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chile: 'Viol ati ons of Human Rights

Reports of .gross violations of human rights in Chile,
which had nearly ceaged earlier this year, are again on 15C
the risae.

ANOCHAT govern=
ment 13 reverting to the practices that have jecpardized
its international standing since the 1973 coup

This backslliding comes at a particularly bad time
for Chile, since apparent improvement in the human right
situation was helping inprove its image abroadd. Critics
wi || now have additional ammunition for thelir attacks on
the Chilean regime and
their appeals to boy-
cott it.

Chile's National
Intelligence Director-
ate is apparently be-
hind the recent in-
crease in torture, il-
| egal detentions, and
unexplained "disap-
pearances.”™ The Oirce-
torate's chief, Colo-
nel Manuel Contreras,
is a close confidant
of Pinochet, who ac-
claimed the organi ze-
tion in a recent press
interview for its "de=
cisive role" in briny
ing extrem sm under
control. Caontreras
answers directly to
the President, and it
is unlikely that he
woul d act wi thout the
knowl edge and approva

of his superior. ' Cistome! AMaree! Contreras

ges

.
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Moat of the Directorate's targets now appear to be
Soci al i sts, but some Communiats and Christian Denocrats
are al so victimg. A canpai gn against Communist Party
| eaders |ast year largely imobilized tﬁi}_rﬂﬁ i zation,
and the security services are apparently ad to
other opponents. The Directorate is —.diare-
garding governnment decrees intended 1o opoteedt individual
rights.

The Directorate's detention facility at Cuwatro
Alamos is said to be in operation again. This site was
| argely abandoned after & decree in January 1976 enpowered
t he Supreme Court president and the interior mnister
to inspect--without prior notice--areas sucpected of
bei ng used for torture. Neither official appears to have
exerci sed thie authority since |ast year.

Pinochet stated this week that the energency meag-
ures in effect under the statc of siege will be enforced
as long as necessary "to repress drastically any attenpt
that m ght becone a threat to internal security erdo-
mestic peace." Following his recent crackdown on former
president Frei*s Christiar Denocratic Party and on Qut-
spoken denocratic |abor |eaders, Pinochet has mmde clear
that ha will move harshly against anyona who runs af oul
of his governnent.

The President may believe that the cutoff in US aid
has removed Washington's luverage agai nst his regi mes on
the human rights issue. He may also be buoyed by the
gradual inprovenent in the country's econom ¢ situation.
In any case, reports ofincreased repression are sure to
| eak out, refueling the h'man rights controversy.
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