to report to the UN Security Council in December 1998
and made clear that, following a series of direct confrontations, coupled with the
systematic refusal by Iraq to co-operate, UNSCOM was no longer able to perform its
disarmament mandate.

:
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As a direct result, on December 13 the weapons inspectors withdrew and Operation
Desert Fox was launched by the US and the UK three days later

During Operation Desert Fox (16-19 Degember 1998)

o Iraq’s ability to deliver biological or chemical agents by ballistic missile was
weakened,

» There were atiacks against missile production and research facilities and the
destruction of infrastructure associated with the concealment of material and
documents associated with the biological, chemical, nuclear and long-range
missile programmes;

s Key facilities associated with Saddam’s Ballistic Missile programme were
significantly degraded, setting this back between one and two years

The Situation Since 1998

Despite UNSCOM’s efforts, a senes of sigmficant disarmament issues nevertheless
remained to be resolved In suramarising the situation in a report to the Security
Council m Febmary 1999, the UNSCOM Chairman, Richard Butler, set out a
damning account of Iraqi deceit. For example

+ Butler declared that obstructive Iraq: activity had had “a significant impact upon
the Commission’s disarmament work,”

» contrary to the requirement that destruction be conducted under tnternational
supervision, “Iraq undertook extensivesumlateral and secret destruction of large
quantities of proscribed weapons and items”,

« and Iraq “also pursued a practicje of concealment of proscribed items, including
weapons, and a cover up of its acfivities in contravention of Council resolutions

There have been no UN-mandated weapons inspections in Iraq since 1998 In an
effort to enforce Iragi compliance with 1ts disarmament and monitoring obligations,
the Security Council passed resolution 1284 in December 1999. This established the
United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commussion ((UNMOVIC) as
a successor organisation to UNSCOM It also set out the steps Iraq needed to take to
in return for the eventual suspension and hfting of sanctions

A key measure of Iraqi compliance will be fuil co-operation with URN inspectors,
including unconditional, immediate and unrestricted access to any and all sites

30

AB[I3[ 0034



One Document Version 20 June 2002 CONFIDENTIAL

Iraq - Missile - Relaied Facilities
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For the past three years, Irag has allowed the IAEA to carry out an annual inspection
of a stockpile of low-enriched uranium This has led some countries and western
commentators to conclude — erroneously ~ that Iraq is meeting its nuclear
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disarmament and monitoring obligations As the JAEA has pointed out in recent
weeks, this annual inspection does “not serve as a substitute for the verification
activities required by the relevant resolutions of the UN Security Council ”

Since 1998, the UK believes that Iraq has pressed ahead with its WMD programmes
Dr Hans Blx, the Executive Chairman of UNMOVIC, and Dr, Mohammed El-
Baradei, the Director General of the IAEA, have declared that in the absence of
inspections it is impossible to verify Iraqi compliance with its UN disarmament and
monitoring obligations

In April 1999, an independent UN panel of experts endorsed the Butler report and
noted that “the longer inspection and monitoring activities remain suspended, the
more difficult the comprehensive implementation of Security Council resolutions
becomes, increasing the risk that Iraq might reconstitute its proscribed weapons
programmes ” |

In the mferests of regional and global security, the infernational
community cannot allow this stand off to continue mdefimtely.

32

- CAB[33 (0034



One Document Version 20 June 2002 CONFIDENTIAL
Vo

IRAQI REGIME: CRIMES AND HUMAN
RIGHTS ABUSES

Not only does Saddam Hussain’s regime represent a threat fo
international security because of its continuing development of weapons
of mass destruction, its aggression, violation of the laws of armed conflict
and 1ts record of systematic abuse of human rights 1s chilling.

This paper draws on a number of different published and intelligence
sources, wmcluding reports by UN persomnel and non-Governmental
orgarisations

Saddam Hussam

Pre-Gulf War Record ,

e Saddam’s rise to power was marked by the brutality that now characterises s

regime Five of his close friends, members of the ruling Revolutionary Command
Council, were executed for opposing his takeover of the Presidency in 1979 His
uncle, General Ahmad Hassan al-Bakr, who stepped down from the Presidency in
Saddam’s favour, was also killed Saddam is also widely believed to have been
hehind the helicopter “accident” that lkuiled s wife’s brather, Adnan Kharallah, in
June 1989

