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Py éggiassader and polit:lcal counseleor mf; am October 19 with
General Gustavo Alvarez, Commander HXREIEK of the Honduran
Armed Forees, to review a2 number of current topics:
3. Torres Arias: Alvarez appeared relaxed concerning recent
U.S. press stories which have revived the controversy created
by Torres Arias' accusations against Alvarez. The General
said he had nothing to hide. He was concerned that there were
o secrets of state to which both Alvarez and Torres were privy
+iihich Torres might decide to reweal, but the danger would be
= TEL. EXT. CONTENTS AND CLASSIFICATION APPROVED BY:

}wDRAFrED BY:. -

POL:

RFBURGHARDT : dsz?\"-

o DRAFTING DATE

"10/25/82

214

DCH: SCLOWMAN

LEARANCES:

DEA: T.ZE

50153-101

Dept. of Stat;?YS//IPS, Margaret P, Grafeld, Diz

ki

PEDA

cige ( )Dcny( ) Declgss
Exemption _[ 58 ‘IL’

&

OPTIONAL FORM 153
{Formerly F5-413)
January 1975

Dept. of State

CLASSIFICATION

ep f State, RPS/IPS, MargaretP Grafeld, Dir.

a;sxfyas (< Extend as' )Downgradcto
son L (&)

Date eclassify on] D



: o " ARE R b 1 o
FEQ the security of the state not to Alvarez perscnall‘jw -
Alvarez noted that the period in whigh Torres had acéess

to important information was ome in which beth he and
Torres were subofdinates of President and Commander in
Chief Paz Garcia -- Torres’' protector ~< who must bear
the responsibility for any decisiens made.
4. Alvarez recoummted that a brother-in-law of Torres
-who 1s an Army physician recently visited Torres in
Miaml, The physician related that Torres said he had
abandoned his post as Attache in Buenos Aires and gone
inte exile because of fear thaf Alvarez was planning to
asg8assinate him, Alvaréz commented that if Terres really
had such a fear, it was strange th&t his reactien was to
make provocative pubiic accusatioms against his supposed
perseéutor. . | -
5. The Ambassador informed Alvarez that the State Depart-
ment, in response tg questions on our re%oking of Torres'
visa, had publicly stated that Torrss’ had been under
investigation for a yaar.for suspected invelvement in
narcotics trafficking., Awbassador and PolCoums szaid
that according to our information, Torres was in the U.S.
,2nd has applied for politiecal asylum, a process which is
often very prolonged. We explained that the extradition

treaty between Honduras and the U.S. would permit
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extradition for narcotiss trafficking or murder but ——] -
excluded offenses which could be interpreted as being of

a political nature, such as the crime.of treason for

which Torres is formally charged in Honduras. Ambéssador'
said he would be meeting with the Honduran Attormey

Genéral to discuss this situation and tavinquire if any
consideration had been given to indicting Torres for an

-gxtraditable offense.

(o

Stinisa,

7. War Rumors: Alvarez sald he had recently met with .
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r;miness leaders in San Pedro Sula to dispel some of ¢

MHEN

i

rumors clreulating in the international press concerning

a possible outbreak of hostilities between Honduras and

Nicaragua. Alvarez said he had explained to the business-

men that President Suazo had given him no rpt no instrue-

tions to prepare for any attack against Nicaragua and

that the mission of the Honduran Armed forces was sclely

defensive. He sald he had stressed that a decision teo

take offensive action against another comtry was one
which eould only be made by the President and the

Congress, not by the Armed.Forces,

‘8. Posshble Purchase of Canadian Planes: Alvarez

mentioned that as we were aware the GCH has ¥BE for
some time been discussing with the Canddian Government
the posgsible purchase of six Buffalo transport planes.

Alvarez said the latest develspment is a preliminary

indicétiog from Canada that it would expect a downpayment

of 4§17 willion for the total $52 million cest.
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