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The Vice Preaident"a Keeting vi tb 
CUete•aian Pres ident Yinicio Ce rezo 

o President Cerezo is beset by political and t~oaoaic probleas. 
Violence (boobinqs, kidnappln9s and killinga) continues to 
rise. ~ s har p increase in inflati on 1• triggering labor 
unre•t. corruption Yi thin tbe ad~inistration la r eechin9 4n 
all ti•e high. A& a ~sult, Cuateaala's international i~ag e 
bas aeverely deteriorated and domesti c dlcgruntleaent vitb tbe 
Cerez.o 9overnaent is high . 

o we have pre ased the GOG t o move on a nuabec of fconta, buaan 
rights, judicial retora, druga, rooting out of cor ruption, to 
no avail. The Cerezo govern~nt, counting on our interest in 
preserving political s tability and econoalc groveb, feels it 
ean continue to be unresponsive to our intereats. 

o Despit~ asauranc~ to the contrary, the COG has done nothing ~o 
investl9&tt th~ k illing of seve!al University s t udents and th~ 
s t abbing of two Peace Brigadiats (one of wbicb vaa a o.s. 
citizen). Siailarly, although we pteaented evidence to 
Preaident Ce rezo that a close a ssociate of hia is involved in 
narcotraff ieking; cerezo has not r emoved h1Q fro• his new job 
•• the hea d of the eountry •s l arges t port . Recently, a t 
Prea ident Bueh'a pe rsonal request, we have pressed tbe GOG f or 
inforaa tion OD th~ 198S k illings of o.s. eitlzens Nicholas 
Blake a nd Gr i ffi th Davi a. I t atill has not been provided. 

o OUr long-tera goala for Cuateaala rea.in unchan9ed: to auppo~t 
de•ocratlc inatitutions~ foste r econoQiC grovtb and the 
peaceful transfer of 90verna~nt to an electe4 civilia n 
adatniatiation in November, 1990. tet~ th~ coc•a lack of 
commitment to combat ter rorism, human rights abuses, 
corruption in 90vern.ent , and dr ug tr&ffictt ng is aakinq it 
very difficult to make the Cua teaala ca s e for eoeta ining pase 
levels of a • atet ance in the fa ce of a shcinkln~ assistance pie 
for PY90 . 

S&CRET 
OECL: OAZ>R 

UNCLA$IFIED 

. 

t 



. . 
UNCLA5SIFIED 

SECRET 
- 2 -

o Pceaident Ce rezo ba a stated he will aake a formal requeet to 
tbe u.s~, spaln, Italy and Fcanee for assistancE: in thG 
investigation of the January 13 murders in Guat~mala of Hector 
Oqueli, Secre tary of the National Revolutionary Movemen t (HNR) 
of El salvador, and Cilda Plorea, aember of the cuateaalan 
Social Democratic Party. They were reporte4ly kidnapped a s 
they vere on their way to the Gua temala City airport. Although 
ve have approached the PBI for technical assistance, we vtll 
not act until we receive the formal requelt, qiven Cerezo's 
track record of not following through on comm~tments. 

o Guatemala maintains a policy of •active neutrality• in foreign 
affa ir&. Aa a reault, the COG baa been lncontiatent in its 
support of our policy goa.la in 'C·entral Alleric.a. This fall, it 
appeared tha~ a shift to a .ore engaged pro-active policy was 
taking place. The coc expressed a desire for more trcquenc 
dialogu• with the u.s. on regional issues, disinvited Panama 
from the COnference of the ARorican Armies and was ~uch more 
active in the San Jose aeeting of Central American heads of 
State. However, =ore recently, Guatemala baa reverted to i ts 
previous •tance, Cleat abstainin9 on the OAS resolution 
a9ainat the U.S. action in Panama (~be moderate position taken 
by other Central American countries), then voting in favor of 
the U.N. resolution condemning the same event, despite 
personal aasurancea from President Cerezo to our AMba•~ador 
that he voulO not vote against ua. 