Saddam quickly established ali-pervasive control of Irag Right from the start, he
committed numerous atrocities  Iraq’s Shi’a Mushm and Kurdish communities n
particular have suffered at his hands

tn Apnii 1980, a leading Iragi Shi’a cleric, Ayatollah Mohammed Baqir al-Sadr, was
executed Many members of another leading clerical family, the Hakims, were
arrested in May 1983 and executed Another member of the same clerical family,
Sayed Mahdi al-Hakim, was murdered in Khartoum in January 1988
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Documents capiured by the Kurds during the Gulf War and handed over to the non-
govemmental organisation Human Rights Watch indicated that Saddam’s persecwtion
of the Kurds amounts to a policy of genocide. 8,000 Kurds, males aged 13 and
upwards, were taken prisoner in 1983 and later put to death.

Amnesty International in 1985 drew
attention to reports of hundreds more
dead and missing, including the
disappearance of 300 Kurdish children
arrested in Sulaimaniya, of whom some
were tortured and three died in custody

In 1988, Tragi govermment forces
systematically razed Kurdish vnllages and & erla Sl
killed civilians. : ' : R

Amnesty International estimates that over
100,000 Kurds were killed or disappeared
during the 1987-1988 campaign, known as
the Anfal campaigns, to quell Kurdish
insurgency and activities

The campaign included the use of chemical
weapons. According to  the  non-
governmental organisation Human Rights
Watch, a single attack on the Kurdish town
of Halabja killed up to 5,000 civihans and
injured some 10,000 more

Chemieal Magsa({re at Halabia, March 1988

‘ The brutal massacre of the oppressed and innocent people of Halalja bogan before the

sunrise of Friday, 17th of March 1988. The Imaqi regune committed one of its most tragic
and horrible crimes against the civilian people on Friday, 17th of March. On that day,
Halalya was bowbarded more than twenty times by Iraq: regime’s waiplancs wath
chemical and cluster bomb.

That Fnday afterncon, the magoitade of Iragi crimes became gvident. In the streets and
alleys of Halahyja, corpses piled up over one another. Children playing in front of their
houses were kalled instantly, The children did not even have time to run back home
Some children fell down at Ihe threshold of the door of their houses.

Early in the Iran-Iraq war, Saddam shot a Minister who argued for peace during 2
Cabinet meeting Saddam started the war because he disputed the Iran-Iraq border,
despite having himself negotiated that border before he became President
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The war claimed a million casualties. The Iraqi regime used chemical weapons —
mustard gas and the nerve agents tabun and sarin — extensively from 1984, resulting
in over 20,000 Iranian casualties

Ali Hasan al-Majid

“Chemical A"

As comounder for the northern region, he bears direct
command responsibility for the chemical weapons attack on
the town of Halabja m northern Trag which resulted in the

death of up to 5,000 people

He also took a leading role in the brutal repression of the
upnsing that followed the Gulf War in 1991, which included
mass executions, torture and widespread destruciion.

The UN Security Council considered the report prepared by & team of three specialists
appointed by the UN Secretary General in March 1986, following which the President

made a statement condemning Traqi use of chemical weapons This marked the first
time a country had been named for violating the 1925 Geneva Convention banning

the use of chemical weapons
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Thus document follows the Iraq: Revolubonary Command Councif’s appontment of Hasap al-Majid as the one in
charge of all secunty, military and crvil affairs i northermn Tragq m March 1987 Immediately after ns appomtment,
the Anfal campaign was launched Indiscriminate deadly methods, mngng from chemucal attacks agamst Kurdish
civilians to destruction of Kurdish villages to beheading of Kurds, were used by the regime to follow through on its
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“One Arab Nation With an Eternal Message
The Ba'ath Arab Soctalist Party
The Qutr of Irag
Northern Orgamsation Burean Command
Number 5083 (Secretanal Office)
Date 22 Aug 1987

, -Confidentral and Personal-

Fro First Corps Comemand
Subject Execution of Crununals
Comradely Salute, .
[Re ] your personal and confidential letler [No] 352 on 8 Aug
1987,
The valiant compade, Ah Hasan al-Majid, Comumander of the
Northern Orgafusation Bureau, has commented as follows on your
aforemeutioned letter
“We do not object 1o the decapitation of trallors But il would have
been preferable had you also sent them to Secunty for the purpose
of interrogating them {Secunty personnel) could have found vath
them other significant nformauon thai could bave been useful,
prior to thewr execubon™
Kindly review Respectfully
[Signature)
Tahir Tawfiq

