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16, Il SUMMARY:
EX PRESTIDENT Ha
COMCERM OVER THE COOLING OF US AND . .

HHICH HAS DEVELOPED TOD & POINT THAT HE FIMDS lLAHHING
22, NETAILS:

GENERAL LAUGERUD HAS BEEM DBSERVING A BREAK
DOWN TN US/GUATEMALAN MILITARY RELATIONS SIMCE HE WAS MINISTER
OF DEFENSE AND IM HIS OBSERVATION THE COOLING OF RELATIOMS HAS
DEVELOPEN TO A POINT WHICH ALARMS HIM, HF RECALLED THE EXTRENELY
GOOD RELATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN PREVALENT UNTIL THE EARLY DR MID-
197@5 AMD THE GOOD COMMUINICATIONS THAT EXISTED RETHEEN GUATEMALAN
MILITARY DFFICERS AMD US OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO THE MILGP, HE
CITED SPEFCIFICALLY THE "HAPPY HOUR™ THAT WAS HELD EACH FRIDAY
AFTERMOON AT THE MILGP AND HOW OFFICERS usgn TO LOOK FORWARD TO THE
OCCASTONM, GEMERAL LAUGERUD COULDMIT PIN POINT THE EXaCT
CAUSES FOR THE BREAKDOWN IN. REL#TEEﬂ%?iH‘#TTPIHHTEn AT, AT LEAST .  ...Ia
IN. BARTS-TD A GROMING DISTRUST AND LDSS- OF COMFIDENCE IM THE US e
AMONG GUATEMALAM MILITARY OFFICERS, '_ A NUHBER OF US
ACTIONS RELATING TO THE GUATEMALAM HILITARY OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS

3 PARTIALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COOLING OF RELATIONS.
UNFORTUNATELY INFORMATION HAS A WAY.OF FILTERING
“DOWMN OT THE OFFIC - HE CITED THE FOLLOWING AS CONTRIBUTING TO THE

LOSS OF CONFIDENCE AND TRUST BY GUATEMALAN HILITARY OFFICERS IN

THE US MILITARY:

(1) WHEN HE WAS HOD, GUATEMALA REQUESTED TO BUY 508 &
(FIVE HUNDRED) H=1 RIFLE BARRELS. THE REPLY HAS THA HE U5 &RNY
NIDN'T HAVE ANY,

T . R P E =T L

{(2) SHORTLY AFTER GUATEMALA HAD PURCHASED A=378 AIRCRAFT
FROKH THE US, OME ATRCRAFT CRASHED AND WAS DESTROYED., GUATEMALA

ASHMED TO BUY A REPLACEHENT AND WAS TOLD THAT THE PLANT PRODUCING, THE
PLANE HAN STOPPED PRODUCTION OF THE A=378, _

ABOUT THREE (3) WEEKS LATER, EIGHTEEN (18) A«37F AIRCRAFT BEING - -
FERRIED TOf sToPPED OVER TN GUATEMALA AND GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE
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(GAF) OFFICERS HAD AN DPPORTUMITY TO TALK TO THE FERRY PILODTS,

THEY WERE TOLD THAT WHEN THE FERRY PILOTS LEFT THE PLANT A FEW DAYS
EARLIER, A-37BS WERE STILL COMING OFF THE ASSEMBLY LINE,

{3) GUATEMALA TRIED TO BUY M=-16 RIFLES FROM THE US AND
BDULDW&EER UMTIL THEY FINALLY DECIDED TD BUY THE GALIL

RIFLE

AS s00NH AS THE pEAL S :0 BEEN FINAL-

IZED THE US OFFERED TO SELL GUATEMALA M=165,

PURCHASE OF 1MA5HM HOWITZIERS FROH

_[4) GUATEHALA FINALIIED A
AND WHEN THE SHIPMENT WAS READY TO BE MADE THE
CANCELED THE DEAL. THEY SENT A FACTORY REPRESENTATIYE TO GUATEMALA

TO EXPLAIN THAT RES FROM THE GOVERNMENTS OF UK AND THE USs
HAN RESULTED IN GOVERMKENT INTERVENTION TO STOP THE

SHIPMENT. '
(5]

THERE ARE MANY MORE STMILAR

SITUATIOMS, SUCH AS THE ATTEMPT BY GUATEMAUA TO PURCHASE C=47
AIRCRAFT FROM THE US EVEN TO THE POINT OF PAYING FOR THE PURCHASE

C.

ONLY TO HAVE THE US DFLAY DELIVERY AND FIMALLY CANCEL THE PURCHASE,
_ EXPRESSER TO GENERAL LAUGERUD HIS CDNCERN AND .

INTEREST IN RESTORING THE PREVIOUSLY GOOD COMMUNICATIONS AND
RELATIONS WITH GUATEMALAN MILITARY OFFICER

MFORMED GEMERAL

LAUGERUD THAT INITIATIVES TOWARD IMPROVING RELATIONS COULD NOT BE A

< ONEmbtY EEFORT, HE AGREED_AND..SATO. ZIE INTENDED IO ADDRESE THIS YSSUF
AT THE EFXT REGULAR MONDAY LUNCH MEFETING WITH OFFICIALS OF THE HIGH

COMMAND AMD COMMANDERS,. GENERAL LAUGERUD SAID HE HOPED TD BE ABLE

TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO THINK

IN TERMS OF MHAT THEY CAM DO TO STIMULATE

BETTER COMMUNICATIONS AND IMPRAVED RELATIOMS,

!! !!EEEEH !!!! 'HE !!!!I

MG OF US/GUATEMALAM HILITARY RELATIONS

GENERAL LAUGERUD'S FORTHRIGHT EXPRESSIOM

SEEMED GEMUINE. REASONS GIVEM AS POSSIBLE CAUSES FOR ATTITUDE
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AMONG MILITARY OFFICERS, WHILE DIFFERIMG TN SPECIFICS, ARE SIMILAR
10 IHﬂEE SURFACED RECENTLY
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