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l.. (C) SUMJ~Y . A SMALL S'lVDENT DEiofONSTRATION OCCIJRREO 
IN BEIJXNG THE EIIENING OF DBCEMBER 23 . PEOPLE • S 
DAILY PUBLISHED AN EDITORIAL OECEMllaR 23 EXPRESSING 
SYMPATHY \'liTH STUDENTS ASPIRATIONS BUT ALSO ~lAKING I T 
CLEAR THAT THE LIMITS OF OFFICIAL TOLERATION WERE BEING 
A.PPROACHED. PD DECEMBER 24 RAN A FRONT Pi\GE Q AND A 
WITt! THS SHANGHAI MUNICI PAL PRSSS SPOKE!n!AN WHIC!I 

A rr;AR 

LlSni~'l§J~"T.J"I IN ERSA'I' •vN" WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
R ~> , EXPRESSED THEIR VIE\\'S OF THE STUDENT 
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SITUATION. I~ANG TOOK A RELATIVELY UP8EAT VIF111, WliiLE 
THE~~ LIUS WERE MORE PESSIMISTIC. THE DEMONSTRATIONS 
R/\ISE QUESTI ONS, AS TilE PO EDITORIAL NOTED, ABOUT 
POLITICAL STABILITY, Aim TilERS IS NO DOUBT THAT THE 
AUTHORITIES ~/ILL CR/\CK DOWN !lARD IF POL ITICAL STABILITY 
IS THREATENSD, PARTICULARLY IF STUDENT DEI>IONSTR/\T IONS 
CONTINUE OR , ~IORSE , COMBINE WITH LABOR UNREST. IF TilE 
DEMONSTRATIONS CONTINUE TO PHASE DOWN NATIOl~ALLY AS WELL 
AS IN SHANGIIAI, THEY MAY llO SOME, BUT NOT IRREPARABLE , 
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DAMAGE TO REFORM, PARTICULARLY POLITICAL REFORM; IF 
DElMotiSTAATIONS CONTDIUE THeN N:ANY REFORM POLICIES 
DEI{otiSTAATIONS GROl-l SIGNIFICANTLY, BECOME VIOLENT, OR 
COMBINE ~IITK LABOR, THEN MANY REFORM POLICIES COULD BE 
CALLED INTO QUESTION AND A. MAJOR SETBACK OCCUR. TO 
DATB , H~IEVER, T!IB OFFICLIU. POLICY OP AVOIDING TilE USE 
OF PORCB AND EVEN MORE D~RTANTLY, ON AVOIDING 
ALIBNATI:h'<l THE YOI.ING PSOPLE ON ','~HOM CHINA'S PU'IVRE 
DEPENDS HAS RBSULTJlD IN REl~KABLY SOPHISTICATED 
HANDLING OF TilE DEMONSTRATI ONS 1'1HICH NAY SERVE TO MIN
IMIZE DAMAGE. END ~~Y. 

2. (U) ALTIIOUGH THE STUDENT DEl'\ONSTRATIONS CONTINUE 
TO PHASE DONN, THERE IS STILL SOME UNCERTAINTY AS TO 
TilE DIRECTION IN ~II!ICH TKI NGS \~ILL HOVE. STUDENTS AT 
BEIJING UNIVERSITIES WERE lU:PORTBDLY ACTIVE FOR THE FIRST 
TIME TilE EVENING OF DECElo!BER 23 . ABOUT 1, 000 STUDENTS 
LEFT QINGKUA UNIVERSITY AT ABOUT 2100 MOVING ~lARD 
OTHER UNIVERSITIES IN THE AREA. THE CRO'I'ID EVENTUALLY 
GR~I TO ABOUT 3, 000 E>EOPLE. POLICE DID NOT I NTERFERE 
AND THE DEv.ONSTRATION DISPERSED AFTER A WHILE. A. 
FOREIGN JOURNALIST PRESENT AT THE DEMONSTRATION ~lAS 
STRUCK BY THE LACK OF SERIOUSNESS OF THESB DE!{ONSTRATORS, 
ALTHOUGH ONB OE!{ONS'l'RATOR CALLED LOIJDLY FOR "MULTI-PARTY 
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DEJ.IOCRAC't." ACCORDING TO FOREIGN .JOURNALISTS I'IHO 
OBSERVED TH2 DEMONSTRATION, THE STUDENTS DID NOT LEAVE 
THE UNIV2RSIT't AREA AND DID NOT REACH TIANANMEN SQU11.RE. 

