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HERNAN RICARDO LOZA} NO IS A NEWS PHOTOGRAPHER ARND FREE-LANCE RE-

PORTER AFFILIATED WITH THE MAGAZINE "VISION,™ AND KHE 1S ALSO EMPLOYED

AS AN INDUSTRIAL INVESTIGATOR BY INVESTIGACIONES COMERCIALES E IN-

€.
E-

POSADA, A CUBAN EXILE WHO IS NOW A VENEZUELAN CITIZEN, IS STRONG%

-

ANTI-CASTRO AND WAS SUSPECTED OF MAVING BEEN THE MAIN SUPPORTER OF

-

ORLANDO BOSCH AVILA DURING BOSCH'S PRESENCL IN VENEZUELA PRIOR Iocgfs

APR):ST ON- NOVEF3ER 19, 1975. )E_ GAT BECAME ACQUAINTED wITHﬁIH A
TRE COURSE OF OFFICIAL BUSINESS DURINGPERIOD ﬁ

—3@ T

~ HERNAN RICARDO LOZANO FIPST B”CAWE KVOHN 10 LECAT IN APPROXIMATE L

L]

JUNE, 1974, WHEN HE CONTACTED LEGAT FOR"ASSISTANCE IN EXPEDITING THE

PROCESSING OF A VISA TO THE U.S. THAT HAD BEER REQUESTED FOR THE MIKNOR

LEGAT AS LED TO BELIEVE RICARDO WAS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF DISIP AND
ASSISTANCE AS PROVIDED THAT RESULTED IN THE PROMPT ISSUANCE OF A
 visa TO THE~%HILD

4

RI1CARDO RECONTACTED LLGAT A FEW WEEKXS LQTLR T0 EXPRESS HIS
'QPPRECIATION FOR ASSISTANRCE PREVIOUSLY RENDERED, AND LEGAT THEN BE-%
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5AcF THREE- SECRE T
|H CAME AWARE Rlcgﬁao*égs FERELY AN AUXILIARY{ , AND THAT |
1 gé?was ACTUALLY IN THE PERSOMNAL SERVICE OF LUIS POSaDA. RICARDO RE-

—— IR T

VEALED HE WAS ALSO A NEWSPAPER REPORTER AND PHOTOGRAPHER AFFILIATED
WITH THE MAGAZINE "VISION," AND INDICATED KE DEVOTED ROST OF HIS TINME
RESEARCHING BEWS ARTICLES INTENDED TO DISCREDIT THE CASTRO GOVERN-
WENT. HE CLALMED PARTIAL BESPONSIBILITY FOR A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE THAT
APPEARED IN & CARACAS NEYSPAPER ASOUT THAT TINE, REVEALING THE
PRESENCE OF CUBAN INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS IN CUBAN EMBASSY IN CARACAS.

1
L
b

RICARDO CONTACTED LEGAT APPROXIMATELY FOUR TIMES AFTER THE 4

- ~— INITIAL VISIT, AND ON TWO DCCAS'\IONS' FURNISHED PHOTOGRAPHS AND

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA ON MEMBERS OF THE d&?}AN EMBASSYKWHICH ‘zJERE%

%, (BVIOUSLY 0BTAIRED FROM- DURING OKE VISIT, RICARDO €

SUGGESTED LEGAT MIGHT WISH TO MAKE SOME SUGGESTIONS REGARDING
COURSES OF ACTION THAT #IGHT 3E TAKEN AGAINST THE CURAN ENMBASSY

IN CARACAS BY AN ANTI-CASTRO GROUP OF WHICH HE FORJED PART.

LEGAT INFORNED RICARDO SUGH waS NOT PART OF THE FUNCTION |

OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE'S OFFICE, AND THAT IN ANY EVENT, |
LEGAT PERSONALLY ABHORRED TERRORIST ACTIVITIES REGARDLESS OF wHOM
THEY MIGHT BE DIRECTED AGAINST. LEGAT POINTED OUT TO RICARDD THAT -

=X

THE U.S. GOUﬁRNP’:ENT WwAS DOING EVERYTHING IT COULD TO PREVENT DISR_?
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TIVE AND TERRORIST ACTIONS BY ANTI-CASTRO GROUPS IN. THE US. RICARDO
. DID HOT AGAIN REPEAT THE "SUBGESTION (UA