OBJECTIVES: 

o To pre1a the GOG to investigate immediately the kidnapptn9 and 
killing of the San Carlos onivers1ty studenta and the stabbing 
of tbt International Peace Brlgadlsts and to obtain 
information on the 8lake/Davia deaths . 

o TO expreae our concern for the \llllng of Salvadoran sociall8C 
Sector Oqueli and Guatemalan Socialist Gilda Plores, to ask 
for an update on the investigation, and to indicate that we 
await c•rezo's for~al request for assiatanoe. 

o TO encourage Cerezo to reform further tbe security forces and 
judiciary in the proaotion of the rule of law. 
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'f&ltinq Points 

• 
o I 001 orwe that l'O'l vlll vut to luve a laatini legacy of your 

"""'1nisttatiou wi>MI you •tep do"!' nan J&AUU)' o 

o With OIWt year reca&ining. there is much good that could be 
acc._li Bhed o 

o WbUe w are deeply dioturbed by the continued. hiqh level of 
violence in OUatemala, we 4o not unde~stao4 wby inve1ti9ations 
ot violent politically-motivated crimes either do not occur or 
are razely through. Some of th&se c•••• involve o.s. citizens. 

o We ~•cognize that the perpetrators are trying to 4eltabilize 
your qoverDIDI!nt &D4 prevnt ..... election. in 1990 0 our policy 
a1a to uaiat OU&t .... la to lltl:euqt.ben ito 4eoocratic 
institutions, foster the ~aceful, const1~1onal tran•fer of 
paver 1D the 1'990 electlont. and encourag:e ~ouocdo 9't'ovth. 

0 OU&t~la ' a international ~qe is deteriorating 4ue to the 
violence and. the t.bs:.ace ot i.Dvntiqa.tive follow throu9b. The 
lao~ ot progress in the 1nvestiqat1on of aucb major cacea •• 
the deaths of the San Carlos University Studontc aru1 the 
ctabbinq of the Peace Brigadists is seve~ely h~eriug our 
etforta to axque for •••1atance for Guat~l&. We are already 
faelng cub$tant1al cuta in our 9lobal level of eoonORdc and 
military .scistance for FY90o 

- By INpporting the trdning of tho pollee &D4 the 
ju41c1ary, w have vcrted. alonglido committed GUat..,..lana to 
et:ranqthw the rule of la.v 1n Guatemala. . The r•pid. apptoval of the 
leqis latl cm currently 1n the Guatam.a.lm Conqr••• for tho 
t:Mrq&D.1&at1on ot tJ:w Vational Polie·e a..n4 your inauqu.ra-clcm of the 
Office ol Profeaaio:al Recpono1b111ty (OPR) vould <JrOatly usiat 
in thio effott o 

- As you mov~ Pr••ldent Bush h&s persoo&lll 
reque1t'e6 information on tbe status of the inveat 9'&tion 
of tbo doatbc in 1985 ot tvo Uo So citizens, Hicholao 
Blake and Griffith Davioo 1 would appreciat@ your 
aaaiatanc• in tbis m.tter. 

We are deeply concerned about the rec8Qt t1111nga 
of Hoctor Oquelil and Gilda Ploraao ~ia ia a heinoua 
crime &Dd. 1-ca perpetrator• a1at sviftly be broU9.bt to 
juaticeo 1 W>derst&D4 that you vill be ma.ting a fonaal 
requea't f or •••istlllce from us as vell as other 

·COUDtr1•• . we vill 4o our bGn to respond Yhen ve r~ive 
your raquerto 

o We velcome your desire to engase iD more frequeot 
dialogue on iscuec o£ mutuel concern, particularly the 
Coratra l American Peace Prooes•. ~ upc<NIIing 
e lectiono in Nicaragua v!ll be a key tort ot d0<110cracy 
in the reqlon &lld vo wloome your viov• on e1tuation. 
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