3. (U) PEOPLE'S DAILY DECEMBER 23 PUBLISHED AN 
EDITORIAL I N A PROMINENT POSITION ON ITS FRONT PAGE 
ENTITLED "TREASURE AND DEVELOP THB POLITICAL SITUAT ION 
OF STABILITY AND UNIT'l. • THE SAME EDITORIAL ALSO 
APPEARED IN GUANGMING DAILY, THE BEIJING DAILY AND THE 
OVERSEAS EDITION OF THE PEOPLE 'S DAIL't. THB EDITORIAL 
RECALLED BOT!! THE SUCCESSES OF THE PAST EIGHT YEARS OP 
RBFORH POLICY AND THE BITTER EXPERIENCE OF THE 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION. IT OBSERVED THAT STABILIT't AND 
UNITY ARE CRITICAL TO THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE OF 
•tODERNIZATION . IT COMMENTED THAT THE EXPRESSIO:.- OF 
DIFFERING VIEWS WAS PERNISSrBLE BOT THAT THE ADOPTION 
OP "OVERLY ENERGETIC METHODS" COULD INFLUENCE STMILITY 
AND UNIT'l. AND INTERFERE tii'I'R THE NORMAL PUNC'I'IONS 01' 
SOCIETY. THE EDITORIAL CLOSED I'IITI! A STATEMENT THAT 
• YOUNG PEOPLE ARE OUR FUTURE AND OUR HOPE' AND TI!E't !o!US'I' 
BE HELPED TO UNDERSTA.'IO THE SITUATION SO THAT THEY TOO 
WILL WORK FOR PEACE A.~ STABILITY, AND POR THE SUCCESS OF 
REFORM. 

4. (C ) A REBUTTAL OF THE PD DECElffiE:R 23 APPEARED AUIOST 
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IMMEDIATELY ON A BULLETIN BOARD AT BEIJING UNIVERSITY. 
THE PIVB·PAGE ' S<'!ALL C:tl<RACTER' POSTER WAS IN LETTER 
FORMAT. NOTING '('HAT '!'HE EDITORIAL WAS THE FIRST MEDIA 
RBAC'l'ION TO THE DEI~ONSTRATiotiS IN SHANGHAI, THE WRITER 
REPUTED POINTS IN THE EDITORIAlo, ASKING RHETORICALLY 
JUST \'II!AT 'DBl(OCRI\TIC Cw.NNELS' WBRE AVAILABLE. THE 
WRITER SAID THAT :t'l' \'IS CLEAR FROI'I THE EDITORIAL THAT 
THBRE WAS NO DEMOCRACY . THE I'IRI'l'ER HADE AN UNCLEAR 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDBNT:IAL 

PAGE 01 
AC'l'ION E-"P-00 

INFO LOG-00 

BEL] IN 

COPll-01 
NSCE-00 
PA-01 
PRS-01 

32571 02 .OF 03 

ADS - 00 INR-10 
NSAE-00 sso-oo 
ED- 04 OMB-01 
DS- 0 1 DSB-00 

240727Z 

ss-oo CIAE- 00 
AA- 09 L - 03 
I NRE-00 USIB-00 
SCT-02 / 049 w 

H- 01 
AIT-02 
SNP-01 

------------------327500 24 0737Z /10 

0 2 40712Z DEC 86 
FM AMEI~ASSY BEIJING 
TO SECSTATE I~ASHDC TI-IMEDIATE 9 473 
INFO AMCONSUL HONG KONG DU1EDIATE 
1\MCONSUL SHANGHAI lliMEDIATE 
1\MCONSUL SHENYANG Dtl-!EDIATE 
.AMCONSUL GUANG2HOU IM!-!EOIATE 
.AMCONSUL CHENGDU POUCH) 
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B.O. 12356: DECL:OADR 
TAGS : PGOV, CH 
SUBJECT: S'IVDBNT DEMONSTRATIONS UPDATE 