LEGAT WASHSURPRISED BY APPEARANCE OF RICARDO AT AMERICAN EMBASSY
ON SEPTEMBER 38, 1976. THE LAST CONTACT WITH RICARDG HAD BEEN EARLY
_IN DECEMBER, 1975,»UHEN RICARDO TELEPHONED LEGAT- AND INVITED HIM TO
A LUNCH OF UENEZUELAN SPECIALTIES PREPARED DURING THE HOLIDAY szpsom.
LEGAT DECLINED INVITATION, CITING A PREVIOUS EHGAGEMENT.-%%ﬁ*

ON SEPTEMBER 30, 1976, RICARDO INFORMED LEGAT HE HAD A PHOTU-

GRAaHIC ASSIG?MWNT FOR “UISION" MAGAZINE Iy JA“AICA AND WAS IN NEED

OF A VvIsa TO THE US SINCE HE PLAQNED A TwO DAY STDPOVER "IN PUERTO RICO

b

HE SATD HE HAD FIEST CONTACTED A TRAVEL AGENGY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE VISa, BUT WAS TOLD THE PROCESS WOULD TAKE THREE DAYS, AND .
SINCE HE ﬂXPECTED TO DEDART CARACAS ON OCTOBER 1, 1976, HE REQUESTED
LEGAT'S ASSISTANCE IH EXPEDITING A UISA FOR HIM. AS LEGAT WAS
ocunIEp’EETE OTHEE.EATTEES, HE ACCEPTED. RICARDO"S PASSPORT AND.VISA
_APPLICATION FORM, PROMISING TO LOOK IT OVER ARD 10 SUBSEQUENTLY AD-
VISE RICARDO OF ANY FURTHER REQUIREMENTS. TN REVIEWING THE PACSPOPT
AND APPLICATION ﬁoqm LEGAT NOTED RICARDO HAD NOT PPEVIOUSLY
_TRAVELED TO THE US. lHE PASSPORT DID REFLECT 'HOWEVER TPqT PICARDO

. HaD TRAVWLED FROW CARACAS T0 PORT OF- SPAIHN, TRINIDQD ON AUaUST 29, ,“

. e e =
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1976, AND HAD RETURNED' TO CARACAS ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1976. LEGAT RE-
FALLE?‘THAT‘THE BOMSING OF THE GUYANESE CONSULATE. IN PORT~-OF~SPAIN
HAD OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATEL Y 12:15 AM ON SEPTENSER 1, 1976, AND

'UONDERED IN VIEW OF RICARDO'S ASSOCIATION WITH LUIS POSpDA, IF HIS
PRESENCE THERE DURING THAT PERIOD yAS cozmcznzwcfﬁ%fil

ON THE HUNCH IT MIGHT BE OF POSSIBLE FUTURE INTEREST, LEGAT

TOOK THE LIBERTY OF MAKING XEROX COPIES OF RICARDO'S PASSPORT |
AND VIS APPLICATION FORM. IN CONSULTING WITH CHIEF OF NONIMMIGPANT

=VISﬁ SECTION, GLADYS LUJAN, LEGAT INFORMED HER HE yISHED NO SPECIAL

'CONSIDERATION FOR RICARDO, AND REQUESTED THE 1SSUANCE OF A VISA TO
HIM BE CONSIDERED ON ITS OWN MERITS, MRS, LUJAN STATED RICARDO
WOULD HEED ONLY AN EMPLOYMENT LETTER INDICATING HE WAS GAINFULLY EH-

FLOYED IN VENEZUELA.'zKEL o

_'WHEW RICARDO REAPPEARED AT EM3ASSY ON AFTERNOON OF SEPTENBER 3a,

1975, HE WAS IvaRMFD OF REQUIREMENT OF A LETTER OF EMPLOYMENT, AND
HE WAS IHSTRUCTED T0 GO DIRECTLY T0 CONSULAR SECTION wITH HIS DOGy-
MENTS WHEN HE HAD THEM IN ORDER. HE INDICATED HE WOULD OBTAIN THE

ENPLOY FENT LETTER AND YOULD RETURN TO T EfCQNSULARStCTION )

ON THE MORNING OF OCTOBER 1, 1976, Eﬁi}ji |

ON THE #ORNING OF OCTOBER 1, 1976, RICARDO AGAIN APPEARED AT THE

‘ “
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 RECEPTIONIST DESK IN THE LOBBY OF THE EMBASSY AND REQUESTED TO SEE
LEGAT. LEGAT PROCEEDED TO' LOBBY, WHERE RICARDO SAID HE HAD BEEN TOLD
BY ONE OF THE VICE CONSULS HIS EMPLOYMENT LETTER WAS NOT EXPLICIT