Secretary of Northern Affaus Commuttee
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Iraq also started the “war of the cities”, involving the indiscriminate botnbing of
civilian targets, with its attack on Ahwez in March 1985 And it consistently
mistreated POWS, including by brainwashing,

Farzad Baroft

Farzad Bazoft was 2 yonng joumalist working for the Closerver when he was
arrested by the Iraqi authorities in September 1989, The 31<year old Iranian
exile, who was travelling on British travel documents, had visited Iraq at the
wnvitation of the Iragi authorities on several occasions previously, He was
researching a story on a large explosion at the rocket-testing complex at Gaga,
south of Baghdad when he was arrested. Detatned with him was Mrs Daphne
Farish, a British nwse who worked at one of-Baghdad’s major hospifals, whe
had driven him to the site. They were accused of spying for Britain and Israsl.
Mrs Parish wes sentenced to 15 years imprisomment, spent six montbs in
soltary confinement before being moved to a women’s pricon, and was
cventually released in 1950,

Bazoft was less forinnate, ¥e was forced to make a confession (allegedly after
being drugged) and sentenced to death by hanging after a cursory irial
Despite widespread mtemational protest and condemnation, the Iragt regume
carried ont the death sentence on 15 March 1990 In a callous snub, Mr Lanf
Nassif Jassem, the Iragi Information Mumster and confidant of President
Saddam, smd “Mrs Thaicher wanted him alive We gave her the body”, afler
Mr Bazoft's corpse was handed gver tu the Bratish embassy in Baghdad

Invasion of Kuwait

Iraq invaded Kuwart on 2 August 1990  Abuses committed by its forces included
robbery, rape of Kuwaitis and expatriates, and summary executions Amnesty
International documented many other abusef during the occupation of Kuwait

Iraq denied access to the Red Cross, which has a mandate to provide protechion and
assistance to civilians affected by intermational armed conflict The death penalty was
extended to locting and hoarding of food

As Iraq trnied to implement a policy of Iragisation of the occupied terntory, Kuwaiti
civilians were arrested for “¢rimes™ such as wearing beards. People were dragged
from their homes and held in improvised detention centres In findings based on a
large number of interviews, Amnesty listed 38 methods of torture used by the Iraqs
occupiers, including beatings, breaking of limbs, extracting finger and toenails,
inserting bottle necks into the rectum, and subjecting detainees to mock executions

More than 600 Kuwaiti POWs and mussing are still unaccounted for We believe
some were still alive in 1998 Iraq refuses to comply with its UN obligation to

account for the missing It has provided sufficient information to close only three
files
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Aziz Salib al-Nu'pian

As Governor of Kuwmt
during the latter part of the
occupation, Movember 1990
— February 15991, he bears
responsioility  for  grave
breaches of Geneva
Convention IV Relative to
the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Tume Of War
commiutted by Itaq forces
during that peried, meluding
murder, toriure, rape and
deportation

e

\sir Sl Numan

. In an attempt to deter mulitary action to expel- it from Kuwait, the Iraq regime took
several hundred foreign nationals (including children) in Iraq and Kuwait hostage, and
prevented thousands more from leaving Worse still, hostages were held as human
shields at a number of strategic miltary and civilian sites, many i inhumane
conditions. These acts constituted a flagrant wviolation of international law — the
Fourth Geneva Convention, to which Iraq is a party -- as was confirmed in United
Nations Security Council resolutions 670 and 674

At the end of the Gulf War, the Traqu army fleeing Kuwart set fire to over 1,160
Kuwaiti oil wells, with serious environmental consequences And inside Irag, an
uprising by, Iraqi Kurds and Shi’a Muslims was brutaily suppressed, with the loss of
tens of thousands of lives

Continuing abuses

. Since the Gulf War, the Iraqi regime’s systematic repression of the Iraqi people has
continued unabated ! ’

Persecution of the Kurds

Persecution of Iraq’s Kurds continues, although the protection provided by the
northern No-Fly Zone has curbed the worst excesses The Baghdad regime has
continued a policy of Arabisation in northern Iraq to remove Kurdish claims to the
oil-nch area around the city of Kirkuk XKurds and other non-Arabs are forcibly
relocated to the three northern Iragi governorates —~ Dohuk, Arbil and Sulaimantyah —
which are under de facto Kurdish control

