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DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO SECRETARY SHULTZ AND 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ARA MOTLEY FROH AMSASSA.DOR CHiA.PUI. 

£.0.12356: DECL: 2 /2/90 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, GT , SHUM 
SUBJECT: RECENT KIDNAPPING$ : SIGNS POINT TO 

GOVERIMENT SECURITY FORCES 

REF : GUAT~~~ 1155 

(C) SUMMARY: THE CIRCUI-ISTA.NCES OF 'IWO RECENT 
GUATEMALA CITY KIDNAPPING$ CLEARLY SUGGEST THEY 
WERE PERPETRATED BY GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES. 
IN ONE CASE THE YOUNG VICTIM WAS SEIZED BY AN 
ARMED GROUP I N TWO CARS FRO~! ONE OF THE CITY'S 
MAIN SHOP PING CENTERS , · WHILE NAT IONAL POLICE 
STOOD IDLY BY. IN THE SECOND, MORE FLAGRANT 
CASE, THE VICTIH ~lAS CARRIED OUT ON A STRETCHER 
FROM A HOSPITAL BY TEN ARMED l1EN ~liTH A BOTTLE 
OF INTRAVENOUS FLUID STILL DRIPPI NG INTO HIS ARM. 
HE ~lAS IN THE EMERGENCY R00l1 ABOUT TO UNDERGO 
SURGERY FOR THE REMOVAL OF BULLETS RECEIVED 
EARLIER IN THE DAY FROM AN ASSASSINATI ON ATTEMPT. 
HE ~lAS THE ONE REHAINDIG MEMBER OF A FA.'-!ILY OF POUR. 
HIS MOTHER AND 'IWO SIBLINGS HAD PRl::.""VIOUSLY BEEN 
COm' IBOi'l'l JU.. 

CON5'I llEN'F I.'\£, • 
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· ABDUCTED FRm ! THEIR HOl·!E BY ARMED MEN OVER A 
YEAR AGO IN A CASE UNIVERSALLY ATTRIBUTED TO 
GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES. HIS MOTHER WAS AN 
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OF THE SAN 
A SUSPECTED HOTBED OF SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY. THESE NEW 
SHOCKING ABIJUCTIONS INDICATE Tl!.I\T THE GOG SECURITY 
FORCES ~/ILL STRIKE I>'HENEVER THERE IS A TARGET OF 
IMPORTANC E. THE SEPARATE MESSAGE 01-1 ABDUCTIOI>IS IN 
I!UEHUETENAl'!GO INDICATES Tl!.I\T THE GOG ARMY WILL 00 
LIKEWISE. WE MUST COME TO SOME RESOLUTION IN POLICY 
TERI-!S . EITHER '<IE CAN OVERLOOK THE RECORD AND 
E:t-IPHASIZE THE STRATEGIC COI'CEPT OR WE CAN PURSUE A 
HIGHER MORAL PATH. ~IE SIMPLY CANNOT FLIP FLOP BACK 
AND FORTH Bf:n,IEE:t-1 THE 'n<IO i?OSSIBLE POSITIONS. 
MUDDLING THROUGH ~/ILL SIMPLY GO NOWHERE . END SUNMAR\'. 

1 . (U) TElc'l MEN ARMED \11TH SUBMACRINE GUNS AND 
AUTO~~TIC RIFLES ~~ERED THE ROOSEVELT 
EMERGE:t-ICY HOSPITAL IN GUATEMALA CITY 011 
JANUARY 3.1 AND KIDNAPPED SERGIO VINICIO SAI-~YW. 
MORALES. AGE 29. S~YOA WAS SEIZED AS HE NAS 
ABOUT TO BE TAKE:t-1 INTO SURGERY TI10 HOURS AFTER 
BEIMG ADMITTED TO T:-iE HOSPIThL SUFFERING 
FRO!~ BULLET WOUNDS. HE WAS TAKE:t-1 A~IAY IN A 
1•1:-iiTE PANEL TRUCK BY THE KIDNAPPERS. 