REFERENCE TO AI~ INCIDENT IN v/HICH JAl'ANESE BEAT A 
CHINESE, ANG DISl'~GED THE LACK OF ACTION BY BEIJING 
UNIVERSITY S TUDE.'ITS . H.E RAI S ED TI.IIDIES OF DEMOCRACY, 
TH.E LEGAL S liSTEl1, POLITI CAL STRUCTURAL REFORM. AND 
BUREAUCRATISM, RECALLED T'riE SEPTIDIBER 2 8 DENONSTRATIONS 
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01' J,AST YEAR, AND CLAIMED THAT 80 l'ERCENT OF CHINESE 
ARE "NUMB . " HE SUGGESTED THAT STUDENTS SHOULO GO TO ~lORK 
AMONG VJ:LLI'GERS TO GAIN AN IDEA OF THE CONDITIONS THERE. 
ABOI1T 'IWBNT'i STUDENTS CROW"DED CLOSELY AROUND THE POSTER 
AT ANY GIVEN TIME, THOUGH WJ:TH A CONSTANT TURNOVER . 
THERE WAS LITTLE COl-li<Ull'IT AS T"riEY READ , AND THOSE AT THE 
FRONT ~IEP.E UNWI:LLINO TO READ ALOOD POP. THOSE IN BACK . 

5. (C) THE DECE:l-!BER 2' PElOPLB' S DAILY RAN A 0 AND A ON 
ITS FRONT PAOB PILED BY XXNHUA SHANGHAI QUOTING THR PRESS 
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SPOKESMAN OP THE S HANGHAI 1-roNICIPI\L OOVERNJolENT. THE 
INTERVIEW PROVIDED A GOOD DEAL OF DESCRIPTIVE MATTER 
ABOUT THE SHANGHAI DE:l-lONSTRATIONS AND TOOK THE t.IN£ THAT 
ALTHOUGH IT ~lAS IJNDilRSTANPABLE THAT STUDENTS SHOULI) BE 
CONCERNED ABOUT REFO!Ul. THE METHOD TKAT THEY HAD APOPTBD, 
DEMONSTRATIONS, WAS INCORRECT. "A PORTION OF THE 
STUDENTS, " THE SPOKESMA.'I SAID, "HAVE INSUFFICIENT UNDER· 
STANDING OF THil AC'l'OAL CONDITIONS OF CHINESE REFORI·!, 
AND HAVE A RELATIVELY UNCLEAR UNDBRSTANDING l\BOOT HOW 
PD!OCRATIC RIGHTS SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED . • 

6. (C I THE /WTHORITIES IN BEIJING COm'INUED TO PULL OUT 
ALL THE STOPS TO KEEP SWDENTS J:N BEIJING ON CAI~PUS . ~-
LAROE MEETING FOR STUDENT ACTIVISTS WAS HELO AT THE 
GREI\T HALL 01' THE PEOPLE DECEMBER 23 h'HER.E STUDENTS NBRE 
BROUGHT TOGETHER WITH VETERANS OF THE FIGHTING ON THE 
VIBTN~ BORDER. CITY LEAPERS ALSO SPOKE TO THE STUDENTS . 
BEIJING RADIO STATIONS CARRIED LENGTH'i ACCOUNTS OP THIS 
M.BETING ~liTH REPEATED REFERENCES TO THE NEED P"OR "STA- " 
BILI TY AND UNITY. • THE BEIJING DAIL'i PECEI-IDER 24 
CARRIED :AN INTERVIEW NITH 84-YEAR-OLD ZHOU PEIFU , PORMER 
PRESIDENT OP BEIJING UNIVERSITY AND VICE CHAI~ OF 
THE 'SEPTEMBER 3" SOC IET'l (ONE OF CHINA'S DEMOCRATIC 
PARTIES), WHO S AID THAT HE COMPLETEL'i AGRSBD WITH THE 
PO EDITORIAL OF DECEMBER 23. HE SAID THAT STUDENTS DID 
NOT REI\LIZE THAT THEY WERE LIVING IN A GOLDEN BRA, 
AND THAT THEY 
SHOULD TR.EASURE STABILITY AND UNITY, AND WORK FOR THE 
MODERNIZATION OF CHINA. 