The United Nations Commtssion on Hurman Rights (UNCHR) Special Rapporteur for
_ Iraq reports that 94,000 indtviduals bave been expelled since 1991 Kurdish reporis

indicate that four million square metres of agricultural land owned by Kurds has been
I
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confiscated and redistributed to Iraqi Arabs Arabs from southern Iraq have been
offered incentives to move into the Kirkuk area and, in disputes with their Kurdish
neighbours, are always favoured by the authorities

‘B’
B (namne withheld), a Kurdish businessimen from Baghdad, marmed with children, was arrested
In December 19296 ontside his houss by plainciothes smmty mexn. Imha]ly bis family did not
know hls whereabouts amd weat from one police station to anuthm' inquiting abeut him. Then
through friends they found cut that he was being held id the headquarters of the General
Secutity Directorate in Baghdad. The family was not allowed to visit him,

Eleven months later in November 1997 the family was wld‘by 1he authorities that he had been
executed and that.they should go and collect his body. His budy bore evident signs of torfure,

His eyes were gouged out and the empty eye sockets were filled with paper. Ris right wrist and
left leg were broken. The family was not given any reason for his arrest and subsequent
exceution. However, they suspected thet he was executed becguse of his friendship with a
retired army general who had links with the Iragi opposition outside the conntry and whe was

arrested Justbe.foch 5 arrest and also execirted

In addition, ethni¢ Kurds and Turcomans have been prevented from buying property
and those who own property and wish to sell have to do so to an Arab Kurds have
also been encouraged to change the ethnicity on ther identity cards to Arab as part of
this process

Persecution of the Shi'a community, including murder of Shi’a
religious leaders

More than 100 Shi’a clerics have disappeared since the 1991 nprising Sayyed
Mubammed Taght al-Khoie was killed ih a staged car accident in July 1994
Followmg the assassination in 1998 of two leading Shi’a clerics, Grand Ayatpitah
Shaykh Mirza Al al-Gharawi and Ayatollah Shaykh Murtadaal-Burujerds, the UN
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights repocted his fears that this formed part of a
systematic attack on the independent leadership of Shi’a Muslims in fraq

Barzap al-Tikrit

Saddam’s balf brother Personally responsible for the
detention andfor murder of severnl thousand male
membess of the Barzani tribe m 1983 Whule head of
Tmaqi Inteliigence (the Mukhabarat) 1979-1983, he
was responsible for the repression of religious and
ethme minonties, including forced deportation,
disappearances and murder

Linked to the arrest of 90 members of the al-Hakim
family and the murder of al least six of them

38

- Al [33 ooy



One Document Version 20 June 2002 CONFIDENTIAL

In eacly 1999, during a peaceful demonstration in response to the Iraqi regime’s
murder of the most senior Shi’a cleric in Iraq, Grand Ayatollah Sayyed Mohammed
Sadiq al-Sadr, securty forees fired into the crowd of protestors, killing hundreds of
civilians, including women and children. Security forces were also involved in efforts
to break-up Shi’a Friday prayers in Baghdad and other cities. Large numbers of Shi’a
were rounded up, imprisoned without trial and tortured. In May 2001, fwo more Shi'a
clerics were executed in Baghdad for publicly accusing the regime of the Grand
Ayatollah's murder

Al-Shaikh ¥ahya Muhsin Ja’far al-Z.eini

Al-Shaikh Yahya Mublsio Ja'far al-Zeni, from Saddam City, is a 29-year-old forner theology student in
al-Hawza al-Timya n alvNajaf, On 2 July 1999 he was arrested in hus pareots” house following his arrival
from al-Najaf Fhs father and two brothers had been detained as substitute prisoners imtl his arrest.
Security men blindfolded him and took him to 2 Security Directorate building Once there, hie was taken 1o
a room and his blindfold was removed. He told Amnesty International

* .. I saw a (rend of mune, al-Shaikh Nasser Taresh al-8a’idi, naked He was handeuifed and a piece of
wood was placed between kus tlbows and his knees. The two ends of the wood wwere placed on two high
chairs and al-Shaikh Masser was being suspended hike a chicken. This method of torture is known as al-
Khaygama (a reference to a former secunty director known as al-Khaygani) An elecinc wire was atlached
to al-Shatkh Nasser’s penis and another one attached to one of his toes He was asked if he conld identify
me and he said “this 15 al-Shaikh Yahya®, They took me (o another room and then after about 10 munuies
they strippetl me of my clothes and a secunty officer said “the person you saw has confessed agamst you®.
He said to me “You followers of [Ayatoliah] al-Sadr have carried out acts hannful to the security of the
country and have been distobuting anti-government slatements commng from abroad”, He asked if I have
any contact with an Iraq religions scholar based wn Iran who has been signng these statements, T said “I
do not have any cantacts with lim”, I was then left suspended 1n the same manner ag al-Shaikh al-Sa'idi