2. CUI SAl~YOA WAS •,>JOUNDEO BY Tl\'0 AIU-!ED MEN 
ABOUT 4 : 3 0 IN WE AFTERNOOtl OF J ANUARY 31, 
ACCORDING TO l'lE'rlSPAPER REPORTS, AT HIS PLACE 
OF ~IORK. HE NAS SHOT FIVE TIMES BY HIS 
ATTACKERS. HONEVER, THEY FAILED TO KILL HIM 
AND AFTER THEY FLED HE ~lAS TAKE:t1 BY AMBULANCE 
TO THE EMERGENCY HOSPITAL IN GRAVE CONDITION. 
CQNFX9&l'F!:M:r 

PAGE 03 GUATEM 01154 01 OF 02 022226Z 

3. (U) T't/0 HOURS LATER, A GROUP OF A.Rl·IED ME:t1 
ENTERED THE HOSPITAL'S EHERG8NCY \•lARD, DIS Aru!ED 
T"rlE TI10 I?OLICEMEI~ ON DUTY Al-10 QUESTIONED THE 
DUTY PHYSICIAN ABOUT THE WHEREABOUTS OF THE 
GUNSHOT VICTIM. Al"l'ER HE WAS LOCATED IN THE 
PREP ROOH FOR SURGERY, HE ~lAS TAKE:t1 OUT TO 
THE NAI TING VEHICLES, ON A STRETCHER ALONG NITH 
THE BOTTLE OF INTR::O,~US li'LUID 11HICH I•IAS STILL 
DRIPPING INTO HIS AP~. 

4. (U) THE S~YOA MORALES FAMILY HAS SUFE'ERED 
FROM SINILAR VIOLENCE IN THE PAST. ON 
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' ' AND 'IWO BRO'I'HERS WERE KIDNAPPED BY AIUJEO MEN 
f ROM THE FA}IILY RES I DENC E . SERGIO SA}!AYOA 
APPARENTLY ESCAPED ABDUCTION AT TMAT TI11E 
ONLY BECAUSE HE NAS NOT PRESENT AT THE TII1E 
OF 'Il!E KIDNAPPING . MRS. GRACIELA MORALES 
DE SAMAYOA WORKED AT SAN CARLOS UNIVERISTY . 
THE KIDNAPPING$ Hl\VE ~lEVER BEEN SOLVED, BUT 
GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES ARE BELI EVED 
TO BE RESPONS IBLE. 

S. (C) ON FEBRU~~y l, 1984, HECTOR VILLAGRAN 
SALAZAR CAME TO THE EMBASSY TO REPORT T'rlE 
J I\NUARY 27 ABDUCT ION Of SON- IN-LAW JORGE 
MAURICIO GATICA PAZ. ACCORDING TO MR . VI LLAGRAN , 
HIS DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-L.~W W6NT TO A LARGE 
SHOPPING CENTER TO DO SOME GROCERY SHOPPI~~ 
ON JANUARY 27. MR. GATJ:C~. R~!AINEO I N THE CAR 
1-1ITH THE DOG VIHILE IUS WIFE WENT I N'l'O THE 
SUPEI\MARKET. WHEN SHE CAME OUT OF THE STORE. 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ABOVE ADDRESSEES. 

ceNP"IOENTIAI: 

COIII'ID!'!IF-IU 
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CAR. HUSBAND AND DOG HAD DISAPPEI'.RED. A WITNESS 
TOLD HER TKAT HEAVILY ARMED MEN IN A WHITE 
PANEL TRUCK PULLED UP BEHIND HER CAR, FORCED 
HER HUSBAND INTO THE TRUCK, AND DEPARTED 
RAPIDLY IN BOTH VEHICLES . ALTHOUGH THERE 
WERE SEVERAL POLICEMEN IN THE PARKING LOT--
THE SHOPPING CENTER I S ONE OF THE LARGEST IN 
GUATEMALA CITY--THEY DID NOT INTERVENE AND 
WOULD NOT TELL THE WIFE ANYTHING . THE ABDUCTION 
TOOK PLACE AT AROUND 173 0 HOURS. 

