
SECRET/NOFORN/NOCONTRACT/ORCON 

- 2 -

2. GI1AT!MALA: !U:PORTS OF ATROCIT !ES Mi\11$ Aa-'1'.! GA!NS 

The Guatemalan ~ilitary is making slow proqress against 
insurgent forces amid widGspread allegations of atrocities. by 
the troops .. Much of the qovern.m~nt.'s progress can be credited 
to P~esident Rios Montt's arming of the highland I ndians, 
whicb could boomerang should t.hey turn against the qovernment 
in the tutu~ . The insurgent$, faced with growing opposition 
from traditionally supportive or at least oeutral Indian vUl­
ages, hav~ b~un killinq those perceived as not supportin9 
the i ~ cause. 

• 

The- government has impt"oved. its conerol. over rural area!"" 
through ·a st~ategic village· progra~ in which the rural populac~ 
is- ordet:ed. to· move. to vi:llages "'Jlere- the army- b.as o ut;tosts. :.. 
scorched earth policy is then applied in the surrounding arez. 
Tbese. tactics· have: been accompanied by widespread allegations 
tha.t governnent troops·. are· regularly guilty of' massacres, ra;e, 
and: mayhem. US Embassy invfJstigations· have found t."l&t. some ot 
these.. reports. cannot be. verified, that. some- or the atroci.tie!.. 
reported- a.re- aetributa.ble.: to. tbe- <;uet:ri!las,. ana tbat.. st.il1 

· others cannot be ·at.tributed wit.b accuracy to either side. Tbe 
Embassy does not as yet believe that chere is suff!cien~ evidenc~ 
eo l ink governmen~ t=oops to any of th~ reported ma3sacres. 

· Recent governmen~fouccesses have hur~ · two . of the four ir.~~r· 
gen~ qroups. Nonetheless, t.h• Cuban-tra ined Guerrilla Army of 
the POOt;,. t.~e. largese- guerr±l!a. organizat·ion, continues t:o hAr&.ss 
tbe• army regularly irr much o~ the highland Departments · (provinces) 
of l!uehuctenango and El Quiche. This heavy fighting· along tbe 
Mexican border in EuebuetGnll.n9o Department bas caused s·everal 
thousand Guatemalans to·· seek satety · in. refuqec camps in. Mexico. 
Th~ fightin~ bas generated ~ numbe~ of repocts of cross-border 
fire by Guatemala~ trooPs and at least one report of an incursion 
into Mexican territory . . 
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