My face was looking upward, They attached an electnc wire on my pems and the other ¢nd of the wire is
attached to an electric motor One secunty man was uthng my feet with a cable Electric shacks were
applied every few nunnles and were increased I must have been suspended for more than an hour I lost
consciousness They tock me to another room and made me walk even though my feet were swollen from
beating.  They repeated this method a few }imes "

In response to on-goung attacks on government buildings and officials 1 southern Iraq
duntng 1999, the Tragi army and mljtia forces destroyed entire Shi’a willages m the
south This was a confinuation of the regime’s policy, pursued threughout the 1990s,
of draining the marshes area of southem Iraq, so forcing the population to relocate to
urban areas where it was unable to offer assistance to anti-regime elements and couid
be controlled more effectively by the regime’s security forces

Harassment of the Opposition

The UNCHR Special Rapporteur on Iraq has received numerous reports of
harassment, intimidation and threats against the families of opposition members living

In nud February 1999 the brother of a senior London-based member of the Iragi
National Accord (INA} was arrested by Iragi Intelligence (the Mukhabarat) in Basra
and forced to phone his brother in the UK and explain his predicament A
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Mukhabarat officer subsequently spoke to the INA member and demanded that he co-
operate with the Mukhabarat

In Janvary 1999 the Mukhabarat phoned another INA official, who was told that his
children and brother were under arrest and would face punishment if he did not co-
operate with the Mukhabarat The Mukhabarat demanded details of the home, car and
routines of INA head Dr Ayed Allawi

A Professional Rapist

Government _  personne!
card of Aziz Saleh Ahimed,
identified as a “fighter in
the popular army” whose
“activity” is “violation of
women’s honour”

(1 e a professional rapst)

T

The family of General Nalub al-Salehi, a political opponent living in Jordan, have
been subjected to arrests, questioning and other forms of harassment In June 2000,
be received a videotape showing the rape of a female relative. Ten days later, he was
contacted by the Iraqi Intelligence Service, who told him thai they were holding
another female relation and urged him to stop his activities

Special Operations

“Special Operanons” refers to regune-sanclioned sabotage, kidnapping and assassmation
mussions Smee the carly 1970s the Intelligence Services have planned and carned out
assassinations of praminent Iraqt opposibonists and other politicat targets Since 1991,
these mclude

¢« MUAYAD HASAN BATl AL-JANABIL »a scientist formerly engaged n Iraq's
nuclear programme, who was murdered in Jordan in Jate 1992.

+  SHAYKH TALIB AL-SUHAYL, an Imaqi dissident, murdered in Lebanon m 1994

+» The attempted assasswnation of former US President GEORGE BUSH 10 Kuwail mn

L carly 1993 .

Arbitrary killings

Executions are carried out without due process of law Relatives are often prevented
from burying the vichims in accordance with Islamic practice, and have even been
charged for the bullets used An estimated 2,500 prisoners were executed between
1997 and 1999 in a “prison cleansing” campaign {not the first — in 1984, 4,000
political prisoners were executed at a single prisos, the Abu Ghraib) In February
2000, 64 male prisoners were executed at Abu Ghraib, followed in March by a further
58, all of whom had previously been held in solitary confinement In Qctober 2001,
23 pohtilcal prisoners, mainly Shi'a Muslims, were executed at Abu Ghraib.
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Between 1993 and 1998 around 3,000 prisoners from the “Mahjar” prison (see below)
were executed in an execution area called the “Hadiqa™ (garden} near to the prison,
The “Hadiqa™ consisted of an open area and sand bank which was covered by a steel
awning. Prisoners from the “Mahjar” were executed in the “Hadiqa” by machine gun
A Special Oversight Commuttee at the pnison decided on the executions

Udayy Saddam Hussain

Saddam’s elder son.  Hag been
frequently accused of serial zape and
murder of young women

Personally execuied dissidents 1
Basra during the uprising which
followed the Gulf War in March
1991

As a member of the National Secunty
Counci, ke bears corunand
responsibility for all  crimes
commutted with the authonty or
acquiescence of that body

In October 2000, dozens of women accused of prostitution were beheaded without
any judicial process, together with men accused of pimping. Some were accused for
political reasons Members of the Feda'iyye Saddam (the miliia created 1n 1994 by
Saddam’s elder son, Udayy Hussain} used swords to execute victims in front of their
homes.