ENOUGH, AND WHEN HE INFORMED HER HE yAS ACQUAINED WITH LEGAT, |

el VL e

THE VICE CONSUL SUGGESTED HE RECONTACT LEGAT AND ASK HIM TO BRI

- SPEAK WITH.HEQJS‘ RICARDO DISPLAYED A LETTER WRITTEN O ICL

'LETTERHEAD STATIONERY AND SIGNED BY LUIS PospDA ATTESTING MERELY
RICARDO 'wAS AN ICI EWPLOYEE. LEGAT THEN COMMUNICATED wITH VICE

' COKSUL WHO WISHED IO XHOW IF LEGAT BELIEVED RICARDO WOULD RETURN
TO VENEZUELA AFTER HIS VISIT IN THE yS, OR IF HE WAS LIKELY TO
"REMATIN THERE ILLEGALLY. LEGAT INFORMED THE VIGE CONSUL HE L
HAD NO RE Acam TO BELIEVE ?ICAPDO WOULD HOT thuam TO CARACAS.

THE VICE CONSUL INDICATED N THAT CASE A VTSA WOULD BE ISSUED TO:
RICARDO, AND HE WAS ASKED T0 REIUEN TO THE CONSULAR SECTICN. UPON
: TAKI&Q LEAVE OF LEGAT, RICARDO INDICATED HE MIGHT ALSO VISIT NEY

YORK CITY BEFORE RETURNING TO CARACAS, AND MENTIONED IN PASSING

THAT BESIDES JAMAICA, HE MIGHT ALSO BE VISITING BARBADDSMIN CONNEC-

TIOHN UITH HIS PICTORIAL ASSIGNMENT FOR VISION. RICARDO WAS HOT -

SEEN AFTER THAT. i(ﬁ v - ‘ .
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© IN & CONVERSATION ""”H’@id OCTOBER 1, 1975, €

LEGAT 3ROACHED THE Sy3JTCT OF RICARDO AXD OF THE FAINT SUSPICION THAT
’fa RICARDO MAY HAVE BEEN SOMZHOY IRVOLVED IN THE BOMSING OF THE GuYaMESE
’C> CONSULATE IN PORT-OF-SPAIN, LEZAT QDWL'TVD THERE waAS KO SUESTANTIQE

EVIDENCE OF RICARDO'S IMPLICATION,3UT THAT THE COINCIDENCE OF HIS '

PRESERC

=i

THER

[-"1

AT 'F? ADPROPRIQTE:TIME COUPLED wlTH HIS EMPLOYHENT
RELATIUOMNSHIP wqu UIS POSADA, HAD GIVEN LEGAT CAUSE TO WONDER,

hPFLMEDiJAD MO REASON TO BELIEVE RICARDO yas€

THE. CALIBER OF INDIVIDUAL THAT wOuLD BE,UTILIZ&D IN:SUCd AN OPERATION,

-
|5
in

i3

- AND THAT pICQRDO WAS NOT KNOW TO BE INVOLVED IN sucH ACIIVITIVS IN
W)

SPITE OF HTS ASSOCIATION yITH 3OSPDﬁ

.—-—04?4

ON OCTOBER 3, 1976, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE ABROAD ADQIS“D HE
raD DIqCOVT?uD THAT THE INDIVIDUAL ARRESTED IN TRIWIDﬁD AND wHO
1S IN POSSESSION OF THE VEHEZUELAN PASSPORT ISSUED TO JOSE VAZéUEZ
GARCIA, Ié ACTUALLY ﬁERNAN RICARDO LOZpAND., HE SAID HE DETERMINED
THAT RICARDO AND FREDDY LUGO, THE OTHaR VENEZUELAN ARPFSTED N
1RIQIDQD, nAD BEEN PART OF THE SUPPORT GROUP IN THE SABOTAGE
OPERATION AGAINST THE CUBANA AIRLINER IN BARBADOS. HE sSalD THE
OPERATION HAD NOT GONE AS PLAKNED BECAUSE'IT.MAS INTEHDED-TRAT
THE BOM3 SHOULD EXPLbDE BEFORE THE AIRCRAFT 100K OFF FROM BARBADOS,

‘THE SOURCE STATED THAT APPARENTLY THE TIMING MVCHANIQM ON THE BOMB
. o~ )
HAD NOT BEEN PROPERLY SET. ) ’
- ) - 8k
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