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FALLBACK OPTION PLAN FOR THE NICARAGUAN RESISTANCE

Assumptions. The Congress is unwilling to support release of
$14M in USG funds for the purpose of supporting, directly or
indirectly, military or paramilitary operations in Nicaraguan.

SENSITIVE

The FY-86 budget is seriously jeopardized by Congressional action

and will require a major effort on the part of the President
immeliately after the MX vote through mid-July. There ‘will be
insufficient time or assets available to organize the kind of
Administration-wide effort regqufred to achieve an affirmative
vote in both Houses on the-Nicaraguan resistance program.

Section 8066 of the law (Tab A) expires on October 1, 198S.
There are currently S28M requested in the FY-86 intelligence
budget for the purpose of supporting paramilitary operations by
the Nicaraguan resistance. The current funding relationship

which exists between the resistance and its donors is sufficient

to purchase arms and munitions between now and October--if -
additional monies are provided for non-military supplies (e.g.,
food, clothing, medical items, etc.). The current donors will
have to be convinced of the need to continue their funding for
munitions after October 1, 1985. A commitment for another
$25-30M from the donors will be necessary for muniticns in 1986
in anticipation that the $28M requested in the intelligence
budget 1s not approved.

Concept. In lieu of forwarding the repcrt to the Congress
required by Section 8066 of PL 98-473, the President would
announce on or about April 2 that the American people should
contribute funds (®...send your check or money order to the
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters, Box 1776, Gettysburg, PA...") to
support liberty and democracy in the Americas. He would note

that the monies raised would be used to suppurt the humanitarian
v

needs of those struggling for freedom against Communist tyrann
in Central America. By necessity, the speech must be dramatic
and a surprise. It cannot be leaked in advance.

Prior to the speech, the following steps must be taken:

- Calero, Cruz, and Robelo (the principle leadership of the
Nicaragquan armed and unarmed resistance) must be covertly
advigsed of this plan and must assure of their support.

-- The Nicaraguan Freedom Fund, Inc., a 501(c)3 tax exempt
corporation, must be established and obtain a Post Qffice
Box 1776 in Gettysburg, Philadelphia, Valley Forge, or
Yorktown. (This process is already underway.)

/,
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- Presidents Suazo, Monge, and Duarte (and the appropriate
leadership of each of those countries) must be apprised of

this plan 1-2 days in advance of the announcement. They {:jr
must be prepared to fully support the President's
proclamation.

-- The current donrors must be apprised of the plan and agree gto
provide additional $25-30M to the resistance for the
purchase of arms a2nd munitions.

- Public groups and political action committees already
mobilized for the Congressfonal campaign to relieve the 8066
constraints will have~to be mobilized for the new apprcach

(advertising, posters, mailin honecalls, etc.) seyeral
, hours before the President S;z:;;EL?l»/QxL:/f;ba<L£éii%7
r , -fﬂf’;___,A .
+ l;gssumlnc énggiéééggggé:EEEEhh on or about April 2 at 8:00
4}gbkbﬁ‘m" a briefiag——<t nior Administration officials shculd

e held at 7:00 p.m. that day in Room 450 OEQB to ensure
LL/VV' /that public commentary after the speech by these official is
supportive of this proclamation

S,
C

Additional Reguirements.

-- Infcrmal contact several months ago with a lawyer
sympathetic to our cause indicated that such a procedure A
would be within the limits of the law. Fred Fielding shculd /{ &~
be asked to do conduct a very private evaluation of the g P
President's role in making such a request. K L

-- The name of one of several existing non-profit foundations,
we have established in the course c¢f the last year, will be
changed to Nicaraguan Freedom Fund, Inc. ®everal reliable
American citizens must be contacted to serve as its
corporate leadership on its board of directors along with
Cruz, Calero, and Robelo

- Calero, Cruz, and Robelo will support support such an opticn,ﬂ
if properly approached. They should then be photographed ge;7
with the President on the day of his announcement and —
preparaed to appear on U.S. and other media supporting the
President's program. .

/

- You will have to make a quick {one day) trip to the region, s
preferably the day before announcement in order to brief ﬁﬁ/
Heads of State and regional leaders. For obvious reascns, -
this must be a very secret trip.

-- The President's speech must be prepared in tctal secrecy
much the same as Ben Elliott worked on the Grenada
anncuncements.
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