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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

DOI: (U) 931227.

REQS: (U)

SOURCE: (U}

A. EEFNFD

SUMMARY: £S.2NF> MX MILITARY  ESTIMATES
EZLN ARMED STRENGTH AT 5,000 COMBATANTS, WITH FIVE TO
TEN SUPPORT PERSONNEL FOR EACH ARMED COMBATANT. GT ARMY

~ PREPARES CONTINGENCIES IN CASE OF HOSTILITIES BETWEEN MX
ARMY AND EZLN.

TEXT: 1. €5ANF>
IN CHIAPAS, HMEXICO
I MEXICAN MILITARY HAD INFORMED THE 6T
ARMY THEY ESTIMATED
CURRENT EZLN (ZAPATISTA NATIONAL LIBERATION ARMY)
STRENGTH AT APPROXIMATELY 5,000 ARMED COMBATANTS. THESE
COMBATANTS ARE WELL ARMED WITH MOSTLY AK-47'S OR M-16'S,
NOT THE POOR WEAPONRY SEEN WHEN THE EZLN FIRST APPEARED
IN JANUARY 1994, FURTHER ESTIMATED THAT
FOR EVERY ONE ARMED ZAPATISTA COMBATANT, THERE WERE FROM
FIVE TO TEN ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL FORMING THE EZLN
SUPPORT NETWORK IN CHIAPAS.

2. ~s-n0 N ::ciusE OF THE
CEASEFIRE DECLARED IN JANUARY 1994, THE MX ARMY HAD IN
EFFECT CEDED A LARGE AREA TO THE FULL CONTROL OF THE
EZLN. THE EZLN HAD TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THIS SITUATION TO
BECOME BETTER ORGANIZED AND ARMED. LIKEWISE, THERE ARE
MANY UNIMPEDED ACCESS AREAS INTO EZLN CONTROLLED
TERRITORY THAT FACILITATE WEAPONS SMUGGLING TO THE

EZLN. MOST LIKELY, WEAPONS WERE SMUGGLED THROUGH
NORTHERN BELIZE AND THE NORTHERN PETEN DEPARTMENT OF
GUATEMALA, [N DESCRIBED AS "WIDE OPEN"™ FOR
SUCH SMUGGLING, INTO MX TERRITORY CONTROLLED BY THE EZLN.

3.  E5ANFD \

, THE MOST LIKELY SOURCE OF THESE WEAPONS AS
BEING THE FMLN (FARABUNDO MARTI FRONT FOR NATIONAL
LIBERATION) IN EL SALVADOR, THE FSLN (SANDINISTA
NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT) IN NICARAGUA, AND POSSIBLY
THE EGP (POOR PEOPLE'S ARMY) OF THE GUATEMALAN URNG
(GUATEMALAN NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY UNITY).

HEARD THAT SUBCOMANDANTE MARCOS OF THE EZLN HAD SERVED
AS ONE OF THE SMALL GROUP OF "INTERNATIONALISTS™ WITH

—SECRET—

THE CURRENT SITUATIGON -

PAGE:0032




THE FSLN WHEN THEY OVERTHREW THE SOMOZA REGIME 'IN 1979,
PROVIDING A LINK BETWEEN THE FSLN AND THE EZIN. | i
EFRAIN ((BAMACA)) VELASQUEZ, THE
ORPA (POOR PEOPLE'S ARMY) LEADER, HAD ALSO SERVED AS ONE
OF THE "INTERNATIONALISTS"™ WITH THE FSLN IN 1979.

4., £5FNFr | AS A RESULT OF THE
PROBLEMS IN CHIAPAS, COOPERATION
HAS INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY BETWEEN THE MX AND GT
ARMIES,

EVEN WITH 5,000 ARMED COMBATANTS,
EZLN IS NOT A MILITARY THREAT TO THE MX ARMY. THE
PROBLEM IS MUCH MORE POLITICAL THAN MILITARY. FOR )
EXAMPLE, THE 6T ARMY HAD FACED A SIMILAR SIZED INSURGENT
FORCE FROM THE URNG IN 1980 AND 1981, AND WAS ABLE TO
DEFEAT THEM AND ISOLATE THEM IN REDUCED NUMBERS TO A FEW
SMALL AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. HOWEVER, IT HAD BEEN A
BLOODY STRUGGLE WITH HIGH POLITICAL COSTS FOR THE GOG.

MX FACES A SIMILAR DILEMMA--THEY CAN DEFEAT THE EZLN,

BUT THE COMBAT WOULD BE BLOODY WITH HIGH POLITICAL COSTS.

5. «5NF7 IN THE MEaNTIME, I :ic 7
ARMY IS PREPARING CONTINGENCY PLANS IN CASE OPEN
HOSTILITIES RESUME BETWEEN THE MX ARMY AND THE EZLN,
WHETHER IT IS INITIATED BY EITHER SIDE. FOR THE MOMENT,
THOSE 6T UNITS ON THE BORDER HAVE BEEN PLACED ON AN
INCREASED STATE OF ALERT. GT UNITS HAVE DETECTED NO
EZLN PRESENCE ALONG THE MX-GT BORDER DURING DECEMBER,
HOWEVER,

IF ANY ARMED EZLN FORCES DO CROSS INTO GT,
THEY WILL BE COMBATTED BY THE GT ARMY. IF HOSTILITIES DO
RESUME IN CHIAPAS, THE GT ARMY ALSO EXPECTS A LARGE FLOMW
OF MX REFUGEES INTO 6T, AND MUCH OF THE
PLANNING IS CONCERNED WITH HOW TO DEAL WITH SUCH A
SITUATION.

COMMENTS: 1. —€S/REY
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