7 . (C I AT A DECEMBER 23 LUNCHEON HOSTED syC 

I 1 SAID THAT THE Sl'UDENT OEMONStRA't LORS 
CONPI:DENTII\L 
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NOT AL~ A BAD THING , T¥~T YOUNG STUDENTS NEEDED A 
CERTAIN /\MOUNT OF OUTLET FOR THEIR CREATIVITY . OF 
COURSE, HE ADDED. SERIOUS DISORDER COULD NOT BE 
CONDONED . BUT THE SPIRIT OF THE DmlONSTRATIONS WAS 
CONSTRUCTIVE. WANG RECALLED ill THIS CONNECTION 
DEMONSTRATIONS HE HAD S EEN IN THE UNITED STATES IN 
1980 ON .liN IV GRANT. THERE THE DEMONSTRATIONS HAD 

CBANNE~: n/a 

BBEN CONOOCTBD IN AN ORDERLY ~ER WlTH:;:::S ~p 
CONDUCT OBSERVED BY BOTH SIDEs.BARLY m l.S(B), 1.5(0) 
THE CONII£RSATION THAT I IUT:rAL STUDENT D REL.~TED 
TO "SMALL THINGS" SUCH AS TUITION INCREASES. ASK£0 
LAT£R ON IF STUDENTS WOULD BE GETTING HORE PR£EOO~I. 
HE SAID THAT THE EXTENT TO WHICH T HEIR DEMANDS WOULD BE 
ACHIEVED REI-IAINED TO BE SE"..N. HE ALSO IHPLIED THAT 
THE S ENIOR LEADERSHIP ~lAS FULLY FOCUSSING ON THE 
DEMONSTRATIONS. AND SAID THAT T!IE'l HAD HULTIPLE SOURC ES 
OF I NFORMATION, INCLUDING BOTH I? ARTY liND GOVERm!ENT 
CHANNSLS . I I l.S(B), l.S(D) 

AUTHOR, WERE PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE 1HPXCT OF THE STU 
DENT. 
DEMONSTRATIONS IN A DINNER DISCUSSION WITH THE AMBASSADOR 
AND MRS . LORD 0>1 DECI!MBER 23. THEY WERE SYMPATHETIC 
WITH STUDENT ASPIRATIONS FOR A t'.ORE DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY, 
BUT BELIEVED THE PROTESTS t iOULD PROBABLY SET SACK THEIR 
CAUSE. OPPONENTS OP POLITI CAL LIBERALIZATION IN THE 
LEADERSHIP 110ULD USB THE PROTESTS TO UNDERLINE THE 
D1\NGERS OP DEt10CRACY, THEY BELIEVE . THE STUDENTS WERE 
UNDERSTANDABLY NAIVE BECAUSE: OF THE:XR INEXPERIENCE · A.'ID 
DIDN'T REALIZE THE! NEED TO PROCEED WITH CAUTION. THE 
»IBASSADDR PRESSED ON THEIR UNQUALIFIED 1.5(B), 1.5(0) 
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{10 

PESSIN ISH. HE ASKED lmETHER THERE ~liGHT STILL BE SOME 
BENEFXCIAL UIPACT IF TKE DE!(ONSTAATIONS REJ(AXNBD PEACE-
FUL AND AMICABLE RESOLUTIONS WERE REACHED. IN THAT CASE, 
THE PROSPECTS HIGHT 88 BRIGHTER, BUT THEY 
R.EMAINEO SKCP'I'ICAL. Tn£ PROCESS 'l'O'IIARJ) FREER EKPRBSSION 
AND PARTICIPATION, ~IIIICH 'l'HE'l SUPPORT, IS CLEARLY GOING 
TO BB A t.QJ\'C AND TRICKY ON1> IN 'rnBIR VIEW. ~lHEN THB 
AMBASSADOR ASKBD HD'il' ELSE THE STUDENTS COULD CONVEY 
'I'IIBIR VIEWS TO THE AUTHORITIES DSSATING POI..ITXCAL 
REFORMS, ACKNO;>II..EOOBD THAT T!lllY COULD THINK 
OF NO OTHER l-IETIIOD. 

