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Indian Nuclear Policles '
in the 1980 WK

China— ot Pakistan—is perceived as the major loag-icrm threat 1o Indian
ocurity. mmmmpdun« Delhi to reject 1he Non.
Proliferation Xreaty and full-scope salegwards in oeder 10 retain the
ruclcar weapans oplion.
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Indian Nuclear Policles
In the 1980s

earkedly complicates Indin's effocts 10

e il me jor foreign policy objectives, mainly 1o

retain: .

* Recognilion as 8 major power mot aligned with the
superpowers. .

* Military power sufficient to protect its borders from
Pakistan and China.

¢ Leadership of the subcontineat.

* The cepulation as 3 major proponcat of neclear
disarmament. JEICEREN :

Since the 1962 border war with Ching and the

Chincse nuclear test two years later, New Delhs hys

considercd Beijing a more senous kong-teem threal Lo

Indian national security thaa Pakistan. fnduy avasded

nucleze safeguards and treaty commutments wheagver

possible 1o preserve ity ant

China’s “opening™ 10 the West in receat years led 1o’

an Indian reevaluation of when Beijing might become
4 more serious security challenge. New Delhj has
taken careful note not oa'y of China's difficulty in
prosccuting the 1979 war with Vietnam but ako its

MORI DoclID: 95457

New Delhi, bowever,
her 10 pursue the wea
Jopements in hkhuu.&

Py
The peospect of two nucle: ¢-armed ncighbors appears

£ il 10 bave induced India 10 consider proceeding mixe :. *
‘0 exercise ils nuclear weapons \

quickly on wespons research and developmant ﬂmﬂ
previously planned. A decision Lo accelerale Yt pols

rescarch—and, especially, 10 conduct audlen; fleats— °

would creste a sumbder of problems. An Indiin peo- -
gram usdertaken to match the Pakistani.effort 'would
tBreates its relations with the Upited States and other
muciear supplicrs, pomibly provoke China andaet
beck curteat efforts to improve refalions: sad daquge
India’s image within the nomaligned movement™
INAM )L

Noctheless, the Iadias Government canpot.allow &
Pakntam ted 1o go whchalbenged bocausé that would

. Ustealen India’s regions! mpremacy and islctaational

prodge. New Dedl, therclore, secka a7polivy: hat b
salficicatly roapomiee W 1he Pakistani thecat y&i does
80t appar 10 b dervea by Pakilan actions. Even
though a reactine posture might satisly the wourity
cipectations of the Iadias cleciorate, 1 would tasaish
the wmage India winkes (o prosect abruad us 4 fegional

" powcr aad 3a cmcrging world powcr capable of

wmflucaciag evesis 1 the Indun Oveun atu"
-t

New Delbi wants 3 nucear policy thar wilt permil its
security plassers sufficiest flesibility to repoad 1o
whatever Pakislan doaat Wihciher Pakislan will decide
BOL 10 Lest, expiode one device, of conduct 8 scries of
Lesls 10 refine wcapoas deaigh are amoag the variables
that Iadia has to svalvate. B
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W India stesdfastly argues that peaceful nuclear explo-
PR sions have useful applications and 2 considerable body
2l of technical titerature in Indian Jjournals maintains
the thesis'that PNE technology is 8 useful tool for

¥ [ndian cconomic development. Thus, New Delhi will
N use this emphasis oa peacelul nuclear explosions as an
2 cxplanation for its nuclear policy st least until Paki-
stani inlentions become ciearer,

New Delbi is confideat (hyg
all Pa

it can mateh
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Nuclesr Relatlons With
the United States AT TR
The impasse with the Uniled Stales over the supply of
enriched uranium for the Tarapur reactors confronts
n Covermment wills 2 pol

St A i

ek 7

Aay resumption of nuclear testing by India will not -
Proliferation Act of 1978 will be-amended 10 it oaly damage bilateral nuckar relations with the

hipments of fuef “

e

fuhe: 3

United States but also with most other nuclear cuppli- :
ers. As Jong as India cliimed it was perfecting its

PNE tecknology, however, New Delhi could probably

rely on the Soricts to coalinoe 10 supply critical ilems.

All such transactions with Moscow wonld involve the

spproptiate safcguards but it is wnlikely that the

Sovicts would pres for full-scope raleguards, In
punsuit of ils vital mational interats, India scems

prepared 5o accepd 1he ccoaomic diskocation, delay,

and iacre wed costs that would raull from s cutoll of

suclkear cosipmend and material from 1he West, Alter

the 974 test, for caample, India sccepied the results

I wetbacks 1o its ascical program rather than

scnifice i freedom of mha
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I passage of the Comprehensive Test Bua
Treaty by the superpowers and reduction of existing
arsensls as called for in Article V1 of the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT)as a precondition for
making the treaty less “discriminatory™ and therefore
worthy of joining. (s} i
As 2 nonsignatory to the NPT, Indiz can only furk-
tion in the wings of such gatherings as the NPT
Review Conference. Prior to last year's review confer-
ence in Geneva, India was successfuf in persuading
several NPT signatories from the Third World—most
nolably Mexico and Peru—io voice dissatisfaction
with lack of movement by the superpowers on Article
V1 and to raise the prospect of withdrawing from the
trealy if positive action is not 1aken, (U) ’

Intinawill-make every effort to continue participation
in the'Nuclear Coordinating Group of the NAM,
“which-setks to promote the unrestricted transfer of
nuclear technology 10 'developing nations. As India
attempts to develop & nuilear export market in the

. Third World, it will probably require compliance with

safeguards. To avoid possible criticism of its own
t palicyphowever, India will not insis. on full-scope
.+ safcguards as & precondition of lupply.ﬂ

straint o

Comslderations -
-New Dethi siill needs some updated technology and
. wat | for tbc fuion' of jts nuclr

+ Indis has managed Lo create a nuclear fuel cycle

' consisting of two almost parallel self-contained loops,

" however, and facilities in only one of these loops are
under safeguards, Several key facilities can be alier-
nated between saleguarded and unsafeguarded oper-
ation depending on the status of the material being
used. For example, spent fuel from the safeguarded
power reactors at Tarapur and Kota reprocessed at
the Tarapur plant will remain subject 1o IAEA
inspection and verification, Plutonium separated from
unsafeguarded spent fuel.at the Tarapur reprocessing
plant, however, would be considered outside of safe-
guards and beyond accountability to the IAEA. ﬂ

For the moment, only the smal! Cirus research reactor
is capable of producing plutonium Il
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portion of which would be weapons-que
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