6. (C) MR . VILLAGRAN--A PROFESSIONAL ECONOMIST 
AND A MEMBER OF THE GUAT£HALAN EQUIVALENT OF 
OUR FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD--WAS IN A CONFERENCE 
WITH FINANCE MINISTER COL . LEONARDO FIGUEROA 
VILLATE WHEN HIS WIFE CALLED HIM ABOUT THE 
KIDNAPPING . HE IMMEDIATELY ASKED COLONEL 
FIGUEROA FOR ASSISTANCE. THE LATTER CALLED 
CQN£ID£7'J!PI:M. 

C~~IB!NIIAL 
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DIRECTOR OF POLICE COL . HECTOR RAFAEL BOL DE LA 
CRUZ, WHO ADVISED MR. VILLAGRAN TO FILE A 
COMPLAINT WITH THE POLICE; MR. VILLAGRAN 
SUBSEQUENTLY FILED COMPLAINTS WITH THE NATIONAL 
POLICE AND THE DIT (DEPARna:NT OF TECHNl:CAL 
INVESTIGATIONS ) . ON SA'ruRDAY, JAN 28 , MR. VILLAGRAN 
CALLED FOREI GN MINISTER ANDRADE AND ASKED FOR 
HIS PERSONAL INTERVEtn'ION; THE FOREIGN MINISTER 
PROMISED TO CALL ARMY OFFICIALS ON THE GENERAL 
STAFF. ON JANU)\RY 30, MR. VILLAGRAN ASKED THE 
MINISTER OF THE ECONOMY TO TAKE ACTION ON THE CASE; 
HE ALSO PROMISED TO HELP MR. VILLAGRAN. 

7 . (C ) IN SPITE OF ALL THIS HIGH-LEVEL INTEREST 
IN THE WHEREABOUTS OP MR . GATICA, HOWEVER, HIS 
DISAPPEARANcE AND PRESENT LOCATION REMAIN A 
MYSTERY. THE BLATANT NATURE OF THE MODUS OPERANDI 
OF BOTH ABDUCTIONS POINTS TO GOVERNMENT SECURITY 
FORCES AS THE PERPETRATORS. THE KIDNAPPING 
OF THE GRAVELY WOONDED SAMAYOA PROM THE HOSPITAL 
RECALLS SCENES PR6M~ GODFATHER • BUT IN THE 
MOVIE. THE VICTIM SURVIVED. 

8. AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS: DESPITE THE PACT TKAT 
THE ILL-REPUTED ARCHIVOS HAVE··BEEN STOOD DOWN, 
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AT LEAST TEMPORARILY, THESE NE:\~ SHOCKI!~G ABDUCTIONS 
INDICATE T'dAT THE GOG SECURITY FORCES ~/ILL STRIKE 
~lHENEVER THERE IS A TARGET OF U!PORTANCE. THE 
SEPARATE ~!ESSAGE ON ABDUCTIONS IN HUEHUETENANGO 
INDICATES THAT THE GOG ARJ~ ~/ILL DO LIKE~IISE . I 
POINTED OUT THE OTHER DAY I N SAN SALVADOR THE 
CONFLICT BETWEEN THE DESIRE TO INCORPORATE 
GUATEMALA INTO AN OVERALL U.S. STRATEGIC CONCEPT 
eB~IF IB!!H'I'IM. 

CONFIS:::tl'T IAL ' 
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FOR CENTRAL AHERICA AND THE EORRI BLE HUMAN RIGHTS 
REALITIES I N GUAT~!ALA. ~IE 11UST 'COI1E TO Sm!E 
RESOLUTION IN POLICY TERHS. EITHER WE CAN OVERLOOK 
THE RECORD AND D1PHASIZE THE STPATE:GIC CONCEPT OR 
WE CAN PURSUE A HIGHER MORAL PATH. WE SIMPLY 
C.i\NNOT FLIP FLOP BACK AND FORTH BETNEEN THE 'I't/0 
POSSIBLE POSITIONS. MUDDLING THROUGH HILL SIMPLY 
GO NOWHERE. 

CFAPIN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED >20VE ADDRESSEES . 
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