9. (U) POLITICAL STABILITY HAS ALWAYS BEEN A CRIT ICAL 
CONSIDERA1'ION IN CHINA. Tt!ERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THE 
AUTHORITIES WILL CRACK DOWN, AND CRACK DONN HARD. IF 
CONFIDE:N'l'I AJ.. 
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STABILITY SEBI'.S TO BE BEING CALLED INTO QUESTION. THE 
XINHUA DISPATCH OF DECD!BER 21 MADE T!I:IS CLEAR IMPLICITLY 
AND 'I'IIB PEOPLE'S DAILY EDITORIAL OF DECEMBER 23 WAS EVEN 
HOP.E EXPLICIT. ON THE OT"dBR HAND, THE Alm!ORITIES HAVE 
CONSIS'l'EN'l'LY TAKEN THE LINB T"dAT DEMONSTRATIONS ARB 
LI!IGAL , AND THAT STUDENTS (OR ANYONE l!LSE) HAVE A RIGHT 
TO EXPRESS DIFFERING VlBI~S. T"dB CRITICI\.L IS SUB FOR THE 
A11THORI TIES IS CI!RTAINLY ALIENATION--THAT IS, IIOYI TO 
AVOID ALIENATING YOm~ PEO~LB WdO ARE , AS PD SAID, 
"CHINA • S HOPE" . BEI,J'lNG 1-!AYOR CHEN XITO:.lG EXPRESSED 
SIMILAR Sll:N'l'H!ENTS WHEN HE SAID AT A DECEMBER 22 COCKTAIL 
PARTY FOR FOREIGN JOURNALISTS THAT "STUDENTS ARE NOT OUR 
ENEt-1Y BUT OUR DESCENDANTS . " BEYOND 'l'HAT 'l'HBRE IS THE 
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S'l'ILL MORE I.MPORTANT QUESTION OF MOVING FROM AVOI DANCE 
OF ALI ENATION TO ACHIEVEMENT OF THE COOPERATI ON AND 
S UPPORT OF YOUNG P EOPLE IN CHINA 'S MODERNIZATI ON AND 
IN THE MODERNIZATION OF THE PARTY. 

10 . (Ul THERE HAY BE AN ADDITIONAL COMPLICATION. WE> 
HAVE HEARD PROM JOURNALISTS , AND AN AATICLE HAS 
APPEAR£0 l:N THE SOO'TH CHINA ~!ORNDIG POST (REF C l 1-.'HICH 
REFERS TO A STRIKE OVER LOW WAGES WHICH OCc-URRED AT THE 
LOYANG, HENAN TRACTOR FACTORY LAST WEEK INVOLVTifG AS 
HAN¥ AS 20,000 WORKERS . THE WORKERS HAVE APPARENTLY 
RETURNED TO NORK, &'ID NE HAVE S EEN NO REE;>BRENCB TO 
ECONOMIC OR LABOR-RELATED ISSUES IN ACCOUNTS OP BANNERS 
AND POSTERS CARRIED BY DEI(ONSTRAT lNG STUDE!l'!'S. 