*Ala ’Abd Al-Qadir Al-Maijid

In mid 2001, 'Ala “Abd Al-Qadir Al-Majid fled to Jorlan from Iraq, citing
disagreements with the repime over business matlers *Ala was a cansin of Saddam
Hussain, a former intelligence officer and, latterly, a businessman He retumed to Irag
ofter the Iraqi Ambassador in Jordan declared publicly that his life was not m danger
He was met at {be border by Tahir Habbush, Head of the Traqi Intelligence Service (the
Mukhabarat), and tsken to a farm owned by "Ali Hasan Al-Majid Al the farm "Ala
was tied (o a tree and executed by members of his immediate family wha, following
orders from Saddam, took it in turms to shoot him.

Saddam has a history of dealing with disloyalty by amranging for trattors, as Saddam
sees them, o be killed by their family or tribal associates. This helps to prevent blood
feuds between diffsremt family/mnbal groups and 1o distance his involvement

*Ala s just the latest of some 40 of Saddam's relatives, including women and childrer,
thal he bas had killed. In February 1996, his sons-in-law Hussain Kamal and Saddam
Kamal were executed They had defecied in 1995 and returned to Iraq from Jordan
afler the govesmment had announced amnesties for them,
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Arbitrary arrest, detenfion under inhumane conditions, inhumane
punishments, and torture

Men, women and children continue to be arrested and detained on suspicion of
political or religious activities, or simply because they are related to members of the
opposition  Political prisoners are held in inhumane and degrading conditions
throughout Iraq.

The “Mahjar’” prison located on the Police Training College site in central.Baghdad
formetly housed the Police Dog Training Centre The normal occupancy of the

- “Mahjar” is 600-700 people, Thirty of the cells are underground and thirty other celfls

used to be dog kennels  Prisoncrs are beaten twice a day and the women regularly
raped by their guards They receive no medical treatment, but some prisoners have
survived up to a year in the “Mahjar”  Two large oil storage tanks each with a
capacity of 36,000 litres have been built close to the “Mahjar” The tanks are full of
petrol and are connected by pipes to the prison buildings in the “Mahjar”. The prison
authonties have instructions to sel light to the petrol and destroy the “Mahjar™ n an
emergency

Torture and Misireatment in Abu Ghraib Prison

Abdallzh, 2 member of the Ba’ath Parly whase loyalty became suspect has sull-vivid personal
memories from hus four years of impnisonment at Abu Ghrub in the 19805, where he was held naked
the entrre time and frequently tortured,

On the secend day of his uoprisomment, the men were forced to walk between two rows of five
guards each, to receive their contamers of food While walking to get the food, they wers bealen by
the guards with plasti¢ telephone cables They had to retum to thewr cells the same way, so that a
walk to get breakfast resulted mn twenty lashes “It wasn’t that bad gomng to get the food™, Abdallah
said, “but comung back the food was spilled when we were beaten.™ The same procedure was used
when the men went to the bathroom.

On the turd day, the torfure began “We were remaved from our cells and beaten with plastie pipes
This surpnised us, because we were asked no questions Possibly it was being done 1o break aur
merale”, Abdaltah speculated The torture estalated to sixteen sessions datly The treatment was
orgaunised and systemmabe Abdallah was held alane 1n a 3x2-meter room that opened onto a cormidor
“We were allowed to go to the tosjet three tumes a day, then they reduced ihe totlet to once a day for
only ane minute. T weat for four Years without a shower or a wash”, Abdallah said He also jeamed
to cope with the deprivation and the hunger that accompanied hus detention

“I taught myself to dnnk a minuoum amount of water becanse there was no place 1o urmate They’
used wooden sticks lo beat us and sometimes the sticks would break I found a picce of 2 shck,
covered with bleod, and managed to bnng it back Lo my room 1 ate it for three days A person who 1§
hungry can eat anything Pieces of our bodies started falling off from the beatings and our skan was
so dry that 1t began lo fall off. 1 ate pieces of my own body.

