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NJIF/1 
BEGIN UNCLASSIFIE D 

r 
The March 17 issue of Haaretz. ca1·ricd the following story 

entitled "Formosan A tom Scie ntists Vi sit I s ra el' : 

The Director a nd one of the Ass istant Dil·ectors of 
the Nationalist Chinese Atomic Energy Institute paid a 
brief visit to Israel a few weeks ago and met with I sra eli 
scienlists enga ged in a t om ic r e sea rch . Formosa has 
made considerable prog r ess in the atomic research field 
with US assi'stance and is particularly we ll informe d about 
Communis t China's atomic plans and the possibility of 
its c ontributing to alomic arms proliferation. Though 
Isa·a~l and Nationalist China maintain no d~plom,.~ ~~\\\r.. 
tions, the two Formosan scientists ~!IAli~tfH''and 
stopped over for a few day's d uring a jou r ney to Euroye. 
They paid a vis it at the Nahal Shoreq rea<;1R;i·0 '3 '~Ob 
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'l S " 1.'1 I I 
T he Acting Science Atta che will endea Jof t 'lkcheck this siPry out 

with pertinent Israeli contacts . If the Chinese e >-.,erts were indeed 
b rought here, as Haaretz implies, in ordq- to glean from them infor 
m a tion a bout the ChiCc-ms' nuc lea r c apabilitie s , the Israelis may be 
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CONFIDENTIAL P age 2, A- 793 from Tel Aviv 

reluctan t to discuss the v i s it fu l ly. (Some Israelis, in c luding former Deputy 
Mini ste r of Defense Shimon PERES, profe ss to believe that th e UAR can 
obtain s ignificant ChiCorn assistance in the field of n uc lear weapon s .) 

Perhaps Embassy Taipei or th e US Missi.on to the IAEA can identify 
th e two Chinese experts. A debriefing by E m bassy Taipei would likel)' 
be worthwhile . 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

Stephen E . Palmer, J r. 
Fir st Secl·etary o! E mbassy 
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