11. (C ) COMMENl'. WE BEI.IEVE 11ITH SHANGHAI T!!AT A 
CRITICAL JUNCTURE HAS BEEN RBACH£0. IF THE SHANOHAI 
DEMONSTRATIONS RESUME AND GROW , IP LARGE STUDENT 
DEMONSTRATIONS OCCUR ELSEWHERE, PARTICULARLY BEIJING, 
OR IF , NORST OP ALL, STUDENT AND u.BOR UNREST COMBINE, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THEN THE ENTIRE AFP.i'IR COVLD BECOMB A NET LIABILITY 
POR REFORM NITH SERIOUSLY NEGATIVE POLICY CONSEQUENCES. 
A SEVERE CRACKDOIIIN ~IOULD DE I NEVIT.i'BLE. IF , ON THE 
OTHER HAND, THE DEMONSTRATIONS PHASE DQ'..a; AND OUT 
WITH THE SHANGHAI DE:MONSTR.i'TIONS l'.S THE PEAK, IT MAY 
BE POSSIBLE POR THE REPORM LEADERSHIP TO LIMIT THE 
DAMAGE DONE TO REFORM, BSP!ilCIALLY POLITICAL REFORM. IN 
ANY EV"-NT, THE QUESTION OF THE HANDLING OF THE DEMON
STRAT IONS POSES ONE OF TKE MOST SERIOUS CHALLENGES THE 
REFOru! LEADERSHIP HAS YET FACED . END COMMEN'l'. LOI\0 
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1. Slll!MARY . THERE HAVE SEEN '1\>10 S'IDDENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
IN BEIJING IN THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS. ONE AT THE BEIJING 
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY ON STUDENT ISSUES AND THE 
PRESENCE OF THE PLA ON CIU!PUS, · AND THE OTHER BY 14INORITY 
STVOE!v"TS I.N TIENANMEN SQUARE IN PROTEST OF NUCLEAR 
TESTING IN XINJIANG PROVINCE. A STUDENT PROTEST HAS ALSO 
REPORTEDLY OCCURRED IN TIANJIN. END S~IARY. 

2 . ACCORDING TO WIRE SERVICE DISPATCH.BS, BE'I\>lEE:N 1500 
AND 2000 STUDENTS DBMONSTRATBD AT THE BEIJING 
AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY DECEMBER 19 OVBR ISSUES SUCH AS 
HOUSING OP A PLA UNI T ON CA!1PUS, POOR SECURITY, LACK OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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CEN'I'RA.I. H£A'l'n..'G, AND POOR CAFE'l'ER:IA FOOD . TH.E INC10ENT 
REPORTEDLY BEGAN AFTER A DANCE THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 
19 WHEN STUDI!NTS GATHERED TO ASK THE AIJ'I'HORITIES TO 
ARREST 7MO NOli-STUDEN'l'S lliHO HAD ATTACKED A STUDENT . 

3. A SECOND INCIDENT OCCURRED DECBHBER 22 WHEN 200-300 
IIINOR ITY STUDENTS PARADED AROUND TIANANMEN SQU.'J\E WITH 
BANNERS PROTESTING CHINA'S NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING 
PROGRAM IN XINGJil\NG PROVINCE. THB DEMONSTRATORS , FROM 
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THE BEIJING CENTRAL COLLEGE OF NATIONALITI ES , WERE 
APPARENTLY MOSTLY UIGHIJRS , 1\'HO OF COURSE COHB FROM 
XINJIANG. TilEY CARRIED ABOUT TEN BANNERS . AFTER 
CIRCLING TIANMEN SQUAAE THE ST\JOI!NTS PROCEEDED TO 
ZHONGNANHAI . TilE CENTRAL LEI\DERSIUP COMPOUND, FOLLOWING 
WHICH THE DEMONSTRATIO~ l\PPl'.RENTLY BROKE UP . LOCAL WIRE 
SERVICE REPRESENTI>.TIVES WERE ABLB TO GBT '!'liB BEIJING 
HIJNICIPALITY TO CONFIRM THAT 'SOMETHING OF THIS SORT' 
HAD OCCURRED, BUT NO FURTHER DETAILS; THE CllN'I'RAL 
COLLEGE OF NATIONALITIES H\JNG UP WHEN CALLED . 

4. ACCORDING TO AN AFP DISPATCH (REF A) , A S lo!ALL I~BER 
OF STUDENTS STAGED A SIHILAR PROTEST IN TIANJIN ON 
DEC~IBER 8 AT TIANJII~ UNIVERSITY. 

5 . CO~U1ENT . STUDENT FERI.ffiNT CLEARLY CONTINUES. I•IE DO 
FIND A BIT ASTONI SHING A DEMONSTRATI ON I I~ CHINA (A) ON 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING; AND {ll) BY A NINOIUT¥ 
NATIONALI TY GROUP . ANOTHER INTERESTING FEATURE OF THESE 
DEMONSTRATIONS IS THAT THEY I NVOLVE SCHOOLS OTHER THAN 
THE • MAJORS' LIKE BBIOA. END CO~!ENT . 
LORD . 
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