“No one, not Pushkm, not Mahfouz, can describe what happened to us 1t is impaossible to descnbe
what living this day to day was like. [ was totally naked the entre time. Half of the origmnal group [of |
about thirty men] died. It was a slow type of conunuous physical and psychological (oriure
Sometimes, it scemed that orders came to kill one of vs, and he would be beaten to death ™

The “Sijn Al-Tarbut” (the casket prison) is located on the third underground level of
the new Directorate of General Security (DGS) building tn Baghdad The pnisoners
here are kept in rows of reclangular steel boxes, as found in mortuanes, until they
etther confess to their crimes or die  There are around 100-150 boxes which are

b
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opened for half an hour a day to allow the prisoners some light and air. The pnsoners
receive only liquids

Qusayy Saddam Hussain

Saddam’s younger son.  As
head of the Iragi internal
secunty agencies, he has
permitted and encouraged the
cndemic wuse of torture,
mcluding rape and the threat
of rape, in Traq

The “Qurtiyya” (the can) prison is Jocaled in a DGS compound in the Talbiyyah area
of the Saddam City district of Baghdad. This consists of 50-60 metal boxes the size
of old tea chests in which detainees are locked under the same conditions as the “Sijn
Al-Tarbut® Each box has a tap for water and a floor made of mesh to allow the
detainees to defecate

A Tortured Family

A particularly nasty example of tarture wmvolved a family which was arrested in late 2000
and taken to two scpamate mterrogation centres withinn Republican Guard facilities
located along the road to Abu Ghraib, The husband vwas held In one centre whalst the
wife and children were held at a women's facility. The husband and wife were
interrogated under torture about the husband’s sale of a vehicle which, the interrogators
said, had been captured by Iragi secunty forces dunng a ratd on fragi oppositionists.

The mterrogators siud separately to both husband and wife that they would cease the
torture if they signed confessions aduutang to be ¢ollaborating with the oppositionists
They refused The wife was stfipped naked and cigarettes stubbed out on all parls of her
body whenever she refused 10 implicate her husband She was beaten and thrown around
the interogation room Her children were forced to watch the torture She was
eventually released, having been told that her husband would continus being tortured
until she returned to 'gonfess She was arrested again two weeks later and the same
pattern of torture was repeated, leaving her a psychological wreck

Dunng his interrogation, the husband's arms were tied behingd his back and he was then
suspended in the air using 3 hook hung from the ceiling This caused 1ntense pain as his
shoulder muscles and ligaments were torn. After a penod, the interrogators entered the
room and the husband was unhooked and placed 1, a cheir in the middle of the room,
From close range, he was then shot at with a pistol whenever he refuged 1o agree to sign
his confession Sometimes shots were fired which missed hs body, at other times the
pistol muzzle was placed againsl hus fingers, toes or arms and fired so as to muhlate
these areas.

Over the following two weeks further interrogations ccourred at tntervals, following
peniods of fond and water deprivation, Eventuslly z btmbe was paid to an Jraqi
Intelligence officer by the hushand's and wife's wider family and both the hushand and
wife were released  They subsequently escaped Iraq,
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Prisoners are 3iso subjected to brutal torture. Methods include knife cuts, sexual
attacks, electric shocks, eye pouging, cigarette bums, pulling out of fingernails and
mutilation of hands with electric drills “Official” rape is also systematically used
apainst Iraqi women,

In early 1998, the Iragi regime obstructed a UN weapons inspection team which was
trying to investigate claims that Iraq had conducted biological weapons experiments
on prisoners during the mid-1990s

Saddam has issued a series of decrees establishing severe penalties (amputation,
branding, cutting off of ears, or other forms of mutilation) for criminal offences
Anyone found guilty of slandering the President has their tongue removed. These
punishments are practised mainly on political dissenters Iraqi TV has broadcast
pictures of these punishments as a warning to others.

. Senior regime figures have been personally involved in these abuses General "Abd
Hamud, the head of Saddam’s private office, has played a direct role in supervising all
of these prisons and their security Both he and Saddam have signed death warrants
for prisoners The archive files holding these death warrants were kept hidden within
the cafetena area on the eighth floor of the main Ministry of Intedor bwlding in
Baghdad

Udayy Hussain maintained a private torture chamber, known as the “Ghurfa Hamra®
(Red Room) in a building on the banks of the Tigris disgnised as an electricity
installation In one infamous incident of mass torture, Udayy Hussain ordered the
national football team to be caned on the soles of their feet after losing @ World Cup
